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I have to thank your Secretary for his invita- 
tion to read a short paper on the clinical 
examination of dairy herds. This subject is of 
such paramount importance to us as a profession 
that those members who are whole-time officers 
and those employed in private practice should 
give it their full consideration. 

Clinical examination of dairy stock is not of 
recent origin ; a few progressive county councils, 
as far back as 1912, had instituted a scheme 
of routine clinical examination of stock under the 
laws which existed at that time. It is to the 
credit of Scotland that two counties in that 
country were the first to inaugurate such a 
scheme. So far as England is concerned, no 
routine inspections were carried out in any 
county until the Milk and Dairies Order of 1926 
came into being. That order empowered county 
councils and county borough councils to carry 
out such inspections of cattle as were thought 
necessary and proper. This order did not receive 
the attention it deserved and even to-day there 
are some counties which have not realised the 
benefits arising from a systematic herd examina- 
tion. There is, however, an increasing number 
of counties in England which are giving this 
matter their careful attention. 

With the birth of the Milk Marketing Board, 
a great stimulus was given to those concerned 
in the production and consumption of milk for 
a cleaner and safer milk supply. 

At the present moment, clinical examinations 
are compulsory in all types of herds, viz. :— 

1. “ Attested ”’ herds. 

2. “ Tuberculin Tested ”’ herds. 

3. “ Accredited ”’ herds. 

4. Ordinary herds. 

Attested herds are clinically examined 
once a year (and in some cases twice), “ Tuber- 
culin Tested ’”’ herds twice a year and “ Accre- 
dited ’’ herds four times a year. Nothing is laid 
down in the order as to how often an ordinary 
herd should be examined, this being left to the 
discretion of the council reponsible for the 
carrying out of Part 4 of the Milk and Dairies 
Order, 1926. 


*Paper_presented to the Central Veterinary 
Society (Division, N.V.M.A.) at the Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, London, June 3rd, 1937, 


In routine examinations of ‘ Accredited ” 
and ordinary herds the veterinary officer applies 
his knowledge of two orders, viz., the Milk and 
Dairies Order, 1926, and the Tuberculosis Order 
of 1925. Before a veterinary officer applies the 
provisions of the Tuberculosis Order he must 
have evidence that tuberculosis as defined 
in the order is. suspected. If the owner suspects 
tuberculosis it is incumbent upon him to 
report his suspicion to the authorities. 

The Tuberculosis Order of 1925 is our legal 
instrument for dealing with animals which come 
within the scope of the order. This order has 
been criticised ever since its inception as being 
inefficient in the eradication of the disease ; 
it was, however, never intended to achieve that 
object, but I am of opinion that if the provisions of 
the order are carried out in conjunction with the 
provisions of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, 
these two orders go some considerable distance 
towards limiting and controlling tuberculosis. 

There are other diseases affecting bovines 
which can be dealt with by the veterinary officer 
when he makes his routine examination. I refer 
to those pathological conditions mentioned in the 
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and 
the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, and enumer- 
ated herewith: emaciation due to tuberculosis, 
tuberculosis of the udder, acute inflammation of 
the udder, acute mastitis, actinomycosis of the 
udder, anthrax, foot-and-mouth disease, sup- 
puration of the udder, comatose condition, 
septic condition of the uterus, and any infection 
of the udder or teats which is likely to convey 
disease. 

In addition to those specified in the law there 
are two other diseases affecting bovines, namely, 
contagious abortion and Johne’s disease, which 
can also be dealt with in an advisory capacity 
on the occasion of the clinical examination of the 
herd. There is no legislation which can help us 
to deal with Johne’s disease, and the Epizootic 
Abortion Order of 1922 has proved to be of little 
or no assistance in the control of contagious 
abortion. The only way in which we can deal 
with these two diseases at present is by educa- 
tional methods. I do feel, however, that here 
is an opportunity for the veterinary profession 
as a whole to do good work, but whatever work 
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is done, stockowners should be prepared to 
carry out the veterinary surgeon’s suggestions to 
the letter. Stockowners, with the veterinary 
surgeon’s assistance, can do much to prevent 
the spread of these diseases, which are the cause 
of great financial losses. 

In the county in which I have the honour to 
serve, both Johne’s disease and contagious 
abortion are, unfortunately, on the increase, 
and steps will have to be taken to institute 
eradication methods by means of suitable 
legislation. One of the most fruitful sources of 
infection in this county, both as regards Johne's 
disease and abortion, is stagnant pools, and 1 
am unable to see why these pools cannot be dealt 
with in such a manner as to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

It will be seen that I have slightly digressed 
from the subject of the paper, and I must now 
return to the clinical examination of dairy herds. 
The first thought that comes to my mind is, 
should a farmer be notified by the veterinary 
officer that an intended examination is to be 
made? I am inclined to the view that a 
farmer should be notified, as the veterinary 
officer intends to assist the farmer and not to 
go to the farm in any detective spirit, but I 
think the question should be left to the discretion 
of the veterinary officer himself. He knows the 
temperament and personality of the farmer. 

The veterinary officer should be _ properly 
equipped. By that I mean he should wear 
clothing which can be easily disinfected, thereby 
preventing him from being the means of carrying 
discase from farm to farm. If this is not done, 
the veterinary surgeon is laying himself open to 
severe criticism. His equipment must include 
the necessary legal forms for service upon the 
owner and suitable bottles for the conveyance 
of samples of milk, ete., to the laboratory. 

The time of the clinical examination of the 
herd should be suitable both to himself and the 
farmer concerned. It will be agreed by all 
that the best time to examine the cows is when 
the udders are empty. Examination of ,each 
cow should include manipulation of the udder. 
Manipulation of an empty udder reveals and 
conveys much more to the veterinary surgeon 
than would be the case if the udder was full. 
The udder should be felt slowly and carefully, 
any abnormalities noted, and a sample of milk 
may be taken for examination. During this 
clinical examination the veterinary officer 
should attempt to form an opinion as to the 
cause of any abnormality encountered ; if he is 
suspicious that it is of tuberculous origin he 
should isolate the animal and restrict the sale 
of its milk pending the assistance he would derive 
from the laboratory examination of a sample of 
milk. Each sample of milk taken should be 
submitted to a microscopical and, if necessary, 
biological test. Assuming the udder is normal 
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in every way, the general physical condition of 
the animal is then noted. 

A great deal of information can be obtained 
by observing the natural movements of the 
animal. Should a cow cough the nature of the 
cough should be observed. If the history 
elicits the fact that the cow coughs frequently, 
the cause should be ascertained by endeavouring 
to take a specimen of sputum. In this connec- 
tion I may say that after long experience in the 
field I am firmly convinced that it is quite 
useless to swab an animal’s throat by mechanical 
means. I find the best way of collecting sputum 
is to make the cow cough on to a flat surface and 
obtain the sputum after it has been expectorated, 
using a sterile swab. Early this year in The 
Veterinary Record, Dr. Brook described in great 
detail some European methods of taking sputa 
from bovines. While in no way depreciating 
Dr. Brook’s article (on the contrary, his paper 
was excellent and most informative) yet I fear 
the modus operandi recommended therein is 
somewhat difficult to carry out in this country. 

Much can be learned from auscultation and 
percussion of the chest (this subject would form 
a paper in itself and I merely mention it here 
in passing). One also notes any discharges from 
the natural passages. Any enlarged lymph 
glands can also be seen. 

In every county where a scheme for the 
routine examination of dairy herds is in opera- 
tion, it will be appreciated that an official 
laboratory is essential. A good deal of con- 
troversy exists as to who should examine 
microscopically specimens of sputa and milk, 
and some counties advocate that the veterinary 
officer should himself carry out the micro- 
scopical portion of the examination of specimens. 
While this is very desirable from some stand- 
points, in my opinion, it is putting extra work 
on the veterinary officer. There is no question 
of the veterinary officer being unable to do these 
examinations, but I think, in surveying the 
nature of his work, microscopical and biological 
tests should be carried out by an independent 
party. Some may say that the microscopical 
examination of specimens increases the interest 
of the veterinary officer in his duties, but I fail to 
see this. 

In addition to sputa other specimens are 
submitted to the laboratory, these including 
urine, faeces and specimens of discharge from the 
uterus. The number of uterine swabs which are 
returned positive is amazing. 

Clinical examination of our dairy herds must 
never be looked upon as the last stage in the 
attempt to eradicate tuberculosis ; it is, indeed, 
the first step towards the dissemination of know- 
ledge amongst stock-owners, and if efficiently 
and conscientiously carried out it does reduce 
the incidence of tuberculosis and other diseases 
which affect bovines. In support of this state- 
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ment, I may say that before periodical clinical 
examination was commenced in Essex, the 
incidence of tubercle bacilli present in bulk milk 
was in the region of 12 per cent. After the first 
year of examinations (three per annum) this 
figure dropped to 4 per cent., and it is hoped 
this year that with an increasing number of 
Aceredited herds the percentage will be less 
than 2 per cent. 

With regard to the frequency of routine 
examination, it is my opinion that to make 
clinical examination more efficient, a “‘ flying ”’ 
herd should be examined once every two months 
and a self-contained herd can be efficiently 
examined twice a year. As time goes on the 
veterinary officer will be able to discover tuber- 
culous disease in its earliest stage, and con- 
sequently higher values will be placed upon 
animals taken under the order. 

Another point which I consider to be of great 
importance is that the clinical examination of a 
herd should be checked by the_ biological 
examination of a representative herd sample of 
milk taken immediately after the clinical 
examination, but not including the milk from 
any animal which the veterinary officer may have 
under suspicion. 

We have a long way to go before we can hope 
to get tuberculosis under proper control. The 
onus of responsibility does not rest entirely 
upon the veterinary officer, as some would have 
us believe, but depends upon the producer who 
can do much in the way of maintaining a self- 
contained herd and eventually aspire to the 
formation of a ‘‘ Tubereulin Tested ”’ herd. 

I have no doubt that you have read the state- 
ment made by the Minister of Agriculture 
in the House of Commons on May 27th. It 
is not yet known what the Minister’s scheme is 
[These proposals have since been laid before 
the House and approved.—Editor.] but I 
feel that a routine clinical examination by 
the veterinary officer is the first thing to be done 
in clearing tuberculosis from our herds. 

I have only been able to touch the fringe 
of a very extensive subject, but. I have 
endeavoured to give you the main outline of 
what we are doing in Essex and what I have 


done in other counties before going to Essex. 


I feel more than confident that veterinary 
clinical examination is the first step, and that if 
it is carried out in an efficient manner, it is bound 
to reduce the incidence of tuberculosis, although 
it will never eradicate it. Clinical examination 
and the inauguration of self-contained herds is 
indeed the first step in the establishment of 
tuberculin tested herds. 

In conclusion, may I say that there is 
definitely a great future in front of us as a pro- 
fession, where each one of us can do something, 
no matter how little, towards the common 
objective of disease eradication. 
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With these few scattered remarks, I hope 
that a lively discussion will follow and I shall do 
my best to answer any questions relative to the 
subject. 


Discussion 


Captain H. B. CoLLer opened the discussion 
on the call of the President (Professor J. G. 
Wright) in the following terms:— 


I have to thank you for the compliment you 
have paid me in asking me to open the discus- 
sion on Captain Medlock’s paper. As speech 
does not come readily to me I must, however, 
confess to a feeling of diffidence in undertaking 
the task, more particularly as the paper has been» 
prepared by one whose experience may be said 
to date almost from the inception of routine 
clinical examination. The clinical examination 
of dairy herds is of very considerable 
importance. 

Captain Medlock has, I think, very wisely 
suggested that there should be no discussion of 
the question of the employment of part-time or 
whole-time veterinary officers on this work. I 
do not intend to discuss this subject but apropos 
of it I should like to be permitted to digress a 
little. 

For years past we have been continually hear- 
ing the complaints of farmers about the state 
of agriculture, how bad existing conditions are 
and generally blaming the Government for not — 
doing anything. I have often wondered what 
consideration, if any, farmers have given to the 
position of the country practitioner. I feel that 
in many ways his position is just as bad as the 
farmer’s. He works, as often as not, seven days 
a week and the day’s work often extends into 
the evening and not infrequently into the night, 
yet for all this labour he makes a bare living. 
We are now, I believe, at the commencement of 
an altempt to improve conditions in the livestock 
industry and I feel that any schemes put forward 
towards this end should include in’ them 
provision for the betterment of conditions now 
existing in regard to country practice. My own 
opinion is that purely agricultural practice ought 
to be put on a panel basis. Both the farmer 
and the practitioner would benefit. It would 
not, I think, cost the farmer much more than 
he now spends on veterinary services and the 
purchase of patent medicines, and with the bug- 
bear of bad debts and long-overdue accounts 
removed, it would, I feel sure, add much to the 
efficiency of the practitioner’s services. 

In discussing the clinical examination of dairy 
herds it is impossible to separate it from the 
question of tuberculosis. The fact that tubercle 
is so frequently found in milk has been the 
chief factor in the institution of clinical examina- 
tion. While the regular systematic examination 
of dairy herds is of great value and has 
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undoubtedly effected a great reduction in the 
percentage of infected bulk samples, it can only, 
as Captain Medlock has pointed out, form a part 
of any real attempt to eradicate tuberculosis 
itself. He would be a rash and a very inexperi- 
enced man who, after examining a herd of dairy 
cows, would be prepared to say that he had left 
undetected no cases of open tuberculosis. Unless 
we can make more general use of the tuberculin 
test and carry out with it Bang’s system, very 
little headway can be made. There are, of course, 
so many aspects of the subject that it can be 
discussed indefinitely. One point, and I think 
that it cannot be too strongly stressed, is that 
if headway is to be made you must have the 
dairy farmer with you. If he is not in it heart 
and soul failure is inevitable. Quite naturally 
he is in it to make the best living out of il 
that he can and to get him really interested 
the marketing of milk will have to be so managed 
as to make the production of milk of tuberculin- 
tested grade the most profitable of all. With 
regard to the other three scourges, namely, 
Bang’s disease, mastitis, and Johne’s disease, they 
each have their separate difficulties and make a 
bad situation worse. Here again it is a case of 
the owner’s interest in the problem. 

Captain Medlock has described in some detail 
the routine connected with clinical examination 
and I am in almost complete agreement with 
_ him. I do feel, however, that the microscopical 
examination of milk and sputum ought to be 
carried out by the veterinary officer making the 
clinical examination. If he cannot find time to 
do this I suggest that in his working day he 
is probably examining too many cows. There 
should, I think, except where special circum- 
stances exist, be a daily limit to the number 
examined. The work, conscientiously done, is 
exacting and tiring. The microscopic examina- 
tion, to my mind, adds a little sport to the game 
and gives one the satisfaction of very frequently 
“ bagging”’ one’s own bird. Not only this, but 
the veterinary oflicer who makes his, own 
examination has the clinical picture before him 
and will discover more positives under the 
microscope than will the laboratory and will 
leave less to the guinea-pig. The result, too, is 
usually a much more rapid cleaning up of an 
investigation—and a case rapidly cleared up is 
also very much more satisfactory to the farmer. 
In a proportion of our cases in Buckinghamshire 
it has been possible to find a cow and prove 
it by microscopical examination the same day 
and also in some cases to get the agreement in 
respect to value signed and the notice of 
intended slaughter sent out in the same day, 
while on the following day after that the cow 
has been slaughtered. In any case of this kind a 
bulk sample from the remaining cows is always 
submitted to guinea-pig inoculation to make cer- 
tain that no other case has been left in the 
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herd. These cases give one a great feeling of 
satisfaction. It is, of course, unfortunately a fact 
that we also have other cases which give us far 
more trouble, but even in some of these more 
difficult ones, it has occasionally been possible 
by taking a number of individual samples, 
centrifuging them and discarding those with 
insufficient sediment from which to make a 
slide, and then examining slides with the low- 
power for cell groups, eventually to find the 
culprit. It has to be admitted that this procedure 
is tedious but when the outcome is successful 
one feels that the trouble has been well worth 
while. 

Like Captain Medlock 1 feel sure that there 
is work for all of us; in fact, probably more 
work than can be done by our present numbers. 
I do feel, however, as I stated at the beginning, 
that to ensure the satisfactory performance of 
this work some scheme of panel insurance will 
have to be evolved to place agricultural practice 
on a satisfactory basis. At the present time the 
country practitioner is the hardest worked and, 
in proportion to the amount of his work, the most 
poorly remunerated of us all. 


Captain W. J. Leysuon thanked both Captain 
Medlock and Captain Collet for their contribu- 
tions, and ventured to take advantage of that 
opportunity of congratulating the President and 
Council of the Society, on having arranged during 
the session, a programme of papers of such 
variety as to include one of interest to whole- 
time officers. He agreed with Captain Medlock 
that the administration of the Epizootic Order 
of 1922 had been of practically no effect; a 
positive vaginal discharge proved nothing 
He would ask percentage of positive 
urines and faeces he had got in clinical 
cases of tuberculosis and thought that the good- 
will of the producer could usually be relied 
upon concerning the withholding of secretion 
from mastitis udders, if only for the reason that 
milk with so called “ drags” did not keep. In 
Captain Medlock’s remarks regarding the cases 
salvaged under the amended Tuberculosis Orders 
he could not follow his statement “ opening the 
door to malpractice.” The veterinary inspector 
post-mortemed the cases. In this connection, he 
would like to know his views regarding chronic 
cough with clinical tuberculosis in those cases of 
fat cows showing a positive sputum. He (the 
speaker) would agree with Captain Collet, regard- 
ing at least the microscopic examination of 
sputum, that this could be done by the inspector. 
The incidence which Captain Medlock had given 
of 13 per cent. of positive bulk samples seemed 
to be the usual average. Milk coming into 
London had been very steadily around 10 per 
cent. The speaker would fully endorse the 
practice of checking one’s own clinical examina- 
tions by submitting to the biologic test, bulks 
from the cows passed, for he would admit that in 
herds of very old cows, a positive percentage 
could at times almost reach the figure of 0:4. 

Mr. J. S. Srewarp observed that Captain 
Medlock’s criticism of the Ministry of Health 
would be overcome if that Ministry had a veter- 
inary officer appointed to their staff. (Hear, 
hear.) He thought that the essayist had misread 
the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act. Five 
days, as mentioned in the Act, applied only to 
such conditions as septic condition of the 
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uterus, infective conditions of the udder and 
teats and any comatose condition. 

So far as he saw the matter, the procedure 
described by Dr. Brook in the Velerinary Record 
could not be applied by them in the execution 
of their duties under the Tuberculosis Order— 
operative interference was not permissible. 

He agreed that equipment should be supplied 
by the local authority in suitable form, but he 
was not in agreement with Captain Medlock in 
regard to the condemnation for food of all cows 
taken under the Tuberculosis Order. Quite a 
large number of such cows were in good condi- 
tion; there might only be lesions in the udder 
and one other gland and the whole carcase might 
be fit for food. He was also not of the essayist’s 
opinion about routine inspection being likely to 
reduce the incidence of tuberculosis in cattle: 
he did not see how it could, at all events for a 
number of years. One might be very careful 
in examining a herd but one could not detect 
all cases with slight tuberculosis of the glands 
only and such animals might at any time develop 
acute miliary or generalised tuberculosis within 
a matter of two to three months and during this 
time have been a source of infection to other 
cattle. He was at variance with Mr. Medlock, 
too, in regard to veterinary inspectors not doirg 
their own microscopics: he (Mr. Steward) 
thought that they should do these for themselves 
as the factor of fatigue entered in after a long 
day’s exclusive inspection work. It was a great 
help to examine one’s own samples if possible. Of 
course he was strongly in agreement with the 
essayist in regard to the necessity for herd samp- 
ling. He was surprised to hear the figure four 
tuberculous udders in 1,000 cows mentioned by 
Captain Leyshon as being missed clinically. His 
own figures showed that altogether only about 
four cows in 1,000 were affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder as indicated by herd 
sampling in the district for which he was 
responsible. 

he speaker concluded by expressing the view 
that the routine examination was not a complete 
success in some counties because the veterinary 
inspectors were asked to examine too many cows. 
It was no use for the county councils to try 
to get this work done on a basis of economy 
rather than efficiency. He congratulated Captain 
Medlock in bringing forward such an interesting 
subject for discussion. 

Mr. R. BENNETT stated that he had had some 
experience of this work as a part-time officer and 
he had found it very interesting. He was hoping 
that Captain Medlock was going to give them 
rather more about the clinical examination of 
the cows, especially in regard to a_ point on 
which he had found it extremely difficult to 
differentiate; that was, between the cow which 


had a marked crepitation of the lungs due to- 


tuberculosis and the animal that had a crepita- 
tion due to emphysema. 

Another clinical point which had struck him 
forcibly was that, on making post-mortem 
examination of cows seized for tuberculosis of 
the udder, in many cases the only lesion found, 
other than the udder lesion, was an_ isolated, 
partly-healed spot in the lung. It appeared to 
him that commonly a rly Mo ung lesion 
broke down, discharging bacilli into the blood 
stream and that one of the earliest places for the 
bacilli thus freed to be arrested was the udder. 
_ He would like to refer to the matter of notify- 
ing the farmer as to the time of inspection. 
Speaking as a practitioner, he did think that the 
owner should be notified: his own experience 
was that they appreciated it, and he did not 


think it was fair to assume that because the 
farmer was notified he was going to play any 
tricks about the matter. (Hear, hear.) In his 
view the most advantageous time to examine a 
herd was after the milking and not at the time 
of milking. One then had a reasonably empty 
udder to deal with, and also a little milk to take 
if it was necessary to take it in the way of a 
sample, 

Mr. G. H. Mitts said that he was a little 
disappointed that Capfain Medlock did not give 
them some help in regard to the auscultation of 
the chest: he hoped he should learn the value 
of the stethoscope or the phonendoscope. 

He would like to know what degree of signifi- 
‘ance the essayist attached to enlargement of the 
supramammary gland. That was mentioned in 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order as a condi- 
tion in which the milk should not be used; 
but there were many instances in which one got. 
such enlargement but where the cows were quite 
free from tuberculosis or other detectable 
disease. He thought the phrase in the Tuber- 
culosis Order would be improved by the omission 
of the words “ chronic cough.” 

With regard to the number of cows examined 
per day, he thought it was unfair to generalise 
there. In a herd of good quality cows one could 
examine a large number in a short time whereas 
it took a long while to examine a herd of animals 
in poor condition or of inferior quality showing 
udder abnormalities, 

Mr. G. W. SEARLES enquired if Captain Medlock 
would give in detail the method by which one 
should clinically examine the udder. He thought 
there should be something definite laid down as 
to the manner in which the clinical examination 
of that organ should be conducted, so that they 
could all work on similar lines. 

Mr. J. B. GrirFirus observed that he would like 
to congratulate Captain Medlock on the very 
interesting discourse he had given the Society 
that evening. He was afraid, however, that he 
would have to disagree with him on the question 
of the palpation of the udder in regard to the 
supramammary gland. When he (the speaker) 
started, he thought that enlargement of the gland 
was indicative of tuberculosis, but after a little 
experience he found that one could place little 
or no reliance on that. In common with every 
officer having to work the Tuberculosis Order, 
he had come up against that bugbear “ chronic 
cough.” Only that week he had to take an 
animal under the Order as suffering from chronic 
cough when she was affected with an erupted 
popliteal abscess. He thought it was about time 
that representation was made to the Ministry 
to have the term deleted from the Order; it 
could be then treated as a definite clinical 
symptom as and when it occurred. ; 

Captain F. F. Horton said that he thought it 
was very important that the inspector who con- 
ducted the clinical examination should do his 
own microscopics—he thought it made his work 
altogether more interesting. As Mr. Steward had 
observed, the inspector became very tired of 
going on the whole day long doing the clinical 
examinations only. 

Mr. GRIFFITHS, speaking again with the Presi- 
dent’s permission, said that he desired to sound a 
note of warning to Captain Collet regarding the 
discarding of centrifuge tubes containing only a 
small deposit: if he did that he would miss many 
tuberculous cows. 

Captain CoLiet replied that he was aware that 
he missed some by adopting that method; on the 
other hand, he had caught others which he never 
suspected of being tuberculous, 


of 
ict 
ar 
re 
le 
4 
th 
re 
3, 
yf 
e 
e 
A 
t 
' 


886 No. 29. Vor. 49. 


Mr. W. Grant said that he would like to point 
out that not all acid-alcohol-fast organisms found 
on microscopical examination were necessarily 
tubercle bacilli and recently he encountered a 
most interesting case in that acid-alcohol-fast 
bacilli were found in the sputum of a cow in a 
tested herd. Happily, biological examination did 
not confirm the microscopical examination. If 
this cow had been in an ordinary herd she 
would probably have been dealt with immedi- 
ately under the Tuberculosis Order, being an 
“open” case. Therefore one must not jump to 
conclusions rashly. 

Another point worthy of discussion was 
whether the veterinary officer should take the 
bulk sample himself direct from the cow or 
whether he should take it from the bulk milk 
in the churns, and again it seemed ridiculous 
to take four or eight ounces of milk as a 
representative sample of a hundred gallons or 
so. His own personal opinion was that a half 
a pint of milk for every hundred gallons would 
be more or less representative of the bulk supply. 

Dealing with the disposal of cows under the 
Tuberculosis Order, Mr. Grant was of opinion 
that until the veterinary officer was responsible 
for meat inspection it was rather dangerous to 
allow these animals to go forward for human 
food. In Scotland it was quite different in that 
there were established public abattoirs and some- 
times a good deal of salvage could be obtained 
from the disposal of carcases taken under the 
Tuberculosis Order. 

Mr. H, E. Bywater described the disposal of 
carcases as a very important point and one of 
which they, as a profession, should take great 
care. His experience of old cows was that while 
over 50 per cent. of them had tuberculosis in 
some form or other, yet the majority were passed 
on for human consumption. It was unwise to 
condemn a cow without post-mortem examina- 
tion merely because she had been taken under 
the Tuberculosis Order. Another point cropped 
up: he would rather, in spite of the fact that we 
had not a uniform system of meat inspection 
by veterinary surgeons in this country, that cows 
taken under the Order should go to the slaughter- 
house rather than to the knackeries, for there 
was no knowing where those cows went once 
they got into some knackeries. 

With regard to the number of samples of milk. 
prior to the establishment of routine inspection 
of dairy cattle in Essex, his authority took a great 
number of samples of milk in the bulk supply 
from Essex. They still took a fair number of 
samples, and he was pleased to say, that powa- 
days there was a marked reduction in the num- 
ber which were positive to the guinea-pig test. 
Concerning the palpation of the supramammary 
glands, his experience was that that taught them 
nothing. They would find cases with very much 
enlarged supramammary glands, even’ with 
caseous areas in those glands, and yet the udder 
would be perfectly normal. The opposite also 
prevailed in that the udder might be caseating 
and the supramammary gland normal. 

Mr. Steward dealt with all cases at all ages; 
the percentage of udder cases that Mr. Leyshon 
got must be far in excess of those of Mr. Steward 
—Mr. Leyshon dealt with cows in London 
dairies which were only sold to the London 
dairyman when the farmer had finished with 
them. Also one would get a high percentage of 
tuberculosis in old cows: he had found that 
nearly 60 per cent. of old cows were suffering 
from tuberculosis in some degree or other. Since 
the establishment of whole-time staffs in the 


adjacent counties he had noticed that the cows 
that were going into their slaughterhouses now 
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were considerably younger than they used to be. 
There had been a reduction of nearly 25 per cent. 
in about five years in the incidence of tuber- 
culosis in cows passing through his slaughter- 
houses. 

Vety. Lieut.-Colonel G. REEs-MoGG observed 
that he was in the category neither of a general 
practitioner nor of a_ full-time veterinary 
inspector but that of a retired, old and worn- 
out veterinary officer, but that he had during 
the last 15 years kept a herd of pedigree dairy 
cattle. A man said to him once: “If you keep 
a stud of race-horses you have few_ troubles, 
but if you keep a herd of dairy cattle it is a 
case of one trouble after another!” 

From the financial point of view, of course, 
contagious abortion caused an owner more loss 
than all the other diseases of cattle put together: 
one never knew when one was finished with it. 
He had a bad outbreak in his herd a few years 
ago and unfortunately the animals affected were 
the best and the most valuable. He did not 
want to get rid of them because they were rather 
fashionably bred and full of good milking records, 
and he tried to isolate them and carried out 
blood testing periodically. Some of the animals 
aborted three times, some twice, and the majority 
only once. Of course, keeping isolated animals 
affected with the disease was a very difficult 
proposition; it necessitaled keeping two_ lots 
of buildings and fields and also the attendants 
could take the infection in their boots, clothing, 
etc., while dogs and other animals could carry 
the infection about. It was quite impossible for 
the average farmer to do proper isolation as he 
had not got the buildings nor the fields. 

However, he was quite well rewarded, as one 
of his best cows which had aborted her first calf. 
never aborted again and bred him a very good 
heifer calf which had won him, both last year and 
this, a lot of prizes. With that trouble one nearly 
always got mastitis, which was also a very 
troublesome thing; moreover, with contagious 
abortion one got a very large proportion of 
animals which would not breed at all. He was 
‘areful to see that the bull that served her had 
his penis, ete., washed and that he was not used 
again on another animal for some weeks. Some 
said that this was not necessary, but he was 
not going to run any risks. He would like to 
say that in bringing new animals into his herd, 
he had learnt from bitter personal experience 
that it was most important not to put them 
amongst one’s herd till a second agglutination test 
had been carried out two months after the first. 

Johne’s disease was also very prevalent. Five 
years ago he lost five animals within four months 
which were valued at £500: they all went down 
after calving and were dead in three weeks, 
although they had been in perfectly good health 
prior to calving. 

The Accredited Herds Scheme was a step in 
the right direction, but in his opinion accredited 
herds did not mean very much: he thought they 
would find a good many samples of milk from 
accredited herds containing tubercle bacilli. Mr. 
Hugh Begg had stated that if they got rid of 
the old cows they could hope to eliminate 
tuberculosis. He (the speaker) was quite sure 
that Mr. Begg was right, but if one had a good 
cow breeding very good calves it was rather 
hard to have to get rid of her. Reverting to 
contagious abortion, it was very difficult for the 
average farmer to keep his cattle separate: if 
they could keep their young stock away from the 
old cows, that would help towards the elimina- 
tion of many of the diseases. Infection was 
carried about on the boots of the farm hands and 
in the feeding and other ways. 
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For Erythema, etc., in pet dogs. Composed of Calamine, Salicylic Acid with Oxide of 
Zinc, etc., perfumed. To be well rubbed into the affected parts three or four times a week. 
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Three years ago after the International Veter- 
inary Conference he had visited Canada and 
America where they had areas which were quite 
free from contagious abortion and tuberculosis. 
The former disease was on the increase in this 
country, and he did not know how its spread 
was to be stopped because it was spread by such 
a multitude of agencies. 

As regards Johne’s disease, of course the great 
precaution to be taken there was to do away 
with all ponds. He had done so and also sunk 
wells and had pumped water from the river into 
troughs. Also it was important nof to put fresh 
manure on to grass land or to empty cess tanks 
on to grass land. During the last five years he 
had only lost one animal from Johne’s disease 
and this was a Jersey, which breed, in his 
opinion, was very susceptible to Johne’s disease, 

As regard mastitis, there were two types—the 
ordinary mastitis which, his laboratory advisers 
told him, was caused by a streptococcus, and 
the summer mastitis caused by a diplococcus. 
He would like to add that he never did any 
microscopical work himself. Wanting to be sure 
that the results were correct he sent the work 
away. (Laughter.) He would like to say that 
laboratory experts sometimes made mistakes. 

As a prevention of mastitis with in-calf heifers 
and dry cows, he always painted the end of their 
teats with methylated spirits and put collodion 
on every ten days. f course with cows that 
gave a great deal of milk it did not take much 
for them to get a mild attack of mastitis: a chill 
or small injury was quite sufficient, but if not 
treated at once very serious results would follow. 
The number of cows which lost a quarter as the 
result was enormous and unless the cow was a 
ve good one she had to be sold to the butcher. 

feeding was a most important part in keeping 
cows healthy and helping to ward off disease. 
If cows gave enormous quantities of milk it was 
very necessary to put back into the system lime 
and phosphates and other constituents, so he 
used amongst his various foods meat meal and 
iodised salts. He would like to ask the reader 
of the paper what would be the average milking 
life of the cows in his county. It would, he 
believed, be surprisingly short—probably about 
two-and-a-half years. 

Dr. Tom Hare observed that he was grateful 
for the interesting contribution from Colonel 
Rees-Mogg. It was very gratifying as well as 
instructive to have a distinguished member of 
our profession as the owner of a pedigree herd 
and who could, therefore, represent the problem 
from the point of view of the owner. He thought 
that Colonel Rees-Mogg had made some very 
striking remarks; such as his having kept a herd 
for 15 years clear of serious diseases. That 
showed what could be done. Colonel Rees-Mogg 
had explained to them a possible source of his 
later ill-fortune. Was not that an_ interesting 
and more instructive commentary on the position 
than the opener’s contribution and that of some 
other speakers? What he (Dr. Hare) wanted to 
get to know from these whole-time officers was 
not the gross incidence of tuberculosis in their 
county or area, since such figures were of value 
only to the whole-time officer himself as an 
index of the quality of his technique, but they 
did not get us much further with the solution 
of the real problem. Was all this whole-time 
rate-aided work reducing the incidence’ of 
tuberculosis in the country as a_ whole, in 
any one county and in the individual farms? 
He felt particularly that they needed very. much 
more information with regard to the incidence 
on individual farms, and what were Mr. 
Medlock’s views on the factors differentiating one 
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farm from another as regards the incidence of the 
diseases under discussion. Were Mr. Medlock 
and his colleagues successfully preserving herds 
over a long period from these serious diseases? 
If not, what were the reasons? He (Dr. Hare) 
believed that correct answers to these questions 
were of fundamental importance to our states- 
men. It was all very well talking about 
additional panel and other rate-aided services, 
but the work should be carried out on a business 
basis by the Government. Was it an economic 
proposition to tax-payers and rate-payers for the 
Government to assist the farmer, independent of 
the farmer’s quality, by grants to eradicate 
disease from the badly infected or badly man- 
aged farms to be found up and down the 
country? Recently Dr. Savage had asserted at a 
meeting of the Royal Society of Medicine that the 
money spent on the veterinary services had done 
nothing to reduce the incidence of tuberculosis 
among cattle in this country. Were figures. 
available to support or to contradict such a 
statement as that? 

Mr. J. T. TURNEY observed that he would like to 
—* one or two points as a late assistant 
under a county council: for example, such 
matters as the notice served on farmers and 
also the examination of specimens at home. In 
regard to the former matter, if one had a certain 
number of animals to get through and travelling 
was difficult it was impossible to estimate any 
time at all for specification in notices served 
on farmers. In regard to the second point, after 
riding (and walking!) 40 or 50 miles in a 
mountainous district and inspecting herds there- 
in, it was too much to expect the veterinary 
inspector to carry out the delicate task of examin- 
ing milk samples afterwards. In his opinion the 
—— best qualified to examine samples should 
deal with them. The two jobs did not seem to 
go too well together. Then he thought the 
monotonous form-filling business should be cut 
down somewhat. (Laughter.) 

Another aspect of the work was that the 
veterinary inspector was often asked to examine 
sO many animals that a really thorough examina- 
tion was not possible. He desired to know some- 
thing definite about those cows which were 
reported to be “ coughers.” If the Ministry had 
intervened in certain cases taken on the evidence 
of positive sputums alone he thought they might 
have objected to the slaughter of those cows. 

Lastly, he quite agreed with the point that had 
been raised about animals taken for human 
consumption. Fortunately they had an abattoir 
near by which was under the control of a 
municipal veterinary Officer, and the animals 
were taken there and dealt with in the same way 
as all other animals which had arrived for 
slaughter. 

The Presiwenr (Professor J. G. Wright) 
observed that he was sure that all would agree 
that the discussion had been mest interestin 
and instructive. (Hear, hear.) The subject ha 
been ably put before them, and it had been 
discussed from every angle; in short, they had 
spent an evening of very great value. (Applause.) 

Dr. Hare had raised the vexed —. had 
veterinary inspection under the Tuberculosis 
Order and the Milk and Dairies Order reduced 
the incidence of tuberculosis in cows? He had 
quoted the eminent medical authority who had 
recently stated it had done nothing to that end. 
One could appreciate the great difficulties of 
veterinary officers in this connection for they 
served two masters, the Ministries of Health and 
Agriculture. Routine inspection of the ¢ow’s 
udder, the subject under discussion, had been 
introduced with a view to reducing the incidence 
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of tubercle bacilli in milk, and was primarily 
au public health rather than an animal health 
measure. That they had been successful was 
proved by the figures quoted by Captain Medlock. 
As the result of his and his colleagues’ activities 
in Essex, the incidence of tubercle in milk 
produced in that county, had fallen from 12 per 
cent. to 4 per cent. in two years—a very salutary 
state of affairs upon which they were to be 
congratulated, (Hear, hear.) As veterinarians, 
however, their chief concern was the reduction 
of disease in animals, and it was reasonable to 
assume that, whilst reducing the incidence of the 
condition in milk, they had also reduced the 
incidence of the disease in cattle, for did not the 
difference between 12 per cent. and 4 per cent. 
represent, more or less, the number of chronic 
disseminators of tubercle bacilli, to cattle as well 
as man, that they had removed? He _ thought 
that a time would come when they would reach 
a minimum figure below which they could not 
get, and that figure would represent the incidence 
of udder involvement in tuberculosis of cattle 
of a clinical degree that did not warrant their 
seizure under the present Acts. 

He thought that the answer to Mr. Steward 
in this connection was that his county had 
robably reached this state of affairs. The new 
Minister of Agriculture had been mentioned. He 
hoped that if anyone present had the good for- 
tune to dine with him in the future’ they 
would point out that the money spent so far had 
been well spent, but what the profession wished 
to do was tackle bovine tuberculosis before it 
reached the udder. 


Tue REPLY 
Captain Meptock, called upon to reply to the 


oints raised in the discussion, first thanked the 
“ellows for their favourable criticism of the few 
remarks he had made. He must say they had 
let him down very lightly, and he only wished 
that time allowed him to go more deeply into the 
subject. 

In regard to the veterinary officer examining 
his own samples of milk, he thought the whole 
thing depended on the amount of other work the 
veterinary officer had to do. He had always 
reckoned it a good day’s work to examine five 
farms a day and the veterinary officer should not 
be called upon to do more. The average herd in 
Essex was just over 21 cows; that made 100 
animals to be examined per day. But the veter- 
inary officer had many other things to do besides 
routine inspections and every oflicer knew only 
too well how much of his time was taken up by 
these other duties. He was once asked in [;ssex 
how much a veterinary officer should do. He 
replied by saying that the veterinary oflicer ought 
to do as nth as he could. Each assistant veter- 
inary officer was in charge of his particular area 
and was responsible to him for his work; each 
one had got his area. He carried the farmer 
with him, for the farmer benefited by the result 
of his examinations, 

Mr. Griffiths and Mr. Mills had asked what was 
the definite clinical evidence of tuberculosis. If 
his hearers looked through the “ accredited ” 
herd regulations they would see that any animal 
suffering from a form of tuberculosis which 
could be diagnosed clinically could be taken 
under the Order. Mr, Stewart had made refer- 
ence to the five days’ restrictions for some 
diseases. Mr. Medlock would be perfectly can- 
did with them: when he started first, he got a 
legal member of the county council to draw up 
a suitable form, and they put all the diseases 
obligatory under that Order under the five days’ 
restrictions, 


Mr. Bennett had raised an interesting question. 
He (Captain Medlock) admitted that it was very 
difficult to differentiate between the various 
diseases he mentioned, and he would subject the 
animal to the tuberculin test: there were cases 
when it was humanly impossible to differentiate 
between them otherwise. 

There was one point that no one had men- 
tioned—and he must confess that he was at fault 
in omitting reference to it from his paper—that 
was, care of and atlention to the calves. The 
calves of to-day were to be the cows of to-morrow 
and he thought they should concentrate their 
efforts on housing and feeding, thinking specially 
of young bovine stock, 

Dr. Hare had asked, does the disease-free farm 
pay economically? It certainly would not pay 
the veterinary profession to have cattle disease 
totally eradicated, but they must not—and did 
not—look at the matter from that angle, but 
from that of the farmer and the community. 
Moreover, there were always other things and 
his own opinion was that the farmers must be 
loaned some money in order to combat disease: 
they could not do it themselves. 

Dr. Hare had asked, also, what was the number 
of really healthy herds in comparison with the 
number of diseased herds in the county. In his 
own county there were few really healthy herds, 
but in regard to these healthy herds, despite the 
fact that the restrictions involved in keeping 
them so might be very irksome, they paid the 
farmer. They were getting more of this kind of 
farm. When he started they had 22 tubercle- 
free herds; now they had 55 and some of those 
herds were going in for the Ministry’s Attested 
Scheme—but not many, 

Mr. Mills had enquired about tubercle bacilli 
being demonstrated in the fore-milk. He believed 
the whole thing depended upon the locus of the 
disease: if it were situated low down, the fore- 
milk would yield tubercle bacilli; if high up, 
then the later milk would do so. 

Regarding the clinical methods of examining 
the cow, he had always gone on the assumption 
that anything that was abnormal must be treated 
as a sign of disease. He would sample the 
animals concerned, and if the laboratory said 
streptococci were present in the milk he was 
entitled to say it was a case of mastitis: the 
guinea-pig was the acid test. He had always 
made a_ practice of sampling any udder 
abnormality. 

In reply to Mr. Searles, if the animal was 
empty, examine the four quarters; if they were 
soft and pliable, one would be justified in passing 
the animal clinically, but if palpation disclosed 
any induration of any size, a sample of milk 
should be taken and sent to the laboratory for 
microscopical examination. 

He thought that the condition of the supra- 
mammary lymphatic glands was not of great 
value as a guide to the existence or non- 
existence of tuberculosis, 

In answer to Captain Leyshon, when they 
found an animal with an intermittent uterine 
discharge, they always sampled the discharge 
and it was really astounding what a number of 
such animals they found, on posl-mortem examin- 
ation, to be affected with tuberculosis of the 
uterus, 
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The Agriculture Bill, 1937, 
and the Veterinary 


Profession 


ROVISION is made in the Agriculture Bill 

at present before Parliament for the trans- 
ference to the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
majority of veterinary officers in other public 
services, whether these belong to Government 
departments or to local authorities. On the 
surface this transference certainly seems to be 
in the interests of improved efficiency in the 
campaign against the diseases of animals, 
but there may be some danger of losing 
specialised knowledge unless this change is made 
with considerable care. It appears probable 
that the veterinary officers who have. been 
largely engaged in public health work are to be 
added to the present service of veterinary 
inspectors in the Ministry of Agriculture without 
in any way considering the rather specialised 
experience of the two services and the con- 
siderably enlarged outlook and scope of the new 
service. It is obvious that the new service will 
be markedly different from the old one and its 
status should, therefore, be increased. The 
N.V.M.A., in its national scheme, visualised a 
new department of animal health, comprising 
under its Principal and Assistant Principal 
Veterinary Officers several specialised branches 
and the utilisation of the bulk of veterinary 
practitioners. The present scheme envisaged 
by the Government would seem to need the 
co-operation of at least four of these specialised 
branches, namely, a disease eradication service 
consisting of the present staff of the Ministry 
but considerably enlarged, a service for the 
control of the production and quality of milk, 
a poultry service and finally a chain of labora- 
tories throughout the country to help in 
diagnosis, immunisation and other procedures 
essential to any large scheme of preventive 
medicine and necessary to all three of the services 
previously mentioned. There is a suggestion, 
however, that the Ministry intends to run the 
first three services within the ambit of their 
present veterinary service and that there is a 
possibility that all the laboratory work will be 
carried out at Weybridge. We fear that such 
cautious organisation may be fraught with 
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disaster and we hope that the true intentions 
of the Minister are more in keeping with the 
N.V.M.A. scheme. In introducing the Financial 
Proposals for the present Bill into the House of 
Commons, the Minister said, “‘ I hope to see from 
this a rise in the whole status of the veterinary 
profession in this country, and that will be of 
lasting benefit to agriculture and to the nation.” 
One of the best ways of bringing about the 
fulfilment of these hopes will be for the Minister 
to insist upon the creation within his Ministry 
of a Department of Animal Health with its 
Principal Veterinary Officers holding far more 
important posts than that held by the Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the present State veterinary 
service. 

Referring to the new organisation and the 
practitioner, the Minister stated “‘ Some appre- 
hensions have been expressed... that in 
some way part-time practising veterinary sur- 
geons will have their living interfered with, 
but there is no ground at all for that fear.” 
We hope that this statement will remain true 
and that the Minister in considering the utilisa- 
tion of the services of the veterinary practitioner 
in the State organisation will seriously consider 
the recommendations of the N.V.M.A. At an 
early date an opportunity should be made in 
Parliament for the Minister to affirm that it is 
not the intention of the Government to adopt 
the unsatisfactory and dangerous recommenda- 
tions of the Gowland Hopkins Report, but that 
an essential and permanent part of the proposed 
centralised veterinary organisation will be the 
utilisation of the services of the general veteri- 
nary practitioner. 

Finally, it will not be out of place to express 
the hope that the Government will ensure that 
any veterinary surgeon suffering loss of office 
or diminution in emolyments as a result of the 
reorganisation of the public veterinary services 
shall be fully compensated by Parliament. 


ARMY SERVICES ESTIMATES 


The following observation occurs in the second 
report (published on July 6th) issued by the Select 
Committee appointed by the House ot Commons 
to suggest the form in which Estimates shall 
be presented, and to report on any economies 
which may be effected consistent with the 
policy implied in the Estimates: “The com- 
mittee note that since their last report the 
School of Equitation and the Remounts and 
veterinary services have been reviewed by the 
Army Council. It is estimated that the changes 
to be made will lead to an annual saving of 
£72,000.” 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Phosphorus Poisoning in 
a Dog—Recovery 


H. C. P. KING, M.R.C.V.S., 
KENNINGTON Cross, LONDON 


Supject: A wire-haired terrier, about five 
years old. 

History: The dog was brought for examina- 
tion on May 19th, with the following history: 
vomiting, excessive thirst since May 16th, on 
which day he was seen vomiting cheese on 
which had been spread phosphorus paste for the 
destruction of mice. The owner had adminis- 
tered castor oil. 


Examination.—The temperature was normal; 
the membranes were slightly icteric. Examina- 
tion of the urine for albumin proved negative. 
The dog was very dull, and there was discomfort 
on palpation of the abdomen. No evidence 
was revealed of injury to the buccal mucous 
membranes, 

Treatment.—This consisted of the administra- 
tion of mistura alba. The diet was milk, with 
glucose D added, 

May 20th.—Vomiting was continuous, with 
excessive thirst. The temperature was 99 and 
obviously collapsing. Membranes and skin were 
icteric, There was considerable abdominal 
discomfort on palpation. The urine was highly 
coloured, but without albumin, copious and 
frequent. 

The patient was now received into hospital, 
when the treatment was the administration of 
10 0z. glucose saline intravenously a.m., 10 02. 
glucose saline subcutaneously p.m. Vomition 
ceased immediately, 


Course: May 21st and 22nd.—Glucose saline 
(10 0z.) was given twice a day subcutaneously. 
Temperatures were 100° and 101° respectively ; 
the dog was still thirsty. 

May 23.—The membranes were now clearer ; 
the patient ate and retained solid food. The 
temperature was 101° and the dog was generally 
brighter. 

May 24th.—At this date the temperature was 
101°6°; the appetite, bowels, membranes and 
skin were normal and the dog was returned 
to its home recovered, 


On the occasion of the seventy-fifth birthday 
of Professor E, Leclainche and of his election to 
the Presidency of the Paris Academy of Sciences, 
the National Preach Syndicate of Veterinarians 


recently organised a ceremony in his honour. 
Professor Leclainche is honorary director of the 
French Veterinarian Services and President of 
the International Office of Epizootics, 
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ABSTRACTS 


[Sex Physiology of Sheep. Roux, L. L. (1936.) 
Onderstepoort Jl. 6. 2. 465-718. ] 


It appears from the work detailed in this 
investigation that nutritional factors may, to 
some extent, influence the restricted seasonal 
activity in Merino ewes. Under Transvaal con- 
ditions it was further found that nitrogenous 
supplements did not influence the duration or 
variability of the sexual season, but that con- 
stant green grazing appeared to cause marked 
stimulation of ovarian activity. Various aspects 
of the sex-physiology of sheep in South Africa 
have been investigated, and the protocols of the 
experiments are given in great detail. It was 
found impossible to induce oestrus during the 
anoestrus period by the use of prolan. 

In a separate section, data obtained from 
Merino stud registers and the observations of 
reliable stud breeders are presented and 
analysed, with the object of obtaining informa- 
tion of the length of the reproductive life of the 
Merino ewe. Methods of management, selection 
and breeding which would tend to improve 
fertility are suggested. 

N. J. S. 


* 


[Posterior Paralysis in Swine. Doy.e, L. P. 
(1937.) J.A.V.M.A. 90. 5. 656-660. ] 


A sporadic disease of store pigs is described, 
which was often limited to pigs from one litter, 
though frequently every pig in the litter was 
affected. The condition did not appear to be 
associated with dietetic deficiencies or any of 
the well-known infectious diseases of pigs. A 
premonitory symptom was a spasmodic raising 
and lowering, or stamping, of the hind limbs. 
This was followed in a few days by paralytic 
symptoms, varying from slight incoordination 
to complete loss of use of the hind quarters. 
Occasionally the paralysis spread forward and 
involved the fore limbs. Pigs never recovered 
completely, but they could sometimes be brought 
to marketable condition by liberal feeding. 
Usually some weakness of the hind quarters 
remained and a common sequel was muscular 
atrophy. A somewhat atypical form was 
observed occasionally where there was weakness 
of the hind quarters combined with “stringhalt” 
movements of the limbs. 

Microscopic examination of nerve tissues 
showed foci of round cells, often perivascular in 
location, occurring in both the white and grey 
matter of the spinal cord and in the posterior 
nerve trunks. The author attributes the condi- 
tion to some infectious agent and recommends 
isolation and disinfection. 

A. R. 
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REPORTS 


New South Wales 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR- 
GENERAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR 
THE YEAR 1935 


POISONING BY HYDROCYANIC ACID 


Although this report, which contains a mass 
of well-tabulated and valuable information, 
is purely a medical report it contains some 
sections such as those relating to matters of 
public health and the slaughtering of animals, 
which are just as much of interest to us as to the 
medical profession. 

Among the former may be mentioned the 
notes on poisoning by hydrocyanic acid, a 
subject one aspect of which has been brought 
prominently to our notice by the recently- 
issued N.V.M.A. report on = small animal 
euthanasia, 

It is recorded that during the last fourteen 
years there were eleven deaths among human 
subjects due to the use of hydrocyanic acid 
for fumigation purposes and it was, therefore, 
considered necessary to pass legislation to 
control the sale of cyanide in New South Wales 
—as apparently, up to now, anyone calling 
himself a fumigator could purchase it in quantity. 

Relating to the symptoms produced, Curozzi 
is quoted as stating that the action of HCN 
on animals and man is complex. The symptoms 
are described as a slight local action on the 
peripheral nerve endings and a stronger action 
on the central nervous system—transitory irrita- 
tion followed by paralysis. With large doses, 
paralysis of all centres together without 
irritating action results. 

A Ministry of Health report dated 1923 
reports the action on animals as follows :— 

Goats.—1 in 1,000 (1-2 mg. per litre) produced 
unconsciousness in one minute and was fatal 
after three minutes. 

1 in 5,000 (0-24 mg. per litre) produced 
unconsciousness in 12 minutes and death in 
23 minutes. 

1 in 10,000 was apparently harmless. 


Dogs.—1 in 3,000 was fatal in three minutes. 


1 in 11,000 was fatal in 30 minutes. 

The fatal dose of HCN for man is stated to 
be about 60 mg., or about 1-0 mg. per kilo of 
body weight. 

It is pointed out that dry foodstuffs do not 
absorb hydrocyanic acid gas to any extent, 
but that fruit and leafy and succulent vegetables 
take up large quantities which are gradually 
dissipated by ventilation and more rapidly by 
cooking. 

The relatively high rate of solubility in water 
indicates the advisability of emptying out all 
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drinking water and other beverages directly 
exposed to the gas during fumigation. 

An important point in the Government 
Analyst’s report is the alteration of the freezing 
point standard of milk as this is sometimes 
used as a test for added water. As a result of 
tests over a period of 15 months on samples of 
genuine milk taken at dairies in the milk- 
producing districts, the freezing point standard 
has been changed from —0-55° C. to —0-535° C, 

The Chief Food Inspector records that 597 
prosecutions were instituted and fines totalling 
£1,461 13s. 1d. imposed. He very rightly 
condemns the dusting of fresh meat with 
preservatives—a practice which we have noticed 
is on the increase and is not confined to the 
territory under review. A recommendation 
is made that the trading licences of persistent 
offenders should be cancelled. 

As a result of regulations published in 1933, 
and which empowered local authorities to charge 
fees for meat inspection and to appoint only 
certificated health and meat inspectors, there 
appears to be a considerable increase in the 
number of such officials employed. During the 
year, 336 abattoirs were inspected by officials 
of this branch but the results of such inspections 
are not recorded. 

One seldom finds a humorous vein in such 
reports, but the Medical Officer of Health for 
the Metropolitan combined sanitary district of 
Sydney ends his report with the witty epigram, 
‘ Never put off till to-morrow what you can 
get someone else to do to-day.” 


Il.—DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE : 
LIVESTOCK DISEASES REPORT FOR 
1935-36 


The control of and research into animal 
diseases in New South Wales have been impeded 
considerably in the past by an insufficiency of 
veterinary personnel, gnd the resignation of 
Dr. H. R. Seddon from the directorship of the 
Research Station during the year under review, 
on his appointment as Professor of Veterinary 
Science in Queensland University, has 
aggravated the position to the extent that in 
the Research Station little beyond routine 
laboratory work was possible during the year. 

In the “ field,” however, the available staff 
managed to keep infectious diseases well in hand 
since no untoward developments were recorded, 
Only five outbreaks of contagious bovine pleuro- 
pneumonia occurred during the year. The 
application of the complement fixation test, 
using Campbell and Turner’s technique, has been 
found highly satisfactory in the diagnosis of the 
disease. Anthrax was confined for the most part 
to a central area of the State and it is stated that 
the figures of mortality from this disease in 
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Australia as reported in some text-books are 
exaggerated. Thirty-one outbreaks were 
reported during the year in New South Wales. 
The disease is dealt with by vaccination. 
Blackquarter occurs chiefly in the coastal 
districts. The incidence of tuberculosis (bovine) 
is said to be low as compared with Great Britain, 
and there is no reason why an intending cam- 
paign of eradication should not be developed. 
One of the outstanding features of the year, 
however, has been the prominence given pub- 
licly to its control and eradication. Already 
a tubercle-free herd scheme is in operation. 
Only 14 cases of bovine piroplasmosis in nine 
holdings were recorded during the year. Quaran- 
tine and tick destruction by dipping is practised 
as the means of controlling the disease. Any 
attempt to extend the contagious abortion 
eradication scheme during the year was imposs- 
ible through lack of staff and funds. Swine 
fever was not observed, but serious outbreaks of 
swine plague and Salmonella infection were 
reported from Victoria. There was increased 
activity in the suppression of sheep fleas and 
lice by quarantine and dipping infested flocks. 
The campaign of eradicating the cattle tick 
has had a set-back during the year, caused by 
unfavourable climatic and financial circum- 
stances, but 39 additional dipping tanks were 
erected and 70 more were under construction 
within the tick quarantine areas. Internal 
parasites of sheep seem to be a big problem, 
those mentioned being haemonchi, — tricho- 
strongyles, oesophagostomes and fasciolae. The 
first-mentioned responds well to copper sulphate 
and the second to copper sulphate and nicotine. 
Enemata are on trial for the third, while 
snail destruction and carbon tetrachloride are 
employed against fluke infestation. Other sheep 
diseases of importance are enterotoxaemia and 
black disease, against which vaccines have been 
used successfully. The most serious diseases 
in poultry were laryngo-tracheitis, coccidiosis, 
bacillary white diarrhoea and worm —s 


ARMY HORSES FOR CANADA 


Although the British Army is being mechanised 
excellent use is being found for the fine pedi- 
gree and trained horses which will be displaced, 
and which are among the finest in the world. 
An officer from the Canadian Hussars_ of 
Montreal, for example, is coming across to select 
remounts which will provide his regiment with 
a troop of fully trained horses. After selection 
the horses for Canada will be shipped from the 
remount depot at Melton Mowbray. The_pur- 
chases are being made through the generosity of 
a number of prominent horse lovers in Canada 
and public spirited citizens. The unit has so far 
been handicapped in its efforts to achieve a 
superlative standard by the lack of trained 
horses and of facilities for all the year round 
mounted training.—North British Agriculturist. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORTS 


Central Veterinary Society 


The Fellows of this Society, at their meeting 
held on Thursday, June 3rd, 1937, had the 
experience—all the more enjoyed because of its 
rarity—of discussing “‘ the clinical examination 
of dairy cattle,’ the subject presented to them 
by Captain F. W. Medlock, Chief Veterinary 
Officer to the Essex County Council, in the able 
discourse reproduced, together with the report 
of the discussion, at the commencement of this 
issue of The Veterinary Record. 

The President (Professor J. G. Wright, 
F.R.C.V.S.) occupied the chair and there were also 
present: Captain L. 8S. Balls, Messrs. R. 
Bennett, W. Brown, H. E. Bywater (Hon. 
Secretary), W. Grant, H. W. Griffiths, H. D. 
Jones, Dr. Tom Hare, Messrs. Herbert King, 
N.S. King, Captain W. J. Leyshon, Captain G. 
Dunlop Martin, Mr. J. F. Mason, Dr. J. McCunn, 
Captain F. W. Medlock, Mr. G. H. Mills, 
Major G. E. Oxspring, Messrs. G. H. K. Peace, 
W. Perryman, C. R. Powell, Vety. Lt.-Col. G. 
Rees-Mogg, Messrs. G. W. Searles, J. 8. Steward, 
Major J. Taylor, Captain W. K. Townson, Miss 
O. Uvarov and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 

The following were present as visitors: Mr. 
W. H. Brancker, Mr. W. H. Chase, Captain 
H. B. Collet, Mr. F. F. Horton, Mr. D. Howell, 
Miss H. Neve, Mr. C. W. Ottaway, Miss H. H. 
Skinner and Mr. J. T. Turney. 

The minutes of the May meeting of the 
Society were read by the Hon. Secretary, con- 
firmed and signed. 

The PRESIDENT said that, arising out of the 
minutes, the Fellows would recall, from what 
they had heard, that it was decided that repre- 
sentatives of that Society on the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. should approach that Council regard- 
ing what measures, if any, could be taken to 
deal with the practice adopted by some un- 
qualified persons of using letters, after their 
names, apt to mislead the public into believing 
that they were qualified veterinary surgeons. 
Their representatives had accordingly formulated 
the following letter to be sent to the Secretary 
of the “ National’’; he proposed to read it, 
because he was going to ask them if it truly 
represented the findings of the Society in this 
matter and if the meeting would authorise their 
representatives to proceed. The terms of the 
letter referred to by the President were as 
follows :— 


At a meeting of the Central Veterinary Division 
of the N.V.M.A., on Thursday, May 6th, the 


following was an important item on the Agenda: 
“To discuss what measures, if any, can be 
taken to check or prohibit the practice adopted 
by certain unqualified — of using letters, 
might lead the public 


after their names, whic 


— 
‘ 


| 


July 17th, 1937. 


to believe that they are qualified to practise 
veterinary medicine or surgery.” 

A long and vigorous discussion took place. 
Arising from the discussion it was_ resolved 
“ That the matter in question was of such import- 
ance to the profession that best results would 
accrue from what might be termed central action 
taken by the parent body.” 

The representatives of the Central Society on 
the Council of the “ National” were instructed 
to put forward and support a notice of motion 
which it is hoped may come forward for 
discussion at the October meeting of the 
* National ” Council. 

The notice of motion reads:— 

“That the Council of the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association investigate what 
measures, if any, can be taken to check or 
prohibit the practice adopted by certain 
unqualified persons of, using letters, after 
their names, which might lead the public 
to believe that they are qualified to practise 
veterinary medicine or surgery.” 

The President, having repeated his enquiry 
as to whether the Fellows felt that the foregoing 
letter represented the outcome of the discussion 
at the last meeting, 

Captain Stow expressed agreement with the 
terms of the letter and quoted in support of the 
necessity for such action an announcement in 
the Sunday Dispatch, which read very like an 
advertisement, regarding the activities of the 
individual mentioned by Mr. Balls at the last 
meeting of the Society. This paper had referred 
to the person mentioned as a veterinary surgeon 
—presumably because he had the letters F.R.S.A., 
F.Z.8., after his name. 

In reply to Mr. Taylor, the PRESIDENT said 
that it was somewhat unfortunate that the 
majority of those present that day were not in 
attendance at the previous meeting when this 
matter was considered. Had they been, they 
would have remembered that every aspect of 
that subject was discussed very fully on that 
occasion. The view was expressed that the 
Zoological and other societies should be, should 
he say, sufficiently ethically-minded to make 
a definite attempt to prevent their members 
from using such letters. The British public, 
being what it was, was very easily gulled by 
those who did not scruple to use what one might 
term those pseudo-qualifications. 


Dr. McCuNN said that he felt that there was 


no need for repetition that evening of all that 
had been said on the previous occasion. As 
one of the persons who had drawn up the letter 
now before them, he trusted that he would be 
allowed to say that he thought that, at any rate, 
it interpreted the general sense of the last 
meeting. 

It was eventually proposed, seconded and 
unanimously agreed, that the letter be forwarded 
to the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. 

The only item of correspondence was the 
receipt of apologies for inability to attend the 
meeting from Miss C. M. Ford, Major-General 
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Sir John Moore, Colonel W. S. Mulvey and 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

Nominations for Fellowship.—The following 
were nominated as Fellows of the Society : 
Miss Rosemary R. Wallis, 55, Elizabeth Street, 
S.W.1 (proposed by Dr. Tom Hare); Mr. 
W. H. Chase, c2£, 27, Lippock Road, 
Clapham Park, 8.W.4 (proposed by Mr. H. D. 
Jones); Mr. L. Pitcher, Overs Farm, Wooburn 
Green, Bucks (proposed by Mr. W. Perryman). 


MORBID SPECIMENS AND CASES OF INTEREST 


Mr. G. W. SEARLES said that he rather hoped 
he might be able to gain some information 
there that evening in a case which he thought 
was one of ragwort poisoning. A week pre-' 
viously he was urgently asked to go to a farm 
to see a cow because it was straining very badly 
and the rectum was beginning to show. | She 
was in a comatose condition and there, was 
inco-ordination of movement. As he had met 
with many cases of ragwort poisoning in horses, 
though not so many in cattle, he came to the 
conclusion that this was a case of ragwort 
poisoning. As the animal was of no value, she 
was destroyed, and at the post-mortem, of which 
he was a witness, there was an enlarged, cirrhotic 
liver ; the omental fat was markedly oedemat- 
ous and the gall bladder contained three pints of 
fluid. 

Three days ago, proceeded Mr. Searles, the 
same farmer came and told him that he had three 
or four cows “ go mad,” and the day previous 
to that meeting he hurred in to inform him that 
he had another cow in a similar condition.. He 
went to the farm and lassoed the animal, which 
showed the same marked heaving of the flanks 
as that in the first case to which he referred. 
He destroyed this one and the post-mortem 
findings were very much the same. He had 
brought some pieces of liver with him ; the gall 
bladder in this case contained three quarts of 
liquid. The whole carcase was very emaciated. 

While, as he had said,*he had met with several 
cases of ragwort poisoning, he had never yet 
come across one in which brain symptoms had 
been exhibited to such an extent that the 
affected animal attacked anybody. 

Captain G. DUNLOP MARTIN reported a case 0 
septic metritis in a seven-year-old Chow bitch. 
He had known this animal all her life and except 
for a very severe attack of distemper when she 
was about nine months old she had been always 
very well. About three weeks previous to that 
meeting, the owner brought the bitch to him 
and asked him to give her something for worms. 
The bitch had vomited several worms and he 
prescribed for that condition. He was told 
she had been in season and had a normal period 
at the end of February or the beginning of 
March. The owner was going to report the result 
of this treatment the next week, but did not do 
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so. Ten days later, however, he was urgently 
asked to see the bitch and he was amazed at the 
loss of condition. She was discharging foul 
cocoa-coloured mucoid fluid very freely and was 
obviously very ill. Her abdomen seemed so 
distended that he was quite unable to estimate 
the extent to which her uterus was enlarged. 
He arranged for the bitch to be prepared and 
brought for operation the next day, when he 
removed one of the biggest uteri with cornua 
that he had ever removed from a bitch: he 
was only sorry he had not the specimen with him. 

The point that struck him so forcibly about the 
case was the short period of time in which that 
condition had been produced. The owner told 
him that a week before the bitch had been 
wormed she seemed to be beginning another 
period and within five or six days that discharge 
began. The bitch looked like doing well now, 
however (proceeded Captain Dunlop Martin) 
but he would like to hear their opinion as to the 
length of time such a condition took to develop. 
The particularly striking feature was the loss 
of condition that had taken place in a matter of 
ten days, the bitch ten days previously having 
shown quite good condition except for lack of 
‘** bloom ” on her coat. 

The PRESIDENT said that he wished to make 
one or two observations on the cases brought 
forward. The first was that recounted by Mr. 
Searles regarding ragwort poisoning. This 
subject was reviewed some eight or nine years 
ago by Craig, Timoney and Kearney, in Ireland. 
They gave a clear. clinical picture of the disease 
and a lucid description of the pathological 
changes occurring in the liver. Whilst the 
symptoms outlined by Mr. Searles were the most 
obvious ones—notably the severe straining— 
those authors made definite reference to the fact 
that cows suffering from ragwort poisoning 
might become maniacal and dangerous when 
approached. It would appear that once symp- 
toms supervened the disease was invariably 
fatal. Ragwort was listed by the Ministry, of 
Agriculture as a noxious weed and it did seem 
remarkable that losses such as those described 
by Mr. Searles were still occurring in Hampshire. 

Concerning Captain Dunlop Martin’s case of 
pyometra in the bitch, his (The President’s) 
opinion was that infection occurred at oestrus 
via the vagina. His colleagues in the pathology 
department of the college who had examined 
a number of cases for him had found colon 
bacteria to be the cause in the majority of 
cases. Progressive distension of the uterus by 
pus occurred, and with it a compensatory 
hypertrophy of the uterine walls and broad 
ligaments similar to that associated with 
pregnancy ; in fact, by the sixth to seventh week 
after oestrus the degree of distension would 
be similar to that of pregnancy of the same 
duration. By this time there was clinical 
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evidence of toxaemia, the chief symptoms being 
malaise, inappetence and increased thirst, and 
possibly occasional vomiting. From this point 
the course of the disease depended upon the state 
of the uterine cervix. If it remained closed the 
animal would soon die from toxaemia. More 
often, however, it dilated slightly and much 
of the pus escaped. This opening of the cervix 
might be due to the pressure exerted upon the 
internal os, for the hypertrophied uterus was in a 
state of tonic contraction throughout, or it 
might be due to hormone influences, possibly 
both. At any rate, escape of much of the pus 
was followed by marked improvement in the 
animal’s state of health. From this point the 
course varied. In some there was a continuous 
discharge. Owners sometimes confused this with 
a return of oestrus ; in others the cervix closed 
again and then the pus rapidly re-collected. 

Sometimes on operation one would find that 
one segment of a cornu was contracted and 
empty whilst that part in front of it was dis- 
tended. He had encountered a--case in which 
there had been an almost continuous discharge 
for two years and the animal had remained 
comparatively healthy. In these cases one 
frequently found gross cystic changes in the 
ovaries. 

Mr. G. H. K. PEACE recounted a case, the 
subject of which was a five-weeks-old Dachs- 
hund puppy, the last of the litter, with a very 
dome-shaped head. This puppy developed 
a most extraordinary swelling of the lips; it 
seemed quite lively and it ate what was given it, 
although somewhat hampered by the swelling. 
He put it on to potassium iodide, and all went 
well for a few days: the swelling diminished. 
Unfortunately, however, it came up again, and 
the membranes of the mouth turned a brick red 
colour. He caused the owner to foment the 
swelling frequently and continued the potassium 
iodide with a tonic. While the facial enlarge- 
ment went down, unfortunately the legs swelled 
to half as big again as the normal. He left it to 
the owner to carry on the treatment and now 
understood that the puppy had recovered. He 
would like to know if any other Fellow had 
had a similar case. 

Captain W. J. LEYSHON, speaking at the 
invitation of the President, said he _ rose, 
unfortunately, at a disadvantage in not having 
been present when Mr. Searles made his remarks 
concerning ragwort poisoning. He would, 
however, briefly give his experience of the con- 
dition in the hope that it might be of help. 
He had first met the trouble several years ago 
in Pembrokeshire when cattle only were found 
to have shown symptoms, and very advanced 
liver cirrhosis was a marked feature. It was 
common knowledge that sheep were often grazed 
on land badly infested with ragwort with the 
object of the animals keeping down the plant. 
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In The Veterinary Record during the year 1926, 
he had given an account of the condition met 
with in the County of Cambridge when both 
cattle and horses were affected. The salient 
features then found were the period of “ latency ” 
—extending into months between the time of 
feeding and onset of symptoms—the nervous 
syndrome, both of cerebral derangement and 
and limb inco-ordination, and fever. Post- 
mortem showed oedematous exudations of jelly- 
like consistence into the peritoneal cavity and 
again hepatic changes. The gelatinous deposi- 
tion was found to be into the submucosa, whilst 
liver section stained by Van Gieson’s method 
revealed very marked thickening of the inter- 
lobular tissue. In this instance and by weighing, 
Senecio jacobea was found to be present at a very 
high percentage in the hay fed. Feeding experi- 
ments had then been confined chiefly to the allied 
species S. latifolius but the alkaloids recoverable 
from both species resembled each other in 
toxicity. 

Paper.—The PRESIDENT now called upon 
Captain Medlock to present his paper, ‘‘ The 
Clinical Examination of Dairy Cattle,” which 
was heard with much interest and appreciation 
and gave rise to an extended and informative 
discussion. 

There being no other business, the meeting 
terminated with the passing of a hearty vote of 
thanks to the essayist, to Captain Collet for his 
able opening of the discussion on the paper 
and to the President for his conduct of the 
proceedings. 

H. E. Bywater, Hon. Secretary. 


* * * 


Royal Counties V.M.A.* 


SPRING MEETING AT AYLESBURY. 


The Spring Meeting of the Royal Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., was held at the Bull's 
Head Hotel, Aylesbury, on Friday, April 30th, 
1937. The President, Col. G. K. Walker, 
occupied the chair and the following members 
were present: Messrs. N. 8S. Barron, H. Bell, 
B. G. Catmur, Capt. J. C. Coleman, Capt. 
H. B. Collet, Mr. P. Crosfield, Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Lt.-Col. H. Greenfield, Major R. C. G. 
Hancock, Mr. T. W. Lepper, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, 
Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson and Major F. J. Taylor. 
Dr. E. C. Amoroso, Mr. W. E. Beckett, Dr. T. 
Hare, Mr. J. Pickup and Mr. L. Pitcher were 
present as visitors. 

The following members wrote apologising for 
inability to be present: Messrs. J. R. Baxter, 
J. Bell, Capt. R. E. C. Bullen, Capt. J. A. Craft, 
Major A. ©. Duncan, Mr. H. G. Gooch, Sir 
Frederick Hobday, Capt. J. R. Hewer, Capt. 
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W. L. Little, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. E. 8. Paterson, 
Capt. S. Villar, Mr. F. W. Willett, and Mr. J. 
Willett. 

The minutes of the previous meeting had 
been published in The Veterinary Record and 
were taken as read. 

Obituary.—Before proceeding to the business 
of the meeting, the PRESIDENT said that he 
wished to refer to the loss which they had 
suffered by the death of Major Harry Lepper. 
Harry Lepper was one of the founders of the 
Association and a Past-President, and he and 
his family had always been connected with it, 
his father being the first President. He was 
greatly esteemed within and without the pro- 
fession, while his charming personality and his 
lovable disposition would always be remem- 
bered with admiration by all who came in contact 
with him. He was a sportsman and a public 
spirited man of the best type. To his brother, 
sisters and relatives the President, on behalf 
of the Association, offered sincere and respectful 
sympathy in their great loss. The President 
concluded by saying, ‘‘ We mourn him and we 
honour his memory in very full measure.” 
The members stood for a moment in silence. 

Mr. Tom LEPPER expressed his thanks to the 
members for the kind message of sympathy 
and for the wreath which they had sent at the 
time of his brother’s death. He thanked the 
President for the kind words which he had 
spoken about his brother that day, and for the 
sympathy which he had expressed. Mr. Lepper 
said that, as the President had remarked, 
his brother was one of the oldest members and 
was always very much attached to the Associa- 
tion and its work. 

Correspondence.—Under the heading of Corre- 
spondence the Secretary read a report from 
Mr. F. W. Willett who had been sent as a delegate 
from the Association to a meeting at the Royal 
Sanitary Institute which had been called 
in an endeavour to co-ordinate the regulations 
governing accredited herds in the various 
counties throughout England and Wales. 

Nominations for Election to Membership.— 
The following nominations were received: Mr. 
W. E. Beckett, of Aylesbury (proposer, Capt, 
H. B. Collet; seconder, Mr. Tom Lepper) ; 
Mr. L. Pitcher, of Beaconsfield (proposer, 
Major R. C. G. Hancock; seconder, Mr. H. 
Bell) ; Mr. T. J. Tyrrell, Ministry of Agriculture 
(proposer, Mr. H. Gooch;  seconder, Mr. 
H. Bell); Mr. J. A. DeGaris, of Reading (pro- 
poser, Mr. H. Bell; seconder, Mr. J. Bell) ; 
Mr. J. Pickup, of Barnet (proposer, Major 
G. W. Dunkin; seconder, Lt.-Col. P. J. 
Simpson); Dr. T. Hare, of London, N.W.35 
(proposer, Mr. P. Crosfield ; seconder, Mr. H. 
Bell) and Mr. T. W. Stobo, of Walton-on- 
Thames (proposer, Capt. H. B. Collet ; seconder, 
Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson). 


* * 
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Election to Membership.—Mr. R. M. Davidson 
was unanimously elected to membership. 

Election of Representatives on Council N.V.M.A. 
—Mr. J. Willett and Major R. C. G. Hancock 
were unanimously elected as the Association’s 
representatives on the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

Delegate to the Royal Sanitary Institute Con- 
gress.—The meeting elected the President or 
his nominee to attend the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress. 

Place of Next Meeting.—lt was decided to 
hold the Summer meeting at Abingdon. 

New Rule.—After there had been some dis- 
cussion on the new rule which is already on the 
minutes and which makes it obligatory for new 
members joining the Association to be members 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
the Hon. Secretary was reminded that notice of 
change of rule was to appear on the Agenda of 
the next Annual General Meeting. 

Paper.—Dr. E. C. Amoroso, of the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, now presented his 
paper on Growth—Normal and Abnormal,” 
which was heard with much interest and appre- 
ciation. Dr. Hare opened the discussion, in 
which the following took part: Mr. B. Catmur, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. 
H. Bell, Dr. J. MeCunn and the President. 
The paper will be forwarded for publication, 
with the discussion, in due course. 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a 
cordial vote of thanks to the essayist and to 
Dr. Hare for his remarks in opening the dis- 
cussion. 

H. BELL, Hon. Secretary. 


FREE CLINICS FOR POOR PEOPLE’S ANIMALS 


R.S.P.C.A. PRESIDENT’S TRIBUTE TO THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION 


Sir Robert Gower, President of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
in the course of his speech at the recently-held 
annual meeting of the Society, said that an out- 
standing feature of its activities during last yéar 
had been the extraordinary development of the 
free veterinary work for sick and injured animals 
belonging to people too poor to pay veterinary 
surgeons’ ordinary fees. “In this connection,” 
added Sir Robert, “ we do owe a most profound 
debt of gratitude to the veterinary profession, 
who are now ae so widely with us 
throughout the country and, in particular, to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, before 
whom come the thousand and one difficulties 
and problems which arise in relation to this 
beneficent work. Five years ago we had very 
little of this work in existence. Now we have 
62 clinics, and a convalescent ward and, where- 
as, five years ago, which, after all, is not a 
long time, we dealt with only a few thousand 
patients, last year we treated the colossal number 
of 238,320. When one pauses for a moment to 
consider what this means in aggregate saving of 
suffering, one has reason to be proud and 
grateful.” 
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Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons 
Membership Examinations, July, 1937 
LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 


London 
FOUR YEARS’ COURSE 
Class C. 


Class D. 
Iszard, Miss P. E. R. 
Kirk, D. 


Storey, J. 


Ajiz, M. H. 
Austin, F. J. 
Buxton, J. C. Leaver, E. A. 
Craddock, Miss ID. H. Phillips, Miss L. H. 
Duffy, Thomas (Glasgow Thomas, D. K. 
Veterinary College) Walshe, S. L. H. 


Special Examination, 
Benjamin, M. Harper, T. 
Faulkner, D. E. 


FIVE YEARNS’ COURSE 
First YEAR: 


Barwick, Miss E.M.(C) MeCullagh, A. F. (C) 
Bell, Miss W. J. *Mares, R. G. 

“Bonney, Miss E. V. *Markham, A. G. 
Buxton, A. Moreton, Miss L. J. (B) 

*Byles, Miss M. I. Morrison, A. M. (() 

*Chandra, B. *Mytton-Hunt, E. J. 
Chandra, V. P. *Newhook, J. C. 
Dixie, EK, W. A. B. O'Connor, T. M. 

*Dobinson, J. Osborn, Miss J. (B) 

*Doll, Miss M. M. Phillips, R. N. 

*Dyke, J. Pierce, A. E. (B) 
Evans, E. T. R. (C) Reynolds, Miss P. M. 

*itzherbert, D. H. *Rickard, S. E. 
Fletcher, J. C. Roberts, E. J. (B) 

*Foster, A. V. B. Sandercock, R. F. G. 
Hayhurst, R. J. Sheriff, D. 

*Hindle, J. J. R. *Smith, H. W. 
Kirkwood, A. K. (B) Townson, R. 8S. (B) 
Lake, D. P. (B) Turner, R. J. (C) 
Lewis, E. F. Vale, R. H. 

Maclean, Brian Williamson, G. T. (C) 


*Denotes Second Class Honours. 
(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 


Animal Management, 


Barnard, G. M. Kyaw, M. H. 
Beament, R. A. (credit) Lipscomb, Miss S. C. 
Bell, F. R. Moore, Miss D. M. 
Bezant, Miss K. H. Murray, D. 8. 

(credit) Neave, R. M. S. (credit) 
Blampied, P. H. Richardson, D. A. 
Cooke, R. F. Rudland, G. A. H. 
Ceétchin, E. Russell, Miss A. F. 
Crittall, D. P. Russell, Miss A. M. 
Darné, A. (credit) Salmon, Miss S. N. 
Dorman, A. E. (credit) 


(credit) 
Esdaile, Miss A. G. Somerwill, G. L. 
Fox, Miss W. E. Stephens, A. D. 
Gooch, R. H. Ticehurst, R. E. 
xyoulburn, Miss M. B. True, A. J. 
(credit) Wilde, J. K. H. (credit) 
rreeves, D. H. Wooldridge, R. L. 


Higginson, E. F. 


az 
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SECOND YEAR: 


Barnard, G. M. (P) 
Baxter, Miss K. A. 
Beale, Miss J. H. M. 
Beament, R. A. 

Bell, F. R. 
Blampied, P. H. (P) 
Clarke, E. V. 
*Cotchin, E. 

Darné, A. 

Davies, W. G. 
Dorman, A. E. (P) 
Esdaile, Miss A. G. 
Fisher, Miss E. J. 
Gooch, R. H. 
*Greeves, D. H. 
Harries, L. G. (P) 
Huckle, Miss B. M. (P) 


*Denotes Second Class 


Jonas, A. C. 
Jones, O. G. 

*Kyaw, M. H. 
Lipscomb, Miss 8S. C. 
Mastin, V. 

Moore, Miss ID. M. 
Neave, R. M. S. 
Peters, E. G. E. (P) 
Russell, Miss A. F. (H) 
Salmon, Miss 8S. N. 
Stainton, Miss S. 
Thomson, W. W. 
Ticehurst, R. E. (H) 
Trae, A. J. 

Walker, R. J. C. 
Wilde, J. K. H. (H) 
Wooldridge, R. L. 


Honours. 


(P) Denotes credit in Physiology. 
(H) Denotes credit in Histology. 


YEAR: 


Abrams, Miss A. M. 
Anthony, J. E. 

Ballard, Miss I. C. 
Bentley, Miss M. A. 
Birkett, H. 

Boden, K. A, 

Comyn, R. B. 

Douglas, S. W. 

Downe, C. H. (P) 
Freak, Miss M. J. (H) 
Fuller, L. W. C. 

Gray, W. Van O. 
Griffiths, T. L. 
Hanman, Miss M. E. (H) 
Harrop, A. E. 

Hart, J. F. (A) (H) 
Hobbs, P. H. (A) 
Jeaffreson, Miss A. M. 


) 
Johnson, S. P. L. (A) . 
Jones, Miss K. M. 
Joss, G. E. 
Khan, M. H. 


Kraft, Miss I. R. 
Maillard, Miss M. E. 
Mason, G. S. (A) 
Packer, R. H. (A) 
*Pocock, Miss M. E. 
Ricks, Miss O. W. (A) 
Sparke, D. J. (A) 
*Sprent, J. F. A. 


Stewart, Miss B. M. 
(P) (H) 
Streeter, Miss H. F. 8. 
(A) 
H. (A) 


Studdy, E. V. 
(H) 


*Taylor, D. W. B. 
Temple, R. R. 

*Tutt, J. B. 

Wait, P. (A) 

Wakley, L. J. (A) (H) 
Weedon, D. A. J. (A) 
White, Miss K. H. 
*Wilmot-Smith, J. P. 


*Denotes Second Class Honours. 

(P) Denotes credit in Pharmacology. 
(A) Denotes credit in Anatomy. 

(H) Denotes credit in Hygiene. 


FourtH YEAR: 


Allen, G. S. 

Balls, D. F. G. 
Barnett, S. F. 

Berry, A. G. 

Bingham, Miss M. L. 

(Path) 

Cabban, K. E. (Path) 
Chivers, P. R. (Paras) 
Crowther, R. W. (Paras) 
Irancis, J. (Paras) 
Harmer, J. B. 

Harries, D. C. 

Harrow, W. T. 
*Hunt, D. K, 


Jarvis, J. H. A. 

Jolly, D. W. 

*Joshua, Miss J. O. 
Lawton, Miss R. (Paras) 
J. 

Lochead, Miss M. E. 
Ovington, R. P. (Paras) 
Parry, H. B. (Path) 
Robertson, Mrs. H. M. 
Spellman, J. E. M. 
(Paras) 

Tunney, P. J. 
*Walker, C. W. A. 
Worden, A. N. (Paras) 


*Denotes Second Class Honours. 
(Path) Denotes credit in Pathology. 
(Paras) Denotes credit in Parasitology. 


Firtu YEAR: 


Asplin, F. D. 
Cooke, R. G. T. 
Crowhurst, R. C. (S) 
Davies, C. V. (S) 
Ellis, J. H. 


Howat, G. B. 
King, J. O. L. (M) 
Lake, D. A. 
Laugier, C. V. 
Lemon, D. A. 


Skinner, H. H. 
*Stephens, T. K. 
Teverson, Miss R. 
Nicholson, D. S. S. White, E. T. A. 
Sellers, K. C. Withers, F. W. 
*Denotes Second Class Honours. 

(S) Denotes credit in Surgery. 

(M) Denotes credit in Medicine. 


(To be continued.) 


Mackenzie, P. Z. 
MacOwan, K. D. 8S. 
Moller, A. W. 


* aK * * * 


LIVERPOOL DEGREE OF B.V.Sc. 


The following are the University of Liverpool 
School of Veterinary Science, Examination Lists 
for June, 1937, in connection with the University 
Degree of B.V.Sc.:— 

First Examination. Part I (Chemistry).—Bee, 
B. R., Clay, H. A., Foster, J. L., Gibson, T. E. 
with Distinetion., Hay, G. L., Hopkins, C. D., 
Jones, D. K., Pickin, W., Rimmer, B., Shaw, I. G.; 
Stabler, A. B. O., Wilson, A. A. Part II (Physics). 
-—Allen, R. J., Bee, B. R., Clay, H. A., Foster, J. L., 
Gibson, T. E. with Distinction., Hay, G. L., 
Hopkins, C. D., McLaren, I. S., Pickin, W.., 
Rimmer, B., Shaw, I. G., Stabler, A. B. O. with 
Distinction., Wilson, A. A. Part III (Biology).— 
Bee, B. R., Clay, H. A., Foster, J. L., Gibson, T. E., 
Hopkins, C. D, Jones, D. K., McLaren, I. S., 
Mahmoud, A. H., Pickin, W., Protheroe, S.. 
ar ie B., Shaw, I. G., Stabler, A. B. O., Wilson, 

EXAMINATION: Part JI].—Arthur, G. H., 
Budden, L. J., Carr, W. H., Dalby, Mary., Hanbury, 
D. G., McCay, Joan R., Smallwood, Ethel., Sutton, 
D. O., with Distinction.* Part [1].—Arthur, G. H., 
Budden, L. J., Carr, W. H., 7Dalby, France, 
W. H., ¢tHanbury, D. G., Kennedy, G. Y., McCay 
Joan R., Smallwood, Ethel., Sutton, D. O., 
Willis, G. A 

Fourtu EXAMINATION: Dransfield, J. W., Furber, 
T. R., Hancock, J. N., Williams, R. E., Wood, R. B. 

Fina, ExAMINATION. Part II (Old Regulations). 
Massey, Kathleen., Setterfield, R. R. 

Passed in Individual Subjects.—Young, S. C., 
Hygiene, Inspection and Production of Milk and 
Meat; Toxicology and Jurisprudence. 


*Distinction in Veterinary Parasitology and Entomology. 
+Distinction in Animal Husbandry. 
Distinction in Genetics. 


LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS OF PSITTACOSIS 
It is recalled in a regent issue of Nature that 
psittacosis or “ parrot” fever, a virus disease of 
cage birds communicable to man, in whom it 
causes a serious and often fatal_ malady, was 
comparatively prevalent in Great Britain and in 
the United States some years ago, and was of 
sufficient importance for the Ministry of Health 
to issue a memorandum, with recommendations 
upon its diagnosis and prevention. As a result 
of recent investigations, it has become possible 
to give more precise indications for the detec- 
tion of the disease in man and in animals, and 
the Ministry of Health has published a report 
containing details of the technique of laboratory 
diagnosis (Laboratory Diagnosis of Psittacosis. 
Reps. on Pub. Health and Med. Subjects, No. 80. 
London: H.M. Stationery Office. 6d. net), The 
examination of suspected birds and of suspected 
human beings is described. The staining of 
smears of material fer virus bodies, and the 
a appearance of the virus are also 
described, and the appearances found are 
illustrated in an excellent coloured plate, 
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In Parliament 


The Agriculture Bill 
COMMITTEER STAGE 

The main task of the House of Commons during 
the past week was to make progress with a 
number of Bills and to get them to the House of 
Lords well before the time selected for the 
holiday adjournment. As the hope that it would 
be possible to complete the Committee stage of 
the Agriculture Bill in a single day was not 
realised on Thursday of last week it was con- 
cluded on Monday last after the second reading 
of the Milk (Amendment) Bill had been disposed 
of. It was thereby made possible to take the 
report stage on Wednesday and the third reading 
on Thursday, 

At the first sitting of the House in Committee 
on this Bill, Parts I, If and III, dealing with 
lime and basic slag; oats, barley and wheat, and 
land drainage respectively, were considered. 
Part [V—Provisions as to Diseases of Animals— 
was taken at Monday’s session. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS 
On CLAUSE 18—(VETERINARY INSPECTORS) 


Mr. Grant-Ferris: I beg to move, in page 11, 
line 38, to leave out “ inspectors,” and to insert 
officers.” 

I have lately taken the opportunity of canvass- 
ing members of the veterinary profession, and 
they are all of the opinion that it will help the 
profession very materially, and farmers as well, 
if this Amendment is accepted. The object of the 
Bill, as stated by my right hon. Friend, is to 
raise as far as possible the status of the veter- 
inary profession, and _ I believe, and I am sure 
that my right hon. Friend must also believe, 
that that will undoubtedly happen if_ this 
Amendment is accepted. I would point out that 
from Sub-section (4) of Clause 19 it appears that 
it is customary in Scotland to refer to the veter- 
inary officer as an officer and not as an inspector, 
while in Sub-section (2) of Clause 18 itself the 
draftsmen of the Bill actually use the expression 
“veterinary officers.” Finally, I believe that the 
farmer objects very strongly to have anything 
inspected. He likes to see the veterinary surgeon 
on his premises, and I believe that if the word 
“officer” is used he will approve of it very 
much, The word “ inspector” does, however, if 
I may use such an expression, stick in a great 
many people’s noses. 

Mr. RamMssBoTuAM: As my hon. Friend is aware, 
my right hon. Friend is only too anxious to do 
anything he can to help the ey po. 
sion, and, indeed, the Bill in_ itself will do, and 
is intended to do, a great deal to raise the status 
of that profession. am afraid, however, that 
there are various objections to taking the course 
which my hon. Friend desires us to take. In the 
first place, if we change the word “ inspector” 
to “officer,” it will give rise to considerable 
confusion between the duties of a veterinary 
officer and those of a lay inspector. Under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts and the orders made in 
connection with those Acts there are certain 
duties for which professional qualifications are 
necessary, and these are assigned to veterinary 
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inspectors. There are also certain duties assigned 
lo inspectors, who may or may not have profes- 
sional qualifications as veterinary surgeons. The 
veterinary inspector may exercise the powers of 
an inspector, but the powers and duties of the 
inspector do not necessarily include the profes- 
sional duties of the veterinary inspector, 

If we were to make this alteration, we should 
have to introduce most complicated Amendments 
in existing Acts and Orders—the Diseases of 
Animals Act and so forth—so as to distinguish 
between occasions when a_ veterinary officer 
would be required to discharge the functions of 
an inspector and occasions when the specified 
duties of an inspector do not include those of a 
veterinary officer. A very awkward state of con- 
fusion would arise necessitating a large number 
of Amendments to previous Acts, with consequent 
complications. It may or may not be that some 
people do not like the word “inspector,” but if 
is a very well-established word and one which | 
do not think ought to be deemed to connote 
anything particularly unpleasant or in any way 
derogatory. In view of the difficulties involved 
in making the change, and the very little gain to 
the veterinary profession that would result from 
it, | think the Committee would be well advised 
not to think it worth while. I do not believe the 
veterinary profession would be a pennyworth 
better off, 

Mr. GRANT-FERRIS: movies regard to what my 
hon. Friend has said, though not really satisfied, 
| beg to ask leave to withdraw the Amendment. 

The Amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Status of the Chief Veterinary Officer 


Mr. MacLaren: I beg to move, in page 12, 
line 10, at the end, to insert: — 

“ (2) The Minister shall appoint a chief 
veterinary officer who shall be responsible 
directly to him for the organisation of the 
centralised veterinary service and for super- 
vising the duties to be discharged by _ the 
veterinary officers appointed hereunder.” 


There are many parts of the Bill which might 
have induced a person like myself to be violently 
opposed to it, but this part of it, in my opinion, 
might be deemed to be well worth while and, in 
fact, long overdue. When we consider the work 
done by the Ministry of Health in preserving as 
far as possible good health conditions, and the 
enormous expense of maintaining a medical ser- 
vice, it seems nothing short of common sense 
that the same regard should be had to the food 
that the public consume. In the Ministry of 
Health there is a Chief Medical Officer of Health 
who has direct approach to the Minister and is, 
in fact, the person responsible for the medical 
administration of the Department. The urpose 
of the Amendment is to bring into the Ministry 
of Agriculture a chief veterinary inspector or 
officer who shall be responsible to the Minister 
directly and shall have the same technical con- 
trol and interest over the members of the staff 
acting under the Ministry. In considering the 
necessity of supervising the food conditions of 
the country, looking after the milk and the con- 
dition of the herds, I think the Minister might 
agree that what we want is the greatest possible 
enthusiasm of the veterinary profession behind 
the Bill. After you have initiated a Bill of this 
kind, for quite a number of months after it has 
been put into action, there is a very large amount 
of administrative work to be carried through, 
and it might be pleaded that your chief veter- 
inary surgeon, if appointed, would be engaged 
more in administrative work, to get the Act into 
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working operation, than in direct veterinary 
work. 

here are within the veterinary profession men 
who hold high administrative posts, men who 
have the double function to perform, in_ the 
colonies and elsewhere, and I am not altogether 
hopeless that there are within the confines of 
our own country men who have the requisite 
administrative experience and ability, in con- 
junction with high-standing qualifications as 
veterinary surgeons. If there are duties that 
certain men have to perform, and they have a 
chief ruling them, they prefer that he should be 
one who is fully acquainted with the science of 
the operations that they are carrying through. 
It is also of the utmost importance, with due 
respect and regard to the officers in the Depart- 
ment, that the chief veterinary surgeon should 
have direct access to the Minister. We must have 
an enthusiastic, nationally organised veterinary 
system— it is essential and overdue—and, in 
order to capture the enthusiasm of the rank and 
file of the veterinary profession, it would be well 
that the chief in the Ministry should be a quali- 
fied man and should have direct access to the 
Minister on broad matters appertaining to direct 
veterinary policy. This opinion is supported 
throughout every part of the House. We do not 
wish to cause any friction in_ the Department 
and, if the hon, Gentleman finds that there are 
certain difficulties in the way, we ask him at 
least to consider the proposal as one that he 
will adopt at the very earliest moment. 

Mr. GRANT-FeRRIS: I am aware that the diffi- 
culty with which the Minister would be faced in 
accepting this Amendment is, how could he be 
sure that the man he chose, if he were a veter- 
inary surgeon, necessarily would have _ the 
requisite departmental and administrative know- 
ledge? That, I believe, is the pith of the whole 
thing. I can point out in this country from 
memory at least a round dozen of men who could 
do this job, and do it properly. It is of the 
utmost importance, ifthe whole of this Bill is to 
be successful, that the officer concerned should 
be a qualified veterinary surgeon, and by way of 
illustration I will quote the case of someone who 
was well known to many of us, the late Sir 
Stewart Stockman. He was brought in from out- 
side, and ran that Department in the most excel- 
lent way, and its success has never reached a 
higher stage than it did under his excellent 
direction. The best men are wanted, and I 
believe that unless this Amendment is accepted 
the profession will not get the best men attracted 
to it. You cannot divorce technical matters from 
administrative matters. It is understood that the 
scheme includes provision for a general routine 
inspection of dairy cattle, and the organisation 
of this work, which is even more complicated, 
and which is already in the hands of veterinary 
officers. Again, you have only to look, as the 
hon. Gentleman said, at the Colonies. There you 
have qualified veterinary officers running the 
whole of the agricultural departments in many 
Colonies and States concerned, and I see_no 
reason why it should not be adopted here. The 
veterinary profession, which I am sure we all 
desire to see go from strength to strength, have 
this at heart, and I will quote a few words from 
their “oa organ, the Veterinary Record:— 

“If the Minister is to have the power to 
expend, with the approval of the Treasury, 
such sums as he thinks fit, with the object 
of eradicating, as far as practicable, diseases 
of animals in Great Britain, it is certainly 
essential that the individual to advise the 
Minister in the exercise of this important 
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function should be both a velerinary surgeon 
and the chief of the new State veterinary 
service. We certainly hope that the Minister 
will consider the future of his enlightened 
policy sufficiently thoroughly at this stage to 
ensure that the new veterinary service shall 
be properly organised, and organised in such 
a way that it will receive the unstinted 
support of the whole of the veterinary pro- 
fession. Nothing less than the appointment 
of a veterinary surgeon as chief of the 
service is likely to receive such support.” 
That is the view of the profession in this matter, 
and one which we are entitled to respect. There 
is an excellent comparison in the Ministry of 
Health where the Medical Officer of Health, who 
has access at all times to the Minister, is a 
qualified medical man, and from what I have 
said I think it is clear that the same person_in 
the Ministry of Agriculture should be a qualified 
veterinary surgeon. 


Mr. W. Roperts: Many of us are looking for- 
ward to the establishment of this new service 
with considerable hope. If it is not actually 
establishing a new section of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, it is, at any rate, very greatly 
developing it. Some of us hope that that wiil 
mark a new era in the eradication of animal 
diseases in this country. If this is to be done 
effectively, it will be very hard to draw a line 
between the administrative and technical side in 
this work, the two are so very closely inter- 
twined. If, as hon. Members have said, the 
veterinary service is to be raised to a more 
important status than it has hitherto occupied, 
I hope that the Minister will agree to the Amend- 
ment. We look forward to effective action by 
this new or enlarged department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and if it is to be done imagina- 
tively, and with due regard for the technical and 
scientific side of the work, the administrative as 
well as the technical side should be in the hands 
of qualified veterinary officers. 


I believe that that is the case not only in 
certain British Colonies, but also in the United 
States of America, where they have had perhaps 
a greater experience of voluntary work than we 
have in this country, and where their record of 
eradicating tuberculosis is far in advance of ours. 
In fact, some of the provisions to which we shall 
come later in this Bill are very reminiscent of 
what was done several years ago in parts of the 
United States. Their example, therefore, in this 
work is not altogether a bad one of which to 
take note, and I believe that it is also the case 
in France that the chief of the department is a 
qualified veterinary surgeon. I hope that the 
Minister will give the Amendment his very care- 
ful consideration and will accept it if he possibly 
can. 

Mr. Epe: I do not think that there is any need 
to apologise for asking the Committee to con- 
sider this matter very carefully, because there is 
no doubt that the acceptance of the Amendment 
would go a very long way towards ensuring the 
appropriate working of this part of the Act. 
I would like to add to what the hon. Member for 
North St. Pancras (Mr. Grant-Ferris) said in the 
way of analogy, that at the Board of Education 
the Chief School Medical Officer for the country 
is in direct touch with the President of the 
Board of Education. One has to bear in mind 
that there are a very considerable number of 
veterinary officers who during the past few years 
have gained a very considerable knowledge of 
the administrative side of the work as the heads 
of the veterinary departments of the various great 
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county councils. If there is no one in the Minis- 
try itself who is capable of carrying out this 
work, I know that there are a number of men 
serving the great county councils who would be 
able to take this post and bring to it not merel 
reat technical knowledge and veterinary skill, 
ut also very considerable experience of adminis- 
trative work, and who have got to know the way 
in which county councils work, and they some- 
times work, especially in agricultural matters, in 
a very mysterious way. They also know the way 
in which farmers respond to administrative 
stimulus from a central headquarters, and that is 
even more mysterious than the way county 
councils work on occasion. cae 

I hope the Minister will feel that this is a 
matter on which he can accept the Amendment. 
Having regard to the names that appear at the 
head of it, which show that it is supported 
throughout the Committee, but for the fact that 
one never knows what the Government do, one 
might have anticipated that my hon. Friend 
would have been interrupted by the Minister 
saying that the case for the Amendment was so 
self-evident that he need not trouble him to say 
anything in its favour, and the Committee need 
not waste any time in discussing it. I hope, 
therefore, that the Minister will see his way to 
accept the Amendment, 

Sir J. Lams: In supporting the Amendment, 
which I do most heartily, I should like to say 
that those of us who support it make no charge 
whatever against the Civil Service. We have a 
very great respect for the Civil Service, but this 
is a most important post. it has been so in the 
past and it must remain so in the future, and it 
ought to be occupied by a fully qualified veter- 
inary surgeon. True, a great deal of administra- 
tive work will have to be done, and it is possible 
that in the Civil Service there may be someone 
who is amply qualified to perform the adminis- 
trative duties, but administration very largely 
depends upon the knowledge with which the 
administration 1s done, and undoubtedly this is 
a question where the scientific element will mean 
very much. We believe that if the administration 
were carried out by someone who, in addition to 
administrative qualifications has sound scientific 
veterinary training, it would be very much more 
likely to be successful than if the administration 
were carried out from the administrative point 
of view only. 

The Minister a say that at the moment he 
might have difficulty in ending a man in the 
Civil Service who would be fully qualified from 
the standpoint I have mentioned, but I cannot 
believe that the man does not exist either inside 
or outside the Civil Service, neither do I believe 
that the Civil Service would object to a man with 
special qualifications being brought in. There- 
fore, that argument would not hold good if it 
were made by the Minister. The point with 
regard to having direct responsibility and access 
to the Minister is one to which full consideration 
ought to be given, for the reason that if we had 
a man of high qualifications as a_ veterinary 
surgeon appointed to the post and he did not 
have direct access to the Minister, he might have 
the feeling that any point of policy that he had 
put forward for consideration had not been 
properly and fully put before the Minister. That 
might be only a pappeetion on his part, but it 
might be genuinely held. To get a full and satis- 
factory working we ought to have not only the 
good will but the full confidence of the veterinar 
profession, and that would be obtained muc 
more certainly if the chief veterinary officer had 
direct access to the Minister. The analogy of the 
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Ministry of Health has been quoted, where it has 
been proved in practice that the man who per- 
forms this type of professional work, not in the 
case of animals, but in the case of human beings, 
must be a scientifically trained man and must 
have direct access to the Minister. If it is neces- 
sary in_the one case, it is in the other. 

Sir WayLanp: The difficulty that I 
see is in dividing the duties of the head of the 
veterinary profession in connection with this 
Bill. We have men at the Ministry at the present 
time who are acting as special advisers and who 
are qualified veterinary surgeons. What would 
be the relationship between this special head 
veterinary officer and the members of the Minis- 
try’s staff? There comes the difficulty. Is the 
Ministry going to sack its present advisers or to 

ut one of them into the position of chief veter- 
inary officer? It ought to be laid down clearly 
what special duties this officer would be sup- 
posed to have. Hon. Members say that his duties 
would be administrative as well as_ technical. 
There would be bound to be overlapping in that 
case. 

Mr. RamspotHaAM: The hon. Member for 
Burslem (Mr, MacLaren) expressed the opinion 
that I was probably fully seized of this question. 
If I am not fully seized, it is a pleasure to be 
further seized of it by listening to the hon. 
Member’s observations. I would point out to him 
that the Amendment for which he is responsible 
raises important issues, one of which is a fairly 
important constitutional issue, namely, whether 
it is appropriate for this House to give instruc- 
lions by Statute to a Minister in regard to the 
administrative arrangements which he makes in 
his Department for carrying out the duties for 
which he is responsible. As the hon. Member 

robably knows, the authority of my right hon. 

riend is derived from Section 5 of the Board of 
Agriculture Act, 1889. By that Act he is em- 
powered to appoint a secretary and such officers 
and servants as the Board—it was the Board 
then, and it is the Ministry now—may with the 
sanction of the Treasury determine. Therefore, 
by Parliament he is entrusted with the duty of 
appointing a secretary and the various officials 
that he requires to advise him and assist him in 
carrying out the administration for which he is 
responsible. 

I suggest to the hon. Member and the Com- 
mittee that if the Amendment were accepted a 
very new, and I think a rather dangerous and 
objectionable principle would be imported into 
our constitutional practice, because if Parlia- 
ment gives a Minister instructions not only as to 
the staff which he appoints but also the duties, 
qualifications, etc., of that staff, the doctrine 
hitherto acted upon in our conception of minis- 
terial responsibility might be gravely under- 
mined. It is the Minister who is responsible for 
the acts of his Department, and no other excuse 
is accepted from him by this House if anything 
goes wrong. He is the man who has to answer 
on the Vote for his Department, or on_ the 
Adjournment for mistakes of administration. Is it 
to come to this that the House of Commons, 
while giving him power to appoint a secretary 
and staff, shall take it out of his power to appoint 
the kind of staff that he wants, to lay down the 
duties and qualifications of that staff and demand 
the appointment of this or that person with this 
and that experience? In_such a case—I hope it 
will never occur—the Minister might say, if 
things go wrong in his Department -cxnouge he 
might not say it to the House of Commons—he 
might justifiably think it: “If I had had a free 
hand, as I used to have before this enactment, 
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the mistake would never have been made; but I 
was handicapped because Parliament fettered me 
in the discretion hitherto allowed to appoint my 
own servants, my own officers and advisers. 
Therefore, on these broad grounds the acceptance 
of this Amendment would introduce into our 
constitution a precedent which, I suggest, would 
be entirely undesirable. 

The Amendment would also require the 
Minister to appoint a chief veterinary officer 
responsible directly to him for the organisation 
of these centralised veterinary services, and to 
supervise the duties to be discharged 7" veter- 
inary officers to be appointed under the Bill. 
I shall be able to show that this is quite un- 
necessary. There is, and has been for years, a 
chief veterinary officer on the staff of the Minis- 
try, and there is no intention of abolishing that 
yost. Indeed, the extension of the work which is 
involved by the Bill makes it all the more neces- 
sary to retain this post. Therefore, the injunction 
to appoint a chief veterinary officer is quite un- 
necessary, because there has been such an official 
for years, and at the moment he is responsible 
for the control of the professional veterinary 
staff engaged on work in connection with 
diseases of animals, and is responsible for advis- 
ing the Minister on all techhnical matters con- 
nected with diseases of animals. It is_ most 
desirable in problems which involve not only the 
control of new centralised services but the 
administration of arrangements for eradicating 
animal diseases, and which also involve questions 
of administration, that there should be close 
liaison between the technical and administrative 
staffs in the Department; and I am able to tell 
the Committee that arrangements have been made 
under which the work of administration will be 
the responsibility of the senior administrative 
officer, and it has been made quite clear that the 
chief veterinary officer will be responsible for 
the control of the professional staff and will 
advise the Minister on all questions connected 
with diseases of animals, 

The Minister will utilise most fully the services 
of these administrative and technical officers, 
and I have every reason to suppose that they will 
work together as a team. It is essential that the 
veterinary staff should be under the control of 
the chief veterinary officer and that his advice 
will be sought before questions of policy are 
determined. When the hon. Member asks whether 
he will have access to the Minister, he knows 
that in a Government Department the whole 
office works as a team. If it does not do so, the 
Department is badly run. The_head of the 
Department is the Permanent Secretary, and 
there is no doubt that where the chief veterinary 
officer is specially qualified to advise the 
Minister, his advice will be sought before any 


decision on policy is reached. The hon. Member . 


thinks that unless some provision is made saying 
that access to the Minister shall be secured, the 
Minister will be deprived of the advice of his 
chief veterinary officer. When technical ques- 
tions come up on which the Minister requires to 
be advised, the chief veterinary officer is there 
to advise him. Questions of policy would go 
through the head of the team, that is, the Per- 
manent Secretary. The Minister is able to get 
all the advice he requires. If a Minister is to be 
told what sort of man he shall have and what 
his qualifications must be, I suggest that, for the 
first time as far as I know, the House of Commons 
will be laying down a provision fettering a 
Minister in choice of his staff, and a time may 
come when Ministerial responsibility will be 
impossible to maintain. Therefore, on the con- 
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stitutional basis, and because in practice the 
chief veterinary officer will be able to advise the 
Minister, who will have every opportunity of 
asking for his advice, I hope the Committee will 
allow the present practice to remain, realisin 
that with the new duties which the Bill wil 
entail the Minister will see that his veterinary 
advice is just as good as it can be. 

Sir J. Lams: Will there be any variation from 
the procedure adopted in the Ministry of Health 
in the case of the Minister and the Chief Medical 
Officer? Will the same relationship obtain in the 
case of the chief veterinary officer as now obtains 
in the Ministry of Health in the case of the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health? 

Mr. RamssotTuAM: I do not know that I can 
make any analogy with the work of another 
Department without being familiar with its work. 
I cannot say what arrangements exist between 
the Minister of Health and the Chief Medical , 
Officer, and I cannot say whether they are on all 
fours with those of the Minister of Agriculture 
and the chief veterinary officer. 

Mr. ALEXANDER: I should be much more con- 
vinced by the circular argument the Minister of 
Pensions has just made but for his opening re- 
marks in which he advanced the constitutional 
defence. The main basis of the constitutional 
argument was that the Minister is responsible to 
Parliament, and therefore that this House, the 
representatives of the people, should not pre- 
scribe in an Act of Parliament exactly the kind 
of officer the Minister should have. He says 
that there is no precedent for such qualifications 
to be laid down in an Act of Parliament. That 
is not true. There are cases in which the House 
has decided that people of certain qualifications 
shall be within the nomination of the Minister. 
I remember fighting a case many years ago with 
regard to the provision of auditors. The pre- 
scription in the Prayer was that nobody could 
be approved by the Treasury as a public auditor 
unless he belonged to two specified professional 
bodies; all other who had the necessary qualifi- 
cations were excluded. 

Mr. RAMsBoTHAM: That is not an —-. 

Mr. ALEXANDER: It is no good the Minister 
saying that it is not an analogy. The whole point 
is that the regulation prescribed whom the 
Minister might appoint, and the Permanent Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Agriculture was at the 
Treasury at that time and knows the circum- 
stances. No one wishes to interfere with the 

osition as outlined in the latter part of the 
Minister’s speech in whigh he pointed out that 
you have a chief veterinary officer, and that he 
must be responsible to the Minister and to the 
Permanent Secretary of the Department for 
pre. effective professional work with regard 
to the diseases of animals. I cannot see why he 
cannot explain to my hon. Friend what part of 
the Amendment he could accept, atid what part 
he could not accept with a view to putting the 
matter right on the Report stage. I should be 
sorry if my hon, Friends or I were going to 
accept the view that the Minister was always to 
refuse to have ane qualifications put into 
an Act of Parliament. I hope that the Minister 
can assure the House, first, that the veterinary 
side of the service will be progeny supervised 
by properly qualified men—I gather that he can 
—and, second, that for the expanded and impor- 
tant work to be undertaken under this section of 
the Bill, the Ministry will appoint properly 
qualified veterinary officers. That is the main 
objective which members of the profession have 
in mind, and I hope that the Minister will give 
us those two assurances. 
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Mr. W. S. Morrison: I have pleasure in re- 
eoonee to the invitation of the right hon. 
entleman. It is, of course, the intention that 
the chief veterinary officer in charge will be the 
erson who can advise me as to matters which 
ring in the professional status of his officers, 
and he can deal with them as a distinguished 
member of the same profession as his officers. 
In the second place, I have no diffidence in 
giving the assurance that for all properly veter- 
inary appointments only men who are properly 
qualified will be employed. 

Viscountess Astor: And women? 

Mr. Morrison: And women if they are 
employed. 

Viscountess Astor: They are. 

Mr. Morrison: I hope that the Committee will 
see that the position of the veterinary officers is 
absolutely safeguarded. Indeed, the intention of 
this part of the Bill is to increase the status and 
importance of veterinary officers. But there are 
two sides to the work, and the Permanent Secre- 
tary will be responsible for the administrative 
side of the work, contacts with local authorities 
and administrative duties of the most intricate 
and important character. The position of the 
veterinary profession will be enhanced by these 
proposals, and the administrative arrangements 
will safeguard the position to the full. 

Mr. MAcLAREN: also, was a little astonished 
at the prelude of the speech of the Minister of 
Pensions, which was by way of a long discourse 
on the constitutional position. He was trying to 
erect a fortress which seemed to collapse in his 
hands. Not infrequently Members move Amend- 
ments not wishing to enforce them word for 
word, but hoping for consideration for the spirit 
embodied in them, and I would wish the Minister 
to accede to this request and embody the object 
in his Bill. Far be it from me to tell the Minister 
what to do. I have too high a regard for him. 
I would have done it to the man before him. 
and many others. I can assure the Minister that 
there was no presumption here to initiate some 
new constitutional practice and to bind the 
Minister and dictate what he should do. We 
consider that this is an opportunity whereby we 
can have the veterinary practice in this country 
put on all fours with medical practice as it is 
: ist e say that we 
are with the Minister, and that it is long overdue 
that the health of the milk, cattle, and farming 
industry of this country should be regarded as 
being as important as the health of the people 
of this country. They seem to hang together, and 
it is for that reason that we want as chief 
veterinary officer a man with the same status as 
the Medical Officer of Health at the Ministry of 
Health. The reply was that there was an officer 
there who would be deemed to be the principal 
veterinary officer, but subject to the control of a 
secretary. He has not the same status as _ the 
Chief Medical Officer at the Ministry of Health. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: It is a matter of adminis- 
tration. The chief veterinary officer will be the 
only person who will advise the Minister on 
veterinary matters, but it is necessary in any 
Department to have a team, especially when you 
have matters of administration. 

Mr. MacLaren: But will that officer have direct 
access to the Minister and not have to go through 
some intermediary, another permanent official? 
Will he stand in the same relation to the Minister 
as the Chief Medical Officer to the Minister of 
Health? 

Mr. Morrison: I am not quite certain what the 
arrangement is at the Ministry of Health, and I 
should not like to answer what I do know with 


THE VETERINARY RECORD, 


July 17th, 1937. 


reference to what I do not know. The position 
will be that if the chief veterinary officer wishes 
at any time to approach the Minister on a veter- 
inary matter, he will be entitled to do so. 

Mr. McGuee: Is he subject to the control of 
another permanent official? 

Mr. Morrison: To this extent, that every 
Department must have a permanent head, and at 
the Ministry of Agriculture we have so many 
other things besides veterinary work that we 
have to have a Permanent Secretary, and I antici- 
pate that for the proper running of the Depart- 
ment it would be necessary in administrative 
matters for the Permanent Secretary to run the 
Department as a whole. In veterinary matters 
the chief veterinary officer is the head, and he 
alone can tender advice on veterinary matters. 

Mr. MacLaren: I do not know what the feeling 
of the Committee is about this. I, personally, 
would press it to a Division, but I do not wish 
to create a disposition in the Ministry or else- 
where that would posses the objective we 
have in view. If the Minister gives the most 
ample opportunities to the chief veterinary 
surgeon and should he find out that it is neces- 
sary to raise the status of that officer, will he 
consider it, or at least keep it in his mind? From 
the disposition of the Committee, I feel that I 
could not hope to gain very much by pressing 
the Amendment to a Division; but I and other 
hon. Members, in all parts of the Committee, feel 
very strongly that it is essential that the health 
of agriculture should be as important to the 
Ministry of Agriculture as the health of the 
population is to the Ministry of Health, and that 
the chief veterinary officer at the Ministry of 
Agriculture should have the same status, easy 
access and control of responsibility as the Chief 
Medical Officer at the Ministry of Health. I beg 
to ask leave to withdraw the Amendment. 

The Amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Effects of Transference: The Question of 
Compensation. 


Mr. Ammon: I beg to move, in page 12, line 11, 
to leave out Sub-section (2), and to insert:— 
“(2) There shall be transferred and 
attached to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries such veterinary — or 
veterinary officers on the staff of— 

(a) any other Government Department 
as are engaged in connection with the 
execution of such Acts, enactments, or 
arrangements as aforesaid; and 

(b) any local authority as are wholly 
or mainly so engaged.” ; 

Hon. Members will observe that the wording 
of the Amendment is the same as the provision 
in the Bill, with the exception that there are 
added the words: — 

“any local authority as are wholly or 
mainly so engaged.” 
Under this Clause, the functions of veterinary 
inspectors under the Diseases of Animals Act 
will hereafter be discharged by veterinary in- 
spectors appointed by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

hat means that the Ministry will take over a 
good many of the duties hitherto performed by 
veterinary inspectors in the service of local 
authorities, but as far as I can see there is in the 
Bill no obligation on the Ministry to take over 
the existing veterinary inspectors employed by 
such local authorities. Large local authorities, 
such as county. councils, have in their service 
men of the very highest attainments in this 
respect, and naturally they are concerned as to 
what is to be the position of those persons when 
the Bill comes into operation. I am moving the 
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Amendment in the hope that these people will be 
taken over by the Ministry and that they will 
receive compensation should ae suffer any 
pecuniary loss as a result of such transfer. | 
hope the Amendment will be accepted. | 

ie. Turton: | hope the Minister will give very 
favourable consideration to the Amendment. At 
the moment we are completely in the dark as to 
what policy the Minister intends to pursue in 
the administration of this part of the Bill when 
it becomes an Act. There are throughout the 
country veterinary officers who have served the 
county authorities well, and we wish to know 
whether they will be treated properly under this 
part of the Agriculture Bill. It is remarkable 
that there does not appear in the Bill any provi- 
sion regarding those who are not taken over, 
and that makes it more important that the 
Amendment moved by the hon. Member for North 
Camberwell (Mr. Ammon) should be accepted and 
that all of them should be taken over. Every 
Measure dealing with similar matters that I have 
seen passed through the House—as —" wr I 
may mention the Livestock Industry Bill, the 
Road Traffic Act, and the Land Drainage Act— 
has had a provision regarding compensation to 
displaced officers; but I find no such provision 
in this Bill. I hope that that means that the 
Minister intends that all these officers should be 
taken. I hope it means that the whole of the 
departments in the county authorities will be 
taken over, for it is well known that in addition 
to veterinary officers, there are assistant officers 
and clerks in the departments. It would be 
wrong, at a time when we are trying to improve 
the standing of the veterinary service in the 
country, that we should do an injustice to any 
of these men. I hope the Amendment will be 
accepted. 

Mr. Foor: I would like to reinforce the remarks 
of the hon. Member for Thirsk and Malton (Mr. 
Turton). It is not only a — of the veter- 
inary inspectors of the different counties being 
taken over, but also of those who in many cases 
work under the direction of those inspectors. 
My information is that there are a good many 
county authorities which not only have an in- 
spector, but a clerical staff to assist him. We are 
given no indication in the Bill as to what is to 
happen to such a staff. 

The Deputy-CHarRMAN: [I am afraid that the 
hon. Member is going outside the scope of the 
Amendment. 

Mr. Foor: In that case I will endeavour to 
raise that point at a later stage. As the hon. 
Member for Thirsk and Malton said, not only are 
we not told how many officers are to be taken 
over, but there is no provision in the Bill for 
compensation in any shape or form to the 
officers who are not taken over, and whose duties 
are diminished by reason of the change that is 
contemplated in the Bill. 

The Deputy-CuHarRMAN: I am afraid that is also 
outside the scope of the Amendment. 

Mr. Foor: Is it not in order on this Bill to 
point out that certain provisions are omitted? 

_ The DepuTy-CHaArIRMAN: Not on this Amendment 
in any case. 

Major Hixus: I hope the Minister will consider 
this Amendment favourably. It seems to me to 
fill a gap. At the present time the county council 
of the West Riding possesses a veterinary service 
of use and distinction, but if this Bill becomes 
an Act of Parliament, there will be nothing for 
that service to do. There is no provision in the 
Bill for taking those men over, there is no 
provision for compensating them, and as far as 
I can see, there will be nothing left for them to 
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do. ‘The veterinary inspectors and officers of the 
minisity will have cnarge of the Diseases otf 
Animais Act, ol enactments relating to milk or to 
dairies, and the tunctions of veterinary 1n- 
spectors in England and veterinary officers in 
scotland with regard to duties under the Milk 
Act. All the work that the veterinary oflicers ot 
the local authorities can do is now to be trans- 
ierred. What is to become of those officers? 
1 hope they will be taken over, and I betieve 
that would be the best course to follow, but if 
they are not to be taken over, 1 suggest that some 
provision ‘ought to be made tor them, | 

Mr, would like the right hon. 
Gentleman to tell the Committee what is behind 
his mind, because on looking over the Report of 
the Committee on Cattle Diseases, 1934, 1 find 
that in most cases the counties have many part- 
time officers, but very tew full-time officers. For 
instance, Essex has only one full-time officer, but 
19 part-time officers; Derbyshire has two full- 
time officers and 19 part-time officers; and Kent 
has one full-time officer and 20 part-time officers. 
The same applies in the case of many other 
counties. | would like to ask the right hon. 
Gentleman whether, assuming that the part-time 
officers have the appropriate qualifications, they 
also will be taken over. If not, has the Minister 
anything in his mind in regard to the present 
part-time officers whose part-time occupation will 
be lost as a result of setting up the new United 
Kingdom service? 

Mr. RAMsBoTHAM: Obviously it will be neces- 
sary for the Government to utilise as fully as 
possible the existing veterinary surgeons. My 
right hon. Friend has expressed that view on 
several occasions. As regards the first part of 
the Amendment, the Government have already 
announced that they intend to invite all whole- 
time veterinary officers of local authorities to 
accept appointments under the Ministry, subject 
to the conditions which will ordinarily attach to 
the State veterinary service. In other words, 
these gentlemen will be invited to become civil 
servants. That is borne oul by Clause 25, Sub- 
section (2), dealing with their superannuation 
rights. It is explicit and implicit in the Bill. 
The second part of the Amendment asks the 
Government also to enlist in the civil service 
the various part-time officers who from time to 
time, as occasion arises, are employed by local 
authorities in the administration of the Diseases 
of Animals Act, the Milk and Dairies Orders and 
so forth, or in routine inspections. 

There again it is theeintention of the Govern- 
ment, as far as possible, to utilise the services of 
those persons who are employed from time to 
time as part-time officers, but it is not the 
Government’s intention to make those part-time 
officers civil servants on the same footing as the 
whole-time officers. Therefore, as regards the 
first part of the Amendment it is the Govern- 
ment’s declared intention to invite all whole- 
time officers to accept appointment under the 
Ministry, while, as regards the second part, it is 
the Government’s intention to utilise the service 
of the part-time officers, as far as possible, but 
they cannot concede to those officers the status 
of civil servants in the same sense as it is being 
conceded to the whole-time officers. 

Mr. Ammon: Then I gather from the hon. 
Gentleman explicitly that the Government are 
prepared to take over the full-time officers? 
Another point arises, however, in regard to the 
part-time officers. Under the new arrangement 
their — may be worsened and I think there 
should be some means of compensating them. 

The Deputy-CHarRMAN: I must point out to the 
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Committee that we are dealing with a Bill which 
is founded on a Resolution and in the terms of 
the Resolution there is no provision whatever for 
compensation. If it was desired to raise this 
point it ought to have been raised on the Resolu- 
tion. The matter could not be dealt with under 
this Bill in any circumstances. ; 

Mr. Foot: On a_ point of Order. While 
obviously it would not be in order to suggest that 
any burden should be placed on_ the national 
Exchequer, would it not be in order to suggest 
that it should be placed on the local authorities? 

The Depury-CHAIRMAN: This is a Bill founded 
on a Resolution and we are bound by the terms 
of the Resolution. ; 

Mr. Foor: Would it not be in order to advance 
as a reason for rejecting the Motion, “ That the 
Clause stand part of the Bill” that no provision 
had been made in it for the compensation of 
officers who will be displaced as a result of it? 

The Depury-CuarrMan: | think not. The Bill is 
founded on a Resolution and the point ought to 
have been raised on the Resolution. IL could not 
accept as an argument in favour of rejecting the 
Clause that it did not do something which could 
not possibly be done now in the Bill. 

Mr. AmMMon: This is another example of the 
position with which we are continually being 
faced, of Financial Resolutions being drawn in 
such a way that we are unable to raise these 


matters. We shall have to adopt ways and means . 


of ascertaining what can be done in regard to 
that position so as to prevent hon. Members being 
deprived of opportunities to discuss certain 
matters even before a Bill has actually come 
before us. This is yet another instance of a 
Department taking away authority from the 
House of Commons. All 1 can do within your 
perfectly correct Ruling, Captain Bourne, is to 
ask that the persons concerned shall be dealt 
with as ew as possible within the ambit 
of the Bill. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I should like to say in 
self-defence that this Resolution was drafted as 
widely as possible in order that ample scope for 
debate should be given, and though I do_ not 
necessarily take the views of newspapers, I think 
it was pointed out in the Press that it was very 
widely drawn. On the main point I can say that 
the position of part-time veterinary officers will 
be improved under the Bill. It all depends on 
the class of work which a local authority has to 
do whether it appoints a whole-time or a part- 
time officer. Sometimes there is not enough work 
for a whole-time man and then the local 
authority utilises the part-time services of ,a 
veterinary surgeon who is also engaged in private 
practice. I think that under the new arrange- 
ment they are bound to be more extensively 
employed. Where a full-time officer is now oper- 
ating under the orders of a local authority he 
will continue to operate under the Ministry. 
Where local authorities find it convenient to 
2 yoy officer so, it is to be expected, 
will the Ministry. The only difference will be 
that they will get their fees from the Ministry 
instead of the local authority. 

There is another side to it, however. With 
this campaign for the eradication of disease I 
can imagine that greater interest will be taken 
in the subject by the farming community. When 
the centralised veterinary surgeon comes round 
to inspect a man’s cowsheds he may see an 
animal which he suspects of having tuberculosis 
or some other disease. I can imagine him advis- 
ing the farmer to call in the services of a 
practising veterinary surgeon near at hand in 
order to make sure that the disease can be caught 


at an early stage and the animal cured. It seems 
to me that where these men have been employed 
in the past, we shall find it necessary to employ 
them in the future, and as we shall be doing 
more work in this respect than has ever been 
done before, the probability is that their services 
will be utilised to a greater extent than ever 
before, 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART: I would ask the 
Minister to bear in mind the needs of the locality. 
If all these part-time officers were to be taken 
over, it would rob the farmers in many country 
districts of the essential services of veterinary 
surgeons. By refusing to make them civil ser- 
vants you continue to make their services avail- 
able to the farmer. I would like the farmer’s 
point of view to be considered. 

The Amendment was negatived. 


Allocation of Functions. 


Mr. W. Roperts: I beg to move, in page 12, 
line 17, to leave out Sub-section (3). 

I move this Amendment because I wish to ask 
certain questions and I am horrified to find the 
number of questions which are involved. The 
Amendment raises a matter on which the Minister 
has given us no detailed information whatever, 
namely, what functions of the present adminis- 
trative system are to be taken over by the new 
State service and what functions are not to be 
taken over. There is a considerable body of 
legislation which, as far as I can see, is going to 
remain for the county councils or the sanitary 
authorities to continue to administer, and I would 
like to ask which particular parts of this legisla- 
tion are to be transferred to the new State 
service. 

There are two aspects of this matter. One is 
the aspect of what actual relief the counties 
which have been administering these Acts are 
going to have from the cost of that administra- 
tion, what saving there is going to be to the 
counties or sanitary authorities concerned; and 
the other aspect of the question is, What is the 
farmer’s position going to be under the new 
form of administration? There appear to be 
three approaches to this question of a clean and 
healthy milk supply. There is the question of 
the buildings in which the supply is produced. 
and that is largely the responsibility of the local 
sanitary authorities, the urban and _ district 
councils and the others. Is that going to remain 
so? Then there is the question 

The Deputy-CuainMan: I have heard the hon. 
Member’s questions, I have read the Sub-section, 
and I cannot see any of them arising out of it. 

Mr. Roserts: I am_ sorry, but they arise in 
this sense, that the Sub-section empowers the 
Minister, with the a. of the Treasury, to 
place the services of the new State Department 
at the command of the local authorities, and I 
ask for what purposes that will be done, for 
what purposes the State services themselves will 
act, and for what purposes they will be left, and 
charged, to the local authorities. I submit that 
that is a proper question to ask on this subject. 

The It occurs to me that 
the main object of the Sub-section is to enable 
a fee to be charged if they are left. 

Mr. Roperts: What I therefore ask is what 
they are going to do and whether they are going 
to be left? The functions that are to be trans- 
ferred are those under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts and, as far as I understand it, only Section 9 
of the Milk Act of 1934. That leaves an enormous 
number of Acts and Orders to be administered 
by the local authorities, such as the Milk and 
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Dairies Order, 1926, which affects all milk pro- 
ducers and under which sanitary authorities and 
the county councils have certain duties of in- 
spection. Are these to be transferred? Then 
there is the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 
1936, under which you have two grades of milk, 
accredited milk and tuberculin-tested milk. The 
latter was at one time under the Ministry of 
Health and is now under the county councils. 
That is a hype of testing cattle. Is that to be 
transferred? At present it is done by an approved 
private practitioner. Then there are other Acts 
of Parliament and Orders, such as the Milk and 
Dairies Order (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and the 
Tuberculosis Order, 1925, both dealing with 
various aspects and grades of milk, of which 
there are at least three, if not more, at the 
present time. Without going further into it, I 
would like to ask whether the Minister can give 
me some kind of statement as to which of these 
many functions are to be transferred and which 
are to be left to the local authorities and charged 
to them. 

Mr. Turton: There is a small point which 
rather hangs on the point made by the last 
speaker. At present what happens is that when 
you have an inspector looking at animals sup- 
posed to be suffering from tuberculosis, he gives 
advice to the farmer as to his byres, and so on. 
Does this Sub-section mean that in the future he 
will not be able to give that advice, that he will 
not be able to tell the man that his byres are not 
up to the standard and to tell him what to do to 
put them right, without having a prior arrange- 
ment with the local authorities as to fees? This 
matter has been rather worrying certain local 
authorities in the North, since they have read 
this Bill, and I believe that they have written to 
the Minister on the subject. If the right hon. 
Gentleman could give an assurance that this 
rather helpful practice between the two authori- 
ain be able to continue, I think that will be 
useful, 

Mr. Foor: With regard to the Public Health 
(Meat) Regulations, in my constituency the ser- 
vices of the sanitary inspector have been used in 
connection with the administration of these 
regulations. That is not a function which is 
specifically mentioned as one that is to be taken 
over, but I observe that the wording of Sub- 
section (3) is not confined to enactments and 
regulations concerning milk, but that the words 
used are, “in relation to public health.” We 
have in the past used the services of the veter- 
inary inspector in connection with these regula- 
tions. It is true that most of the work has been 
done by the superintendent of slaughterhouses, 
but when there has been some question of diffi- 
culty arising, a veterinary inspector has been 
called in. hat has been our experience in 
Dundee, but I do not know whether it is the 
general experience. Will it still be possible to 
call in the veterinary inspector provided by the 
State as we have been able in the past to call in 
the veterinary inspector provided by the local 
authority? 

The UNpEeR-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Wedderburn): The hon. Member for North 
Cumberland (Mr. Roberts) has, I see, another 
Amendment on the Paper to leave out Sub- 
section (4). May I take it that he wishes both 
points to be answered together, because I think 
they are really the same. The hon. Member’s 
objection to the Sub-sections is this, that at 
present the local authorities pay salaries or fees 
to their own veterinary inspectors for the work 
which they do, but when these officers are trans- 
ferred to the Ministry of Agriculture, it will 
often be convenient that the Ministry should lend 
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veterinary officers to the local authorities for 
certain purposes, and instead of having to pay 
then only be charged for those particular func- 
tions and _ veterinary services which relate 
specifically to public health. The hon. Gentle- 
man asked me to say exactly which services are 
going to be transferred and which are not. Those 
which are going to be transferred are the duties 
under the Tuberculosis Order, 1925, the routine 
veterinary inspection under the milk and dairies 
legislation, the tuberculin tests under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order, and the diagnostic 
inquiries under Schedule D. ; 

My hon. Friend the Member for Thirsk and 
Malton’ (Mr. Turton) asked whether, if it were 
convenient, inspection of dairies could still be 
carried on by co-operation between local authori- 
ties and the Ministry. There is no reason why 
that should not be so. These are services which 
are being transferred. The hon. Gentleman also 
wished to know which services would not be 
transferred. There is a long list of them, such as 
duties relating to the administration of the 
Diseases of Animals Act, receiving information 
from owners of diseased stock, service and 
enforcement of notices of destruction, isolation 
and dipping, and a number of others. Nearly all 
of them are functions which are carried out 
mainly by the police. Very few of them affect 
the Sub-section which concerns the work of 
veterinary officers. The principal one which 
does concern them is that which has just been 
mentioned by my hon. Friend the Member for 
Dundee (Mr. Foot). If, for example, meat is 
rejected and the owner of the meat or the butcher 
objects to the rejection, the local authority may 
call in the veterinary surgeon and ask for his 
report. That function will continue to be per- 
formed by veterinary surgeons. Since that Is a 
matter which concerns public health, a fee would 
be charged to the local authority for the services 
of the veterinary surgeon. It will not be charged 
if the veterinary surgeon has to go to inspect, 
for example, a herd, in which the _ local 
authority’s medical officer had discovered the 
existence of tuberculosis from looking at the 
milk. Although it had been discovered by the 
medical officer, it would not be primarily a 
matter of public health, but a matter of the 
eradication of animal disease, and in that case a 
fee would not be charged. 

Mr. W. Roserts: The hon, Gentleman said that 
the tracing of tuberculosis germs in milk would 
be a service that would not be charged to the 
local authority. Will the sampling of milk still 
be carried out «| the sanitary inspectors of the 
local authorities 

Mr. WEDDERBURN: That would not concern the 
veterinary surgeons. If, after the milk had been 
sampled by the medical service, it was suspected 
of containing tuberculosis germs and the animals 
were found to be infected, it would be a matter 
for the veterinary surgeon, 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART: A small point in the 
minds of a number of local authorities in Scot- 
land is raised by this Sub-section. My hon. 
Friend the Under-Secretary mentioned that there 
were to be left in the hands of local authorities. 
a good many services most of which would be 
administered in practice by the police. It has 
been urged upon me by Fife County Council that 
there might arise a case where the Minister 
desired a certain piece of work to be done which 
would be done in practice by the chief constable. 
The Fife County Council are concerned lest the 
chief constable of the county should be expected 
to take orders direct from the Minister of Agri- 
culture. I cannot imagine that that is what is 
desired, but there is a genuine doubt about it in 
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the minds of the Comaty Councils Association in 
Scotland, and it would be well if my hon. Friend 
could relieve some of their fears. 

Mr. WeppeRBURN: I do not think that that 
arises on this Amendment, which is simply con- 
cerned with the functions of the veterinary 
officers. I mentioned the police only because 
most of the functions about which the hon. 
Member who moved the Amendment asked con- 
cerned the local authorities and did not concern 
the veterinary officers at all. The position with 
regard to the police will be very much the same 
now as under the Diseases of Animals Act. In 
the case, for instance, of an order anager | 
foot-and-mouth disease, the local authority wil 
have to see that it is carried out, and the police 
are used to carrying it out, and they are the 
police of the local authority. It is the Minister of 
Agriculture who makes the order, for he is 
responsible for eradicating disease. ; 

r, HENDERSON STEWART: In that case is not 
the instruction to the county council made 
through the county clerk? ; 

The Deputy-CHarRMAN: I really do not think 
that this point can arise on this Amendment. | 

Sir F. AcLANb: I have been enlightened by this 
discussion and I would like to ask the Minister 
whether, when the Bill gets a little further, it 
will be possible to send some account of how the 
new administration will actually work to the 
county councils or other authorities in a way 
which the ordinary member of an ordinary com- 
mittee of a county council engaged in this work 
will be able to understand. It is a little difficult 
to deal with it merely by reference to Acts in 
the Schedule, and we shall find it much easier 
to carry out in a friendly way locally if we can 
have some memorandum describing how the 
thing will actually work, F 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I shall certainly bear in 
mind what the right hon. Gentleman said. This 
part of the Act, however, was drafted after a 
good deal of consultation with those who are 
experienced in this aspect of local government, 
but anything that can be done to render these 
— more readily understandable will be 
done. 

Mr. W. Roserts: In view of what the Minister 
says, | beg to ask leave to withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 

The Amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “That 
the Clause stand part of the Bill.” 


County Boundaries. 


Mr. W. Roserts: There is one matter about 
which I have a question to ask. On the Financial 
Resolution, on June 29th, the Minister explained 
that under the new scheme no _ consideration 
would be taken of county boundaries. The words 
he used were:— 

“The sole criterion of an area which is 
the subject of an order is whether it has 
disease in it or not, and no account is taken 
of county or other borders.” [Official Report, 
June 29th, 1937; col. 1825, Vol. 325.] 

There is one disease which does affect large 
parts of the North of mapend, and that is sheep 
scab. I wish to know whether that statement by 
the Minister and the passing into law of this 
Clause will mean that in future no consideration 
is to be given to county boundaries as regards 
the movement of sheep. At present there are 
regulations which are administered by counties. 
There are groups—Scotland and Northumberland 
form one eo, which has regulations against 
the remainder of the North of England; and there 
are counties in the South of England which have 


individual county regulations. My question is, 
shortly, whether in future that will not be the 
procedure, or whether in fact the actual districts 
in which this disease exists will be covered by 
regulations, just as is done with outbreaks of 
foot-and-mouth disease, in which no county 
boundaries are considered. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: All I meant to say on the 
Financial Resolution was that when you are 
dealing with any diseases of animals you have to 
restrict the movements of animals within an area, 
or to impose regulations to require double dip- 
ping in the case of sheep scab, and that with a 
unified service it ought to be possible so to 
delimit the areas as to cause the minimum of 
inconvenience to ordinary commerce in agricul- 
ture. [ had in mind particularly some of these 
county restrictions. We hope in future to delimit 
the areas not with a view to local considerations 
but to the existence of the disease. 

oe ie “That the Clause stand part of the 
Bill,” put, and agreed to. 


SPECIAL PAYMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

ERADICATION OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 

On Clause 19 |Special Payments in Connection 
with the Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis |, 

Mr. W. Roserts: The Amendment | desire to 
move, is in page 12, line 43, at the end, to 
insert: — 

“and in the case of an owner of a herd 
from which milk is not sold wholesale, such 
payments may take the form of a payment 
per head of cattle in the possession of the 
owner.” 

At the present time the reward of a farmer for 
freeing his herd of cattle from tuberculosis is the 
payment through the Milk Board, out of moneys 
provided by Parliament—not by the Milk 
Board itself—of a bonus of 1d. per gallon 
on the milk. The object of this Amendment is to 
give the Minister the power to pay that reward 
lo the farmer not only on the gallonage of milk 
sold but according to the number of cattle he 
happens to have on the farm. There are no 
details in my Amendment, but no doubt they 
could be drawn up by the Minister if he were to 
accept the principle. At one time there were 
considerable districts in the West of England, 
the North-West of England, and in Scotland and 
in Wales, where cattle were kept not so much for 
milk as, partly, to make butter from their milk, 
but. mainly for the sake of rearing store cattle, 
which were afterwards sold as stores. In addi- 
tion, there was a sale of dairy heifers and dairy 
cows, which went into the Midlands to supply 
the men who produce milk without themselves 
breeding all the cattle they need. If we could 
encourage farmers to get their herds free from 
tuberculosis we should be tackling one source 
of the disease at the very roots. There are high 
limestone districts throughout the North of Eng- 
land and in Scotland to which I could take the 
Minister, where, because of the lime or of some 
other constituent in the soil, the herds are 
already— 

The Deputy CuarnMAN: The argument of the 
hon, Member appears to relate to herds, but I 
would point out that the Resolution is limited 
to milk, and I am afraid that his argument is 
therefore outside the scope of the Resolution. 

Mr. Roperts: The Clause which we are dis- 
cussing is to replace a Section of the Milk Act, 
1934, and while the wording of the next Clause 
we shall come to is exactly similar to the Section 
in the Act of 1934, the Sub-section has been 
very deliberately changed. Whereas in the Milk 
Act, 1934, the words are: 
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“With the object of securing so far as 
practicable that the milk suplied for human 
consumption in England or in Scotland, as 
the case may be, is pure and free from the 
infection of any diseases.” ; 

the words in the present Bill aim at securing 
that not the milk but the herd is free. That is 
a very substantial and important change, and I 
humbly suggest that I am not providing for an 
additional charge by my Amendment, but only 
making clear the intention of the Minister, which 
is to free the herds from tuberculosis and there- 
fore be able to reward the farmer; not merely 
to free the milk. 

The Depury-CHarnMAN: If the hon. Gentleman 
will be good enough to look at paragraph 8 of 
the Financial Resolution, which is what governs 
us, he will notice that payment is to be made in 
respect of milk produced. I am afraid that his 
argument is, therefore, outside the scope of the 
Resolution. I understand that his Amendment is 
directed to quite another object. 

Mr. Price: Is it not the case that the Amend- 
ment will not impose a_ charge upon _ the 
Government funds but upon the funds of the Milk 
Marketing Board, and is therefore a,matter which 
we are entitled to consider? 

The DeputTy-CHAIRMAN: No, that is not the case. 
We are governed by the Financial Resolution, 
and whether the charge is upon Government 
funds or the funds of something else, is a point 
which is immaterial. The point is whether the 
charge is covered by the Resolution. 

Mr. Turton: Does not paragraph 8 of the 
Financial Resolution first empower the Govern- 
ment to pay the owner of any herd of catthe— 
and that includes milk or any other—for the 
purpose of securing as far as practicable that 
the herd will be free from tuberculosis, sums 
of money out of the Cattle Fund? It does not 
lay down how that money shall be paid. Is there 
not a further consideration in the second half 
of that paragraph that the Board administering 
milk marketing schemes shall make payments in 
respect of milk produced? Are not those two 
powers quite distinct? ; 

The Deputy-CuaIRMAN: The hon. Member is 
quite correct, but_the hon, Member for North 
Cumberland (Mr. W. Roberts) was not arguing 
this Amendment on the ground that there is to 
be a payment for milk. It his Amendment is that 
the inister can make payments on_ other 
grounds his Amendment is either unnecessary or 
out of order. 

Mr. Rosperts: Perhaps it might help if you 
could elucidate the meaning of the doubtful 
phrase in Sub-section (1) of Clause 19, which 
empowers the Minister to pay the owner of any 
herd of catthe such sums as the Minister thinks 
fit, on the understanding that the herds will be 
free from tuberculosis. 

The Deputy-CHAIRMAN: The hon. Gentleman 
had better raise that point on the question as 
to the Clause standing part, He is quite entitled 
to do that. ‘ 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 
the Clause stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. ROBERTS: The point that I would ask the 
Minister to explain is what exactly he means 
by the words “will be free.” 

Mr. Ramsporuam: [| think I shall be able to 
reassure the hon. Member on that point. The 
Clause is specially drawn so as to confer on the 
Minister full discretion with regard to the pay- 
ments which he can make to the owner of any 
herds of cattle for the purpose that we have in 
mind. Paragraph (31) of the Memorandum on 
the Financial Resolution states that:— 


No. 29. Vou. 49. 


“It is proposed that payments to owners 
of milk-producing herds under schemes for 
the official attestation of herds certified to be 
free from tuberculosis should be continued 
until February 1st, 1941, and that such 
schemes should be extended to enable corre- 
sponding payments to be made in respect of 
herds maintained primarily for beef produc- 
tion.” 

I think that that covers the point which the 
hon. Member has in mind, 

Mr. Price: May | take it that it will be possible 
for farmers and smallholders who have small 
herds and who have not a milk contract, but 
are rearing a few calves, perhaps buying a few 
more, making a little butter, and feeding the 
calves with the buttermilk, to qualify under this 
scheme for the purpose of eliminating tuber- 
culosis from their herds and getting compensa- 
tion for that? One would normally expect that 
those who would qualify under the scheme would 
have a milk contract under the Milk Marketing 
Board, but I understand the aim of those who 
are raising this point to be to secure that 
farmers and smallholders who are rearers but 
have no contract under the Milk Marketing Board 
will also be eligible. 

Mr. RaMspotuaM: I certainly think that they 
will be. The Clause is drawn very widely. It 
will be seen that it gives the Minister power to 

“pay to the owner of any herd of cattle 
in Great Britain such sums as the Minister 
thinks fit to expend for the purpose of secur- 
ing so far as practicable that the herd will 
be free from tuberculosis.” 

There is no reservation as regards milk con- 
tracts or anything of that kind. 

Sir R. DoRMAN-SMitTuH: Who takes the responsi- 
bility for these payments after 1941? It cannot 
fall on the Milk Marketing Board, and apparently 
it will be rather difficult to find out where the 
money is to come from, 

Mr. RAMSBOTHAM: That is four years ahead, and 
I hardly feel inclined to prophesy at the moment. 

Sir_R. DormMAN-SMitu: Will the Milk Marketing 
Board, as the Bill now stands, be responsible 
for the payments in the case of these small herds 
where there are no contracts? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: Before 1941 we hope to 
have a long-term policy for milk which will 
include that matter, 

Sir R. DorMAN-Smitu: I am sure my right hon. 
Friend will forgive me for having forgotten that. 

Bria “ That the Clause stand part-of the 
Bill,” put, and agreed to. 

Clause 20 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


EXTENSION OF POWERS OF MINISTER AS TO 
SLAUGHTER 


On Clause 21 [Extension of Powers of Minister 
as to Slaughter], 

Mr. CurisTiE: I beg to move, in page 14, line 21, 
to leave out “ prescribing scales for the payment 
of compensation.” 

This Amendment has been put down primaril 
for the purpose of gaining information an 
asking the Minister certain questions. Under the 
scheme for the eradication of tuberculosis, when 
the Minister starts setting up eradication areas, 
he proposes to examine the herds in_ those 
areas, and, if there are any herds in which 
tuberculosis is rife, he will order the slaughter of 
the animals which react to the tuberculin test, 
and pay compensation to the owner of those 
animals. This is a new form of compensation 
which we have never had before. I do not think 
the slaughtering of animals has ever been done 
by the Order of a Minister and compensated. 
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What is exercising my hon, Friends and myself 
is that, while the present method of compensat- 
ing the owner of a_ tuberculous cow _ is 
reasonable, because obviously the cow is in a 
bad state, when it comes to slaughtering these 
other animals, which are only condemned 
because they are reactors, you are dealing with 
an entirely different class of animals which may 
be very fine animals indeed, and you may cause 
very severe loss to their owner. There is another 
point. If the owner of these cows is in an 
eradication area, when he_- replaces’ the 
slaughtered animals he will have to buy attested 
cows. Therefore, again, he will be in quite a 
new position. Under the old slaughterings, 
under a Tuberculosis Order, it was only neces- 
sary to go to the nearest market and buy cows 
in order to fill up his cowshed. Now he has 
to go into a market where the number of animals 
is strictly limited and pay very high prices, and 
his position may be made exceedingly difficult, 
and it may cause him very severe loss. What 
would satisfy us is an assurance that my hon. 
Friend is prepared to consider compensating 
farmers in this position in a very much more 
generous way than they have hitherto been com- 
pensated for the loss of tuberculous animals. We 
shall be very pleased with that, and still more 
pleased if he is going to accept the next Amend- 
ment because— 

The Deputy-CHainMAN: We had better leave 
that until we come to it. 

Mr. Curistie: We shall be glad if my hon. 
Friend will say a few consoling words on the 
matter, which is of importance to the agricul- 
tural interest. 

Lieut.-Colonel ACLAND-TrRoYTE: Am I right in 
this? As the Bill now stands, the Minister has 
to lay before Parliament any Order that he makes 
under Sub-section (3). He can also make an 
Order under Sub-section (2), but, if these words 
remain in, he does not have to lay it before-.the 
House. 

Mr. RAMsBoTtTuaM: As the Sub-section reads now, 
every Order made by the Minister under this 
Clause describing the scales of payment for 
compensation must be laid before Parliament. 
The result of the Amendment would be that every 
Order under this Clause, whether it provided for 
slaughter in the case of any particular disease 
or for the payment of compensation, would have 
to be laid. The sole reason why an Order under 
the Sub-section providing for the slaughter of 
animals because of a particular disease should 
not be laid is because for a long time Orders 
under the Diseases of Animals Act have been 
in force and have never been laid and have not 
required to be laid. If the Amendment were 
passed, we should get this anomalous position, 
that under the Diseases of Animals Act we need 
not lay Orders which under this Act we shall 
have to lay, so we shall be able to take our 
choice. If we did not want to lay an Order we 
could make it under the Diseases of Animals 
Act and, if we did not mind laying it, we could 
make it under this. I am not in a position to 
state what position the Committee would be 
desirous to take as regards the scales themselves. 
As the hon. Member mentioned, we are not in 
a position at the present moment to forecast the 
scales, and as regard the amount of compensa- 
tion, naturally we desire these arrangements to 
be as generous as possible. I cannot possibly 
lay down what the scales will be, or what 
increase, if any, there will be, but I can, how- 
ever, give my hon Friend the assurance that in 
the operation of them every sympathy for the 
farmer will be exercised. 
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Mr. Curistie: I beg to ask leave to withdraw 
the Amendment, 

The Amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Lieut.-Colonel ACLAND-TROYTE: { beg to move, 
in page 14, line 23, at the end, to add— ~~. 

“ And if either House of Parliament within 
the next twenty-eight days on which that 
House has sat after any such order is laid 
before it resolves that the order be annulled, 
it shall forthwith be void, but without preju- 
dice to anything previously laid down 
thereunder or to the making ot a new order.” 

It will be seen that I have put in the word 
“and” at the beginning of the Amendment as it 
appears on the Order Paper. The Minister 
accepted an Amendment on these lines on Clause 
12, which I moved at the last sitting on the Bill, 
and I do not wish to repeat the argument lL 
then made. L merely move the Amendment and 
hope that it will be accepted. é 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: | nave much pleasure in 
accepting the Amendment, and I agree with my 
hon. and gallant Friend that the aadition of the 
word “and” at the beginning improves it in 
sense and makes it relate quite clearly to Sub- 
section (4) of- the Clause. 

Mr. GarRo JONES: Is the Minister now in a 
position to give the Committee any indication of 
the constitutional aspect of this Amendment? I 
understand that the question raised in the House 
a few days ago whether it was proper to allow 
the House of Lords a power of veto over financial 
questions. This proposed addition to the Clause 
gives the House of Lords such a power, and we 
may find ourselves at some future date in the 
strange position that the House of Lords desires 
to annul a Resolution passed by another Govern- 
ment in this House, whereas this House may have 
a majority in favour of that Resolution. The 
Committee ought to take note of the increasing 
number of Bilis containing powers of velo which 
might be exercised by either House. Everybody 
knows that the members of this party are greatly 
concerned as to the reception which their 
legislation might receive in another place. That 
concern is being substantially increased by the 
enormous administrative or executive power of 
veto being given to another place under this 
Bill. It means that, while the whole range of 
power to legislate by Order will be effective in 
the case of a Conservative Government, it might 
be rendered nugatory— 

The Deputy-CHarRMAN: I do not think that we 
can hang the whole constitutional point on this 
en which deals only with a narrow 
point. 

_ Mr. Garro Jones: Can we hang the constitu- 
tional point on this Amendment in so far as it 
is applicable to this Amendment? I should like 
to ask the Minister whether he is in a position 
to inform the House on the complicated point 
of the power of vetoing financial proposals? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I promised the House 
when we had a discussion on the cognate matter 
the other day, that | would make inquiries and 
study the question with a view to making a 
statement on the Report stage, and I also under- 
took to inform the hon. Member of the decision 
to which I had come. I have not yet concluded 
my study of the matter and I should like to 
make certain that the advice I give to the 
Committee is correct. I want to approach the 
question as a whole and not as affecting Govern- 
ment policy or any parties. I am advised that 
it is a question of how much emphasis any 
Measure lays on policy on the one hand and 
finance on the other. As far as this particular 
Amendment is concerned, it has nothing to do 
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with anything else except orders prescribing 
seales for the payment of compensation; that is, 
compensation for the slaughter of animals 
affected with the particular diseases to which the 
Clause applies. fo a very large extent it is a 
question of policy. It is a question of the disease 
which is to be eradicated and the payment of 
compensation arising therefrom. IL will look at 
the question again, and if there is anything 
further to state on Report I will deal with it then. 
I have explained to the Committee how far my 
investigations have gone. 

Mr. GARRO JONES: May I put before the Minister 
one consideration which he might otherwise 
overlook? This power of veto might be utilised 
not only to reduce the scales of compensation 
to be paid but also to increase them. It is 
possible that another Government might bring 
forward scales of compensation which might be 
objected to in another place because they were 
too high, but they might very well be 
objected to because they were too low. 
We might successive orders being 
rejected in another place because they were nol 
high enough. Surely that would give members 
in another place control over financial proposals, 
which would be an innovation in our Constitu- 
tion. Therefore, I hope the Minister’ will 
seriously take these points into account. 

The Amendment was agreed to. 

Motion made, and Question, “ That the Clause, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill,” put, and 
agreed to, 


ERADICATION AREAS AND ATTESTED AREAS 


On Clause 22 [Eradication Areas and Attested 
Areas], 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 
the Clause stand part of the Bill.” 

Lieut.-Colonel ACLAND-TROYTE: I should like to 
draw attention to paragraph (c) 

*“ prohibiting or regulating the movement 
of cattle into, ouf of or within any area 
which is for the time being an eradication 
area or an attested area.” 

I can understand it being necessary to make 
regulations prohibiting or regulating the move- 
ment of cattle within an area or into an area 
but not out of it. I should like to know the 
extent of the proposed area. Is it to be _ five 
square miles, or 100 square miles? What advyan- 
tages are farmers in these areas to have? They 
are bound to put up with a great deal of control 
and it is very important that they should be 
given proper conditions, 

Mr. Price: Can the Minister tell us how he 
proposes to deal with these eradication areas, 
whether it is to be on the basis of a county, 
or portion of a county, or on the basis of an 
area that covers portions of several counties? 
This is an important question. It would be 
‘asier to try to deal with these areas on a 
geographical basis, because types of farming vary 
from area to area both from a geographical and 
a physiographical standpoint. Difficulties might 
arise which would involve the separating of a 
certain part of certain counties onl co-operation 
between the authorities in different counties with 
the Ministry’s officials, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing the areas. If the Minister could give us 
some idea of how the scheme would work it 
would be helpful. 

Mr. CuristrE: When an eradication area is set 
up does it mean that only animals which have 
been tested will be permitted to go into them? 
What is the position of a farmer who wishes to 
take in store cattle for fattening purposes? Per- 
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haps the right hon. Gentleman will give us some 
information on that point. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The hon, and gallant 
Member for Tiverton (Lieut.-Colonel Acland- 
Troyte) drew attention to the powers proposed 
to be taken to prohibit cattle being moved out 
of an eradication area. One reason which ren- 
ders that power necessary is that we are building 
up free areas, and it may be necessary to prohibit 
the movement of cattle out of the area tempor- 
arily. A great show may be held in an area and 
some infection breaks out at the show, or it may 
be that, in a place where there are a_ great 
number of tuberculous cattle someone wants to 
send cattle out of the area. In such cases it 
inay be necessary to prohibit the moving out 
temporarily. | agree that the movement of cattle 
is to be desired and encouraged the 
normal course of events, but we are con- 
trolling the temporary movement of cattle 
against the possibility of infection. The hon. and 
gallant Member asked what advantage anyone 
would have in an attested area. Of course there 
will be the fact that people will try to keep 
their cattle free, and there is also no doubt that 
people who wish to reinforce their herds will 
go to the attested areas for them, 

‘annot answer the question of the hon. 
Member for the Forest of Dean (Mr. Price) with 
any precision. The idea is that we should start 
with a limited area where there is a low inci- 
dence of disease, gradually reduce the disease 
and then expand the area to the limit of practical 
possibility. I agree that there will be less con- 
fusion in controlling the movement of animals 
when dealing with one local authority instead 
of many, but the main criterion will be the 
or absence of disease. The hon. 
Member for South Norfolk (Mr. Christie) wanted 
me to give further particulars of the sort of 
area, whether it is to be small or big. My 
general answer is that we shall have to find by 
our survey where the clean cattle are before we 
‘an delimit the area as to size. 

Mr. Curistie: That was not quite my question. 
I asked whether all the animals within the area 
would have to be tested, and if so whether store 
or which are brought in will have to be tested 
also? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: Undoubtedly all cattle 
brought into an attested area would have to be 
clean. The hon, Member will realise that we are 
trying to approach the question of tuberculosis 
in quite a new way. It has been considered as 
a milk disease alone and one which affects only 
the female of the bovinesspecies. Lam confident 
that it affects both sexes, and we shall make 
what orders are necessary to prevent the re- 
infection of an area by beef cattle coming in. 
I hope that one result of the scheme will be that 
there will be enough areas ultimately for them 
to supply themselves to a great extent with the 
stores they require. 

ene “That the Clause stand part of the 
Bill,” put, and agreed to. 
we 23 and 24 ordered to stand part of the 

ill. 

SUPERANNUATION RIGHTS OF VETERINARY 

INSPECTORS 

On Clause | Superannuation 
Veterinary Inspectors], 

Mr. Turton: I beg to move, in page 16, line 26, 
to leave out “retiring annuity,” and to insert 
“superannuation allowance.” 

There are a number of these Amendments, and 
perhaps it would be for the convenience of the 
Committee if we discussed them together. There 
is one to line 37 which | would move without 
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the words “or person” at the end. These are 
drafting Amendments to this Bill in 
conformity with the rules laid down under the 
Local Government Act. It would be better to 
have the same verbiage used in this Bill and in 
ro Local Government Superannuation Rules, 

936. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I have much pleasure in 
accepting these Amendments, and I thank my hon. 
Friend for his suggestions. I think that they are 
an improvement. 

The Amendment was agreed to. 

Further Amendment made: In page 16, line 27, 
leave out “annuity,” and insert “ allowance.” 
(Mr. Turton. 

Mr. Turton: I beg to move, in page 16, line 30, 
after “and,” to insert “ by resolution.” 

The object of this Amendment is to enable the 
determination of a local authority under Sub- 
section (3, b) of this Clause to be on record. It 
is of importance that people should know if a 
local authority have passed this resolution, and 
by — in “ by resolution ” that will be placed 
on record. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I think the suggestion of 
my hon. Friend will make for greater precision 
and clarity, and I accept it. 

The Amendment was agreed to. 

The following further Amendments’ were 
made :— 

In page 16, line 37, leave out “ inspector’s 
retiring allowance,” and insert “ superannuation 
allowance of such inspector.” 

In page 17, line 7, leave out “ retiring annuity,” 
and insert “superannuation allowance.”—{Mr. 
Turton. | 

Motion made, and Question, “ That the Clause, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill”; put, and 
agreed to. 

On Clause 26 [Expenses], 

Mr. RAMSBOTHAM: beg to move, in page 18, 
line 2, after “ section,” to insert “or in the 
said Diseases of Animals Acts.” 

This Amendment is a drafting Amendment, 
but I think it requires a short explanation. 
Section 3, Sub-section (4) of the Diseases of 
Animals Act, 1935, provides that additional 
inspectors, valuers and other persons may be 
appointed by the Minister. Sub-section (3) of 
Clause 26 of this Bill provides that all officers 
and servants employed by the Minister for the 
purpose of the execution of this part of this Act 
or any provisions of the Diseases of Animals Acts, 
1894 to 1935, shall be appointed under Section 5 
of the Board of Agriculture Act, 1889. Conse- 
quently, as the Committee will realise, such 
yersons would become civil servants, and as 

have explained on a previous Amendment, it 
is not intended that persons employed tempor- 
arily should be civil servants. 

The Amendment was agreed to. 

Further Amendment made: In page 18, line 4, 
after “ servants,” insert 

“and to any inspectors, valuers, or other 
persons appointed for the purpose afore- 
said.”—/[Mr. W. S. Morrison. 

Motion made, and Question, “ That the Clause, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill,” put, and 
agreed to. 

On Clause 27 [Consequential and Minor 
Amendments], 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I beg to move, in page 18, 
line 20, to leave out “ consequential or.” 

This is a drafting Amendment intended to 
»repare for the redrafted Second Schedule which 
ollows. 

Amendment agreed to. 
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Motion made, and Question, “ That the Clause, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill,” put, and 
agreed to. 
aw 28 to 32 ordered to stand part of the 

ill, 

On Clause 33 [Short Title, Extent and 
Commencement], 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I beg to move, in page 22, 
line 39, at the end, to add: 

“(4) As from the commencement of Part 
IV of this Act the enactments specified in 
the Third Schedule to this Act shall, except 
in so far as they extend to Northern Ireland, 
be repealed to the extent mentioned in the 
third column of that Schedule.” 

This is a drafting Amendment, which leads 
up to the redrafted Second Schedule. 

The Amendment was agreed to. 

Motion made, and Question, “ That the Clause 
as amended, stand part of the Bill,” put, and 
agreed to. 

ADMINISTRATION IN SCOTLAND 


New Clause [Administration in Scotland to be 
subject to consultation with the Secretary of 
State and through his departments and officers]. 

“The provision of Part IV of this Act shall, 
in so far as they apply to Scotland, be 
administered in consultation with the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, and, so far as 
may be, through the appropriate departments 
and officers under. control.”—[Mr. 
Johnston. | 

This Clause was brought up, and read the First 
time, 

Moving the Second reading, Mr. JOHNSTON said: 
This proposed new Clause raises an issue which 
has often been debated in the House, but which, 
unless the Government can meet us, will require 
to be voted upon. As the right hon. Gentleman 
is aware, this Bill makes a substantial alteration 
in the administration of the law in Scotland. 
Hitherto we have had in Scotland control of the 
Milk and Dairies Act, the Attested Herds Scheme, 
Milk Orders and the Meat Inspection Act, and 
under this Measure these Acts are being taken 
ag from the control of the Secretary of State 
for Scotland and handed over, for the first time 
in our recent history, to the Minister of Agricul- 
ture in England. agree that disease has no 
boundaries. I agree that the county council area 
of control of disease is indefensible. I go further, 
and say that as far as national control of diseases 
is concerned, some unification steps must be 
taken to ensure that there shall be the same 
control, north of Carlisle and south of Carlisle. 
It is an impossible situation if in the event of 
disease breaking out at St. Boswells, for instance, 
cattle can be transferred from there to Carlisle 
or alternatively if the outbreak occurs at Car- 
lisle, if cattle can be transferred to St. Boswells, 
causing the disease to radiate and spread. All 
that I and my hon. Friends willingly concede. 
But we come to another consideration. It is 
impossible in our view for a Minister to adminis- 
ter the affairs of a country 550 miles away from 
the seat of government. If we are to have any- 
thing in the nature of democracy, it is pt Bove’ 2 
desirable that we should have liaison comeel, 
or joint control, or joint consultation of some 
kind or other between the very efficient Depart- 
ment of Agriculture that we now _ possess in 
Scotland and the Minister in England. 

The new Clause asks for nothing unreasonable. 
We ask that the provisions of Part IV_ of this 
Measure shall in so far as they apply to Scotland 
be administered in consultation with the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland and as far as may 
be through the appropriate Departments and 
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officers under his control. The matter is left to 
consultation between the two Ministers. Both 
have Departments and at present both have 
officers in Scotland. We submit that a_ useless 
duplication of functions ought to be avoided. The 
Department of Agriculture in Scotland is run at 
least as efficiently as the Minister’s Department 
in England and it ought not to have part of its 
functions taken away from it. The sentiment 
which exists in Scotland and which is growing, 
in favour of more local control in administration, 
ought not to be interfered with wantonly and 
foolishly. If the Minister or the Under-Secretary 
of State for Scotland could have averred that our 
Department of Agriculture in Scotland had not 
been run efficiently in the past, | could have 
understood the proposal in the Bill, but — the 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland on June 
29th said: 

“The Milk and Dairies Act began to be 
applied in Scotland in 1925, whereas in 
England no similar steps were taken until 
the passing of the Milk Act in 1934. There- 
fore, for 12 years we have now had a very 
efficient service in Scotland for the eradica- 
tion of tuberculosis which has resulted in 
there being more attested herds and a smaller 
proportion of tuberculosis-affected cows in 
non-attested herds, in Scotland than in 
England.”—_| Official Report, June 29th, 1937; 
cols. 1919-20, Vol. 325. | 

That is a statement made a week ago by the 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, that they 
have an efficient Department and that it is more 
efficient than the Department has hitherto been 
in England, and now he comes along and says, 
in effect, that they are going to scrap the Scottish 
Department and to hand away control of large 
sections of our agricultural machinery in Scot- 
land to an English Minister. We eught to be 
given very definite and specific reasons in this 
Committee why we should agree to such a 
proposal. We have heard of none. We agree 
that disease has no ffontiers, and we will do 
anything in reason, in unity with the English 
Minister, to stop disease. We will co-operate 
with him in any way whatsoever, and all that 
we ask is that the Secretary of State for Scotland 
shall be called into consultation with the 
English Minister, that they shall jointly agree 
upon a policy, and that, in so far as Scotland is 
concerned, the officers and the machinery of the 
Department of Agriculture for Scotland, as far as 
may be, shall be used by the joint Ministers for 
the beneficent purposes of this Bill. I take no 
part in sentimental Jacobitism; the kind of senti- 
ment that plays with propaganda for Scottish 
Home Rule leaves me cold. Therefore, there is 
all the more reason why we should insist upon 
efficient and democratic administration of our 
own affairs, and there is no justification offered 
in this Committee so far why we should hand 
away our veterinary services to the uncontrolled 
discretion of an English Minister. All that we 
ask is that the position that has hitherto been 
approved of by Putlensens, and that has proved 
itself successful in the past, should be allowed to 
continue so far as consultation is concerned, 

I know that the stock answer is that for 40 
years the Diseases of Animals Acts have been 
administered from London. That is true, but the 
Milk and Dairies Act has not been and attacks 
upon tuberculous cattle have not been, and we 
believe that more progress can be achieved by 
local control, local administration, and certainly 
by consultation between the Ministers responsible 
for the two countries, than can be achieved by 
this gigantic bureaucracy which the Government 
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are seeking lo set up and which, if approved 
of by this House, will do nothing, as tar as t 
can see, but foment a lot of useiess political 
agitation which can achieve no results so far 
as agriculture is concerned. I therefore beg the 
Government, even at this late hour, to agree to 
the very reasonable terms of this Clause, that 
there shall be consultation between the two 
Ministers and that there shall be no overtapping 
of Departments. 

Mr, Foor: | should like to support the plea 
that has been made by the right hon, Gentleman 
who has just sat down. He has not raised any 
academic matter, but a point which is of con- 
siderable concern to the local authorities in 
Scotland, many of which have made representa- 
tions to us about the working of Part IV of this 
Bill. In my own constituency and in a good 
many other cities in Scotland the administration 
of the Milk and Dairies Act of 1914 and _ the. 
amending Act of 1922 has been shared in the past 
between the Department of Health and the loca: 
health committees, and that is a_ partnership 
that in the past has worked reasonably well. 
For the first time in the administration of these 
Acts which solely concern Scotland, the Minister 
of Agriculture, the head of a purely English 
Department, is to be brought in. The veterinary 
inspector, who is the essential person in the 
administration of those Acts, is to be appointed 
from England. Even if it is not possible to 
accept this new Clause, | would ask for an assur- 
ance that if the veterinary inspector is to be 
transferred from a centre like Dundee, he should 
only be transferred as far as Edinburgh, so that 
the co-operation which has prevailed in the past 
will prevail in the future. 

Mr. Barr: In supporting this proposed Clause, 
I would recall the words that fell from the 
Under-Secretary for Scotland on June 29th, when 
he said that they were greatly concerned that 
administration in Scotland should be 
accordance with Scottish opinion, This is one 
real and practical way in which the administra- 
tion in these matters:can be brought into line 
with Scottish opinion. It is true that we were 
promised a special officer in Edinburgh, but he 
is to be under the English Department; he will 
owe allegiance to an English overlord. I have 
in my hand the report of the Committee ot 
Investigation of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland. This 
Bill is founded in part on that report, and it 
speaks time and time again of the constant fric- 
tion that there has been between full time officers 
and practitioners. Unless something like this is 
done in the way of joint administration, I am 
positive that there will be a good deal of friction. 

The Minister has himself confessed to the 
admitted high standard of this service in Scot- 
land. Although the Milk and Dairies Act came 
in for England and Scotland in+1914, it only 
began to apply in 1925 to Scotland and in 1934 to 
England. The machinery is there, and there is 
a fear among local authorities that unless they 
have this contact with Scottish control and 
administration there may be a danger of the 
surplus of veterinary officers in Scotland being 
removed into England and a danger of the falling 
away of the service. The general trend of matters 
in Scotland has been towards fuller self- 
government and devolution in all matters of this 
kind. The Diseases of Animals Act has been 
administered as a matter for the whole United 
Kingdom for 40 years, but even in the original 
consolidated Diseases of Animals Act of 1894 
there were at least six sections which set up 
special machinery for Scotland. A Milk and 
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Dairies Act was passed for England in 1914, but 
on the very same day, August 10th, there was 
also passed a special Act for Scotland, differing 
in many matters of detail and in some important 
points from the English Act. It dealt with veter- 
inary inspections, inspections of dairies and 
other premises, the tuberculin test and the like. 
We have never objected to certain diseases being 
dealt with on a United Kingdom basis. 

Mr. McKie: The hon. Member seems to_ be 
labouring under somewhat of a misapprehension. 
He is basing a large part of his case on the Milk 
and Dairies Act of 1914, but veterinary services 
are less important under that Act than sanitary 
services, 

Mr. Barr: That does not impair my argument 
in the slightest. It shows that there was differ- 
entiation in the case of sanitary inspectors. I 
need not go into all the implications and cross- 
currents which come into these matters. I was 
about to say when interrupted that even with the 
widest form of self-government for Scotland we 
should still admit that there were certain ser- 
vices which would have to be unified. Others 
could be under the control of England in the one 
case and Scotland in the other. That has been 
the whole trend of the movement in Scotland, 
both as regards services for human beings and for 
animals, and this is a backward trend. I should 
like to ask how far local authorties have given 
their consent to this proposal in the Bill, to 
what extent they were taken by surprise by it, 
and whether it is not true that in many parts of 
Scotland there is an uprising of the local authori- 
ties under the fear that their local services will 
be disturbed and injured. I am quite willing 
on occasion to oppose the Secretary of State for 
Scotland and the Under-Secretary, and to point 
out the weaknesses of their adminstration, but 
I am not willing to see them slighted, as they are 
by this proposal. The whole object of the new 
Clause is to ensure that Scottish services as they 
are at present shall be maintained in_ full 
measure, in co-operation with the services which 
are being set up for the United Kingdom, 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART: I suggested when this 
matter was raised on the Financial Resolution 
that a principle was at stake and I am inclined 
to maintain that view. My hon. Friend the 
Under-Secretary, in replying to the Amendment 
which was then moved, offered us the pledge 
that there would be appointed to sit in Edin- 
burgh an officer of the Ministry of Agriculture 
who would be inside the Scottish Office itself, 
as it were, and on that offer I was induced to 
withdraw my Amendment. On reflection I am 
bound to say that I do not feel quite so happy 
about it, and I wish to associate myself with the 
right hon. Gentleman who has moved this new 
Clause. I say nothing about efficiency; that was 
covered on the previous occasion and it has been 
covered by the right hon. Gentleman. It is 
admitted that the standard of veterinary service 
in Scotland is high, and I do not expect that it 
will be made any higher by the Bill. 

I pass to the other question, which i: 
important. To put an English officer in Edin- 
burgh is not sufficient to meet the views of the 
Scotsmen who desire to have their own system 
of health services, and [ do not think it will do 
what the Minister desires. It is also offering 
ammunition to the most extreme exponents of 
separate government, and of Scottish Nationalism. 
[An Hon. Member: “ Cranks.”’] I quite agree. It 
creates a precedent. It will be said: “If you 
in Scotland are supposed to be no longer able to 
look after the health of your cattle, one day some- 
one will come along and say that you are no 


longer able to look after the health of your 
children.” I think that is a reasonable point. 
It is said that we are out to nationalise, under 
London, the services for the improvement of the 
health of our cattle; if that is right, it is a plain 
precedent which may be used in 10 or 20 years’ 
time, for a further measure of centralised health 
or education, or other service, now administered 
by Scotland. I suggest that is the kind of argu- 
ment which can be used by the cranks, who are 
now playing Old Harry with Scottish interests 
and are doing real harm. Why it is not possible 
for Scottish Office officials to operate this scheme 
in Scotland? That is what is asked for in the 
Amendment. Why could not the Minister give us 
an assurance of constant consultation between the 
two countries, and the working of the scheme 
through the actual machinery that now exists? 
That would be meeting the legitimate and con- 
vinced desire of Scottish people that that system 
of government should be maintained. 

Mr. Davipson: The hon. Member for East Fife 
(Mr. Henderson Stewart) now appears in the role 
of a very hurt and injured Scotsman at the treat- 
ment which the Government has meted out to 
a He feels that he has been unfairly dealt 
with— 

Mr. Srewart: I did not say so. 

Mr, DAvipson: on the Government’s pledge 
for appointing an agricultural officer in Edin- 
burgh. I would remind him that I asked the 
Under-Secretary whether this officer in Edin- 
burgh would still be controlled by the central 
office in London, and he replied very definitely 
in the affirmative. The rebel of East Fife, who 
presented unloaded pistols to the Government, 
insisted upon withdrawing his Amendment. The 
speech of the right hon, Gentleman the Member 
for West Stirling (Mr. Johnston) showed clearly 
that our services are second to none. We have 
an agricultural service in Scotland which, in the 
words of the right hon. Gentleman himself, is 
much _ better than the English service. Does the 
hon. Member for East Fife say that those who 
wish to retain that service are cranks? We at 
least_ on these benches know that there is an 
opinion in Scotland, within the ranks of constitu- 
ents of hon, Members opposite, that Scottish 
affairs are not dealt with wisely and capably in 
this House. In Glasgow we appoint five veter- 
inary officers. They are appointed in consultation 
and in conjunction with the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, who acts to-day as the Minister of 
Agriculture in Scotland. The local authorities 
in Scotland have always found that the appoint- 
ment of these officers in conjunction with the 
Secretary of State, and with the local people’s 
knowledge of their qualifications, has been 
eminently satisfactory. Therefore, I would like 
to have some assurance from the Government 
that they will accept this Clause. 

I would like to ask the Under-Secretary in 
what way the Government think they will give 
satisfaction in Scotland on this question. Take 
the question of the appointment of officers in the 
very far North of Scotland. Surely the Govern- 
ment will not say that the knowledge that can 
be obtained in Scotland with regard to Scottish 
officers can also be gained at the central head- 
quarters in England. I would ask the Govern- 
ment, even at this late hour, to concede this 
point, and not to look at the question from the 
— of view of narrow Scottish nationalism. 
vut from the point of view of having a good 
agricultural organisation set up throughout the 
whole country; and, where that organisation is 
already as near perfection as can be, to encour- 
age it by leaving it to the various authorities, 
acting in consultation with their own Secretary 
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of State, to carry out that service as it has been 
carried out in the past. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 
the Clause be read a Second  time.’—{Mr. 
Johnston. } 

Mr. BootusBy: There is one point in connection 
with the proposed new Clause to which I want 
to call attention. The Clause appears to me to 
be purely permissive. My hon, Friend knows 
very a that it is a question of functions. 
We are afflicted in Scotland with that particular 
scourge which is known as grass sickness. It 
does not attack the English—I do not know why. 
1 would like some reassurance from my hon. 
Friend with regard to it. The other day the 
Government announced a considerable grant for 
research and _ investigation into this disease, 
which is, as I say, a scourge in Scotland. Surely 
some form of words to correspond to the Clause 
might be necessary in order to secure that the 
research that may be carried out with that money 
shall be devoted to prosecuting inquiries into the 
cause and the cure of this disease. It is not 
necessary to assume that the problems confront- 
ing Scottish and English agriculture are identical 
in every case. They are very different. A cer- 
tain amount of flexibility as between the two 
services is very desirable. The Clause is purely 
yermissive and gives the Secretary of State and 
1is officers power to deal with problems in 
Scotland from a Scottish point of view. I should 
welcome some assurance that where interests 
vary we can get a Scottish solicitor for a purely 
Scottish problem. 

Mr. WEDDERBURN: I am most grateful to the 
hon. Member opposite for the warm tribute that 
he paid to the efficiency of the Scottish Office 
and I shall not fail to remind him of it when 
we discuss our Agricultural Estimates. As far 
as it applies to the Milk and Dairies and Tuber- 
culosis Orders, I do not know whether it is 
because the people who carry it out are better 
or because it has been in existence for 12 years 
as against three in Emgland. Whichever is the 
explanation I cannot see any reason why the 
efficiency of that service should be reduced by 
this centralisation because it will be administered 
in various districts by the same individuals, This 
is a subject to which the Government gave very 
prolonged and careful thought before these 
proposals were framed and all the arguments that 
have been put forward were very much present 
in our minds before we came to our final 
decision. In replying to the remarks of the right 
hon, Gentleman the Member for West Stirling 
(Mr. Johnston) we are bound to be in this diffi- 
culty, that if, as he said, the only purpose of his 
Clause was to ensure that there should be proper 
consultation, of course the Clause is unnecessary 
because there is bound to be consultation of the 
closest kind on matters that concern the Devnart- 
ment of Health or the Department of Agriculture 
for Scotland between those who are administer- 
ing this service and those who are responsible 
for those Departments. But I am sure that the 
right hon. Gentleman will agree that it would 
hardly be possible to put into a Statute a Clause 
saying that the functions of one Government 
Department should be carried out through the 
officials of another Department who are not 
properly responsible in the House of Commons 
for the way in which those functions are carried 
out. This Clause says that in so far as they 
apply in Scotland these provisions shall be 
administered “so far as may be.” That is a very 
vague phrase to put into an Act of Parliament 
and it would not be fair on the Scottish Office 
fo impose upon them certain things for which 
they would not be responsible in this House. 


Let us see what it is that is naturally being 
done. The right hon. Gentleman pointed out 
that the only functions that are being taken away 
by the Bill are the administration of the Milk 
and Dairies Act and tests upon tuberculous 
cattle. They are being taken away from local 
authorities both in England and in Scotland. The 
question is not whether they should be taken away 
from persons who are at present carrying them 
on—I think the right hon. Gentleman was agreed 
that you ought not to have a separate service for 
each county—but that, having taken them away 
from the local authorities, should they all be 
placed under one United Kingdom service, or 
should you have one service in London and 
another in Edinburgh? That brings us at once 
to the Diseases of Animals Acts, of which the 
right hon. Gentleman said he did not disapprove 
and which is a United Kingdom service. It 
would be quite impracticable to have the, 
Diseases of Animals Acts administered as a 
United Kingdom service and, incidental to that, 
the administration of the Milk and Dairies Act 
and the measures to eradicate the serious dis- 
ase of tuberculosis run by a different department 
side by side. That would, obviously, lead to 
a great deal of unnecessary delay and overlap- 
ping, and what we found was that the demand 
for a separate service, if it is to be carried out, 
must mean that the whole of the Diseases ol 
Animals Acts should be transferred to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in Scotland, which would 
be a far more revolutionary change than that 
which is proposed in the Bill. The Diseases of 
Animals Acts have always been a United King- 
dom service, and the fact is that we have not 
in Scotland the necessary staff or the necessary 
training to carry out the whole of those Acts. 
It may interest the Committee to know that only 
a week ago an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
was reported from Berwick, and the line that 
will have to be drawn round the infected area 
will include some parts of England and some 
parts of Scotland. It must be obvious to the 
Committee that a divided service would detract 
certainly from the promptitude and probably 
from the efficiency of measures which are neces- 
sary to deal with a situation of this kind. 

My hon. Friend the Member for East Fife (Mr. 
Henderson Stewart) said that he was not quite as 
happy as he apparently was when he withdrew 
his Amendment a week ago, but I was unable 
lo discover from his speech any reason for the 
increasing depth of his dejection. He appears 
now to put his case not on any ground of use- 
fulness, but simply on “the ground of what he 
‘alled legitimate pride. 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART: I did not press the 
case of efficiency, because I had already done so 
on a previous occasion, and it was put by the 
right hon, Gentleman. 

Mr. WeEpDERBURN: His reason*now is one 
regretting the decision of last week. This would 
encourage the extreme opponents of Home Rule. 
People would say, “If you cannot manage to 
look after the health of your cattle, how can you 
look after the health of our people?” I suggest 
to my hon. Friend that it is not quite the same 
thing. When we have an outbreak of influenza 
or scarlet fever, we do not have to deal with it 
by slaughtering all the infected persons or by 
ringing them around so that no one is allowed to 
move, 

Mr. Jonnston: In outbreaks of smallpox or 
cholera there has to be a ring established round 
about the source of the disease. 

Mr. WeppERBURN: | would respectfully suggest 
lo the hon. Member for East Fife that if he is 
going to object to the proposal simply because it 
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may arouse the opposition of what we call 
cranks, he will have to extend his opposition 
to every proposal brought forward in this House. 
Let him remember the occasion when he had a 
Scottish Home Rule opponent, who forfeited his 
deposit three times over. Therefore. I do not 
think that he need entertain any timidity on that 
score, 

I have already gone as far as is practicable 
towards meeting the purpose of the Clause, when 
I indicated that we are willing to appoint a 
separate veterinary officer in Edinburgh who 
would reside there, keep in touch with the 
officials of the Scottish Office, and make it his 
business to carry out our intention of increasing 
the efficiency of the Scottish services. I do not 
see why it should be considered any sort of 
derogation of the Scottish Services that that 
should be done. There are other’ services, 
United Kingdom Services, which are carried out 
from Whitehall, such as the Ministry of Labour. 
No one suggests that we ought to have a separate 
Ministry of Labour for Scotland. I suggest to the 
Committee that when they pu! aside feelings 
which I cannot help thinking are based on little 
more than sentiment, there is no reasonable case 
for the separation of the services. I hope that I 
have succeeded in showing that an amount of 
consultation which will be useful and necessary 
must in any event take place. 

Mr. T. WiLuiAMs: Before we take this matter to 
a vote, I should like to say that [I voted with 
the Government last week when the proposal was 
before the House, because I agreed with my right 
hon. Friend that there ought to be, as far as is 
humanly possible, consistent with there being no 
derogation of Scottish administration, an 
absolutely united service. I should have thought 
that the Minister could have accepted this new 
Clause if only to satisfy the Scottish Members. 
I hope that even now he will see his way to 
make some approach towards meeting the senti- 
ments which have been expressed, without in any 
way weakening the determination to eradicate 
disease both in Scotland and in this country. 
Despite what the Under-Secretary has said, | 
hope that the right hon. Gentleman, while not 
going the whole way desired by the Scottish 
Members, will accept the spirit of what is asked, 

Question put, “That the Clause be read a 
Second time.” 

The Committee divided: Ayes, 92; Noes, 186. 

The Bill, as amended, was reported to the 
House and ordered to be printed. 


Milk (Amendment) Bill 


In the House of Commons on Monday last. 
Mr. RAMSBOTHAM (Minister of Pensions) moved 
the second reading of the Milk (Amendment) Bill. 
He said that the Bill sought to extend the Milk 
Act, 1934, as amended by the Act of 1936, for a 
further twelve months. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison (Minister of Agriculture) 
said the Government had managed by practical 
methods to increase production and at the same 
time to benefit the consumers. The figures 
undoubtedly showed an increase in the consump- 
tion of nutritious food. The differential price 
between liquid milk and milk sold for manufac- 
turing purposes was not new; it existed in 1930 
when the Labour Government were in office. 
There had never been any subsidy on milk sold 
for making chocolate. 
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Certain hon. Members had spoken as if the 
consumption of liquid milk were a matter of 
price, but there were doubts about the validity of 
that proposition. The Economic Research 
Institute of Oxford had published a report on 
investigations carried out in the homes of the 
people of Oxford, which was only an academic 
centre but had an industrial population. 

The report said that the difficulties in the way 
of increasing the consumption of milk were due 
partly to lack of purchasing power but that the 
biggest obstacles were antipathy, indifference, 
and prejudice. The report also said that the 
consumption could be doubled without raising 
income limits if the consumers could be induced 
lo do it. The people of this country were great 
consumers of milk in the form of butter and 
cheese, but, for reasons due to prejudice and 
custom, they were not great consumers of liquid 
inilk. It had been suggested that the burden of 
the loss on manufacturing milk was borne by 
the consumers in an endo I inflated price. The 
Committee of Investigation on the Milk Marketing 
Scheme reported in 1936 that if there was a loss 
on manufacturing milk the person carrying the 
loss was the producer. There had been an 
increase in the consumption of liquid milk in 
the last period of eight months, leaving less for 
the manufacturing market, 

This was merely a continuing Bill, and he 
hoped that the House would give it a second 
reading in order that a policy of a more _ per- 
manent and far-reaching character might have 
time to mature, 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Livestock Bill through the Lords 


In the House of Lords on Thursday of last 
week, on the motion for the third reading of the 
Livestock Industry Bill, 

Lord Appison said he hoped that farmers 
would not raise too high their hopes of what 
they expected to receive as a result of the 
measure, In the absence of any arrangement 
for maintaining continuity in the high level of 
demand, it was impossible by any quantitative 
regulation to secure stability of price. 

They all wanted the people to have an abund- 
ance of food and the home producer to be able 
to supply his share of that abundance under a 
system upon which he could rely, which he 
could understand, and which would encourage 
him in his work. These proposals would not 
emancipate him from the chicanery which 
existed very widely in our marketing system at 
the present time. They ought to refuse to be 
cluttered up with a mass of costly machinery. 

Lord HAstInGs said the noble lord and his 
party should understand that the labourer was 
only one of the triumvirate in the agricultural 
industry, and what the Government had done 
in recent years had resulted in benefiting labour 
on the land. Their own organisations and 
humanity together had enabled the benefits given 
to agriculture to descend to the labourer in a 
very full measure. If those measures had not 
been passed their position would have been 
infinitely worse than it was to-day. It was a 
disservice to the agricultural community to try 
to dissociate one part of the industry from the 
others. 

The Ear or Feversnam, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Minister of Agriculture, said that the 
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principle underlying the Bill was that the per- 
sons affected by its machinery should be duly 
compensated from the increased returns and 
larger turnover that it was expected would be 
derived from rationalisation and co-ordination. 
He did not claim that the effects of the Bill 
would be seen at an early date, It was essen- 
tially an amending measure, and the co-operation 
of all sections of the industry would be needed 
for the full benefit to be derived from it. But, 
given the incentive to act and to co-operate, the 
Bill might have far-reaching results the 
increased prosperity of the livestock industry. 
The Bill was read the third time and passed. 


COMMISSION TO COMMENCE WoRK ON AUGUST IST. 


The Lords’ amendments to the Livestock 
Industry Bill were considered by the Commons 
on Tuesday last. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, 
in reply to a question by Mr. Alexander, said 
that the Livestock Commission would be set up 
as soon as the necessary authority had been given 
by Parliament, and he hoped that the Commis- 
sion would begin its fg ee by August Ist. 
The Commission would include the _ present 
members of the Cattle Committee, with two other 
persons to be appointed. 

The Lords’ amendments were agreed to. 

* * * * * 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently:— 
Livestock INDUSTRY, WESTERN ISLES 


Mr. M. MacMILLAN asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, whether he will take into consider- 
ation the need for veterinary surgeons and 
technical advice in breeding and improving live- 
stock in the Western Isles; whether he will 
take special measures in this connection; and 
what these steps are likely to be? 

Mr, Exuiot: Technical advice in the breeding 
and improvement of livestock is provided, with- 
out charge, by the staffs of the Agricultural 
Colleges in Scotland and their free services will 
continue to be available for the purpose. As 
regards the treatment of sick animals, no 
proposals designed to increase the number of 
veterinary surgeons in private practice in the 
Western Islands are at present in contemplation. 


Docs Act (APPEALS) 


Mr. Goutpre asked the Attorney-General whether 
his attention has been drawn to the recent 
refusal of a court of quarter sessions to hear an 
appeal against an order of a court of summary 
jurisdiction directing the destruction of a dog 
found to be dangerous, under Section 2 of the 


Dogs Act, 1871, on the ground that no appeal 


lay, inasmuch as the proceedings had _ been 
instituted by way of complaint instead of 
information; and whether he_ will introduce 
legislation to remove this anomaly, in order that 
the owners of dogs penne against under the 
said Section may have a right of appeal to 
quarter sessions in common with other persons 
convicted by courts of summary jurisdiction? 
Sir S. Hoare: I have seen Press reports of the 
case to which my hon. and learned Friend refers. 
As he is aware, there is a distinction between 
proceedings which may result in a conviction 
of an offence and those which may result in an 
order. There is no general right of appeal 
against orders made by courts of summary 
jurisdiction on complaint, and on the informa- 
tion at present before me I know of no sufficient 
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reason to justify me in introducing legislation to 
provide a right of appeal in the type of case 
to which he refers. 


PouLTRY INDUSTRY 

Sir G. Fox asked the Minister of Agriculture 
(1), the policy of his Department in the conduct 
of its laboratory at Weybridge at which blood- 
testing for fowls is carried out; and whether it 
is the intention of the Department gradually to 
crush out of the field private enterprise offering 
to do the same work, and to enter into any and 
every form of competition with such private 
enterprise; 

(2) Whether he is aware that the majority of 
laboratories dealing with the blood-testing of 
fowls receive no grant or subsidy, but rely 
solely on their good work and service to the 
industry to make the necessary turnover; and 
whether, since his laboratory at Weybridge is. 
subsidised from public funds, he will ensure 
that there is no untair competition in this partic- 
ular branch of agricultural activity; 

(3) Whether he is aware that his Department 
has issued a leaflet stating that the price of 
blood-testing for fowls has been reduced to 13d. 
per sample at the Government laboratory at 
Weybridge; whether this charge is designed to 
undercut all similar private enterprise which 
cannot put it at such a low figure; and whether, 
in fixing this offer of testing, he takes into con- 
sideration the cost of the staff and the equipment, 
which is paid out of public taxes? 

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (Mr. W. S. 
Morrison): Under the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1935, the Minister of Agriculture is generally 
responsible for measures for eradicating poultry 
diseases in this country, and the work of the 
Ministry’s laboratory at Weybridge in relation 
to the blood testing of fowls is undertaken partly 
as a_service to the industry and partly to enable 
the Ministry to maintain contact with the needs 
of the industry. Until the present year the fee 
charged at Weybridge was 2d. per sample. For 
some time past a lower fee has been charged 
by some of the other laboratories offering this 
service, and, following strong representations 
from poultry keepers’ associations, the charge 
at Weybridge has recently been reduced to 14d. 
The work is self-supporting, and there is no ques- 
tion of unfair competition with other institutions. 
_Sir G. Fox: Will my_ right hon. Friend con- 
sider placing the accredited laboratories, which 
are now carrying out this work for accredited 
breeders, on the same basis as the Government 
laboratory, that they may equally receive 
remuneration for this work from public funds? 

[No answer was given. } 


FUNCTIONAL TREATMENT OF FRACTURES: 
A FILM FOR CONGRESS 


An interesting addition to the practical features 
of the veterinarian’s stay at Bournemouth will 
be the film to be shown to members of the 
profession at St. Stephen’s Hall, Braidley Road, 
at 2.30 p.m. on Monday, July 26th, illustrating 
the technique of new methods of treating bone 
fractures in the dog and cat. The work filmed 
was carried out by the Department of Surgery of 
the Royal Veterinary College, and the sequence of 
remedial measures shown includes induction of 
anaesthesia (intravenous; nembutal), radiography, 
reduction, application of “Cellona” plaster of 
Paris bandages in slabs—with window—and 
“ Elastoplast ” bandage after drying. 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professienal interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


July 19th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m, 

July 28rd.—Summer Meeting of the Royal 
Counties V.M.A., Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Abingdon, Berks., 2.30 p.m. 

July 26th.—Meeting of the Mid-West V.M.A., 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Bourne- 
mouth, 4 p.m. 

July 28th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Ladies’ Guild (V.V.B.F.), Town 
Hall, Bournemouth, 11.30 a.m. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. 


* * * * * 


ANNUAL CONGRESS, N.V.M.A. 


Members attending Congress who have not yet 
filled in the ticket application form published in 
recent issues of the Record, are requested to do 
so at once, and forward them to the Local 
Secretary—Dr. L. Jordan, m.R.c.v.s., County Hall, 
Chichester, 


Will the member who forwarded £2 2s. in postal 
orders bearing the stamp of Aberdeen M.O.O., and 
dated July 7th, please communicate with the 
General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 36, Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 

* * * * * 


PERSONAL 


Appointments.——Mr. Ronald Wright, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of 161, Sydenham Hill, S.E.23, who 
graduated from the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, on December 18th, 1936, has _ been 
appointed veterinary officer, Malaya. Mr. Howel 
V. Hughes, B.v.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., has been 
appointed Secretary of the Board of Veterinary 
Studies, University of Liverpool. | 

On Leave.—The following veterinary officers 
in the Colonial Service arrived in this country 
on leave during the month of June: Dr. G. N. A. 
Hall (Nigeria), Messrs. W. A. Allan and R, B. H. 
Murray (Nigeria), Messrs, R. L. Creery and R. S. 
Little (Kenya). 


* * * * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


McGuee, Thomas, Laurel Bank, Tattenhall, near 
Chester. Graduated Glasgow, July 17th, 1897. 
Died July 3rd, 1937; aged 63 years. 


* * * * * 


MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE ON THE ATTACK 
ON DISEASE IN LIVESTOCK 


Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, 
addressing the meeting of the Council of Agricul- 
ture for England held at the Middlesex Guildhall 
on June 3rd, spoke in explanation of the state- 
ment he had made in the House of Commons 
on the instalment of Agricultural policy then 
announced. The last of these proposals (said 
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Mr. Morrison) was the question of maehang, a 
resolute attack upon disease in livestock. he 
losses from this cause were estimated at about 
£14,000,000 a year. Not only did disease afflict 
agriculture in actual casualties in animals, but 
it diminished their productivity and lessened 
their usefulness as wealth-producing elements. 
Strong measures had been taken in the past 
against disease and the great change now 
proposed was the centralisation of the veterinary 
services. Complaint had been made that while 
some local authorities exercised their functions 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts and Acts 
relating to milk with great thoroughness, skill 
and enthusiasm, they were not invariably causes 
by their neighbours, It was a discouraging thing 
to a man who lived in one county where there 
was a high standard of efficiency to be asked 
to co-operate in regulations burdensome to him- 
self in order to achieve eradication of disease, 
when the same burdens were not being placed 
on other farmers in the next county, the continu- 
ance of whose state was a frustration to his own 
improvement. 

n order that the plan might succeed, the 
eradication of disease had to be tackled upon 
a nation-wide scale. The cost to the State of 
the present proposal would be £660,000 a year. 
Local authorities would be relieved of about 
£170,000 a year by their officers being taken over, 
but there was no question that certain public 
health and allied functions would still require 
local_authorities to maintain their committees. 
The Minister then gave some particulars of the 
negotiations that were going on with local 
authorities, the County Councils’ Association and 
the Association of Veterinary Officers, adding that 
it was his intention to ask all whole-time veter- 
inary inspectors of local authorities to join the 
new central service, subject to an age limit 
which, subject to Treasury sanction, would be 
interpreted as liberally as possible. The interests 
of local authorities and their staffs would be 
consulted and he was confident that willing 
co-operation between them would be _ forth- 
coming. The goal was worth striving towards, 
because, if only half the incidence of disease 
could be removed, it would be a very great boon 
to agriculture, which pine 4 could not afford the 
appalling wastage of stock now going on. 


* * * * * 


ANIMAL DISEASES RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


The following notice regarding the Animal 
Diseases Research Association at Moredun, near 
Edinburgh, and the work of the Association on 
grass sickness in horses, is issued by the 
Agricultural Research Council. 


An extensive programme of investigation into 
the cause and prevention of disease in farm 
animals confronts the Animal Diseases Research 
Association, whose Institute, situated at Moredun, 
near Edinburgh, is under the direction of Dr. 
J. Russell Greig, M.R.c.v.s, 

It has for some time become apparent that the 
existing laboratories and animal accommodation 
at Moredun were insufficient for the Research 
Association’s rapidly extending work, and 
Treasury sanction has recently been given to the 
recommendation of the Agricultural Research 
Council and the Department of Agriculture for 
Scotland that a grant not exceeding £9,800 should 
be made available (after — into account any 
receipts from other sources) from the Develop- 
ment Fund to enable necessary building exten- 
sions to be undertaken. Further, the permanent 
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staff of the Institute will be strengthened by the 
additional appointment of a senior and a junior 
research officer, with a full complement of 
laboratory assistants. 

In view of the economic importance of grass 
sickness, it became clear to the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland and the Agricultural 
Research Council that further extension and 
intensification of the research into the cause and 
prevention of this disease were necessary. 
Besides the capital sum already mentioned, which 
was approved on exceptional terms in order that 
the needs of the grass sickness investigations 
might be met immediately, the Treasury have 
sanctioned an appropriation from the Develop- 
ment Fund to the Department of Agriculture 
for Scotland of such sum not exceeding £3,200 
as, after taking into account - | funds provided 
from other sources, might be required’ by 
Moredun Institute to meet the expenditure for 
extended work on this disease during the current 
financial year. Several contributions towards the 
cost of grass sickness investigation have been 
received from outside sources, notably that from 
the Racecourse Betting Control Board, who have 
granted £1,000 for the work on grass sickness 
at Moredun during 1937. 

The granting of these additional sums will 
make it possible to test on a large scale in the 
field the value of vaccination of horses against 
infection with grass sickness. For this ptrpose 
additional temporary veterinary appointments 
have been made. It should be clearly realised, 
however, that while the cause of this fatal dis- 
ease—which is reported to have killed some 
1,200 to 1,500 horses last summer and is by no 
means confined to Scotland—is suspected to be 
poisoning developed in the intestine by certain 
bacteria, taken in on grass or in some other way 
during feeding, this theory, though promising, 
is not yet proved. The vaccination trial, which 
is being made after careful preliminary experi- 
ments, is intended as a further test of this 
theory. ‘ 


Correspondence > 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 
THE REPORT OF THE “ FREE SERVICES ” 
COMMITTEE 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


_ Sir—The publication of the above in your 
issue of June 12th, and its unanimous adoption 
by the Council of the “ National” as reported 
in your current number, complete a great task, 
and the profession as a whole will doubtless 
endorse to the full the expressions of deep grati- 
tude owing to the members of the committee, 
to Dr, Wooldridge as its Chairman, and Mr. 
Knight, General Secretary, for the immense 
labour which has resulted in this agreed report. 

_At the Council meeting there was considerable 
discussion as to what the specific terms of refer- 
ence of the enquiry were, and although a letter 
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containing them was read, it is not published. 
Whatever the precise terms of reference were, 
they, as Mr. Donald Campbell said, “ cannot be 
considered in isolation from, but only in associa- 
tion with a resolution forwarded from_ the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, from which 
they sprung.” 

As the resolution referred to does not appear 
in the report, it seems necessary to recall it, 
not only for itself but also because it formed 
the basis of most of the queries in the 
“ Questionnaire,” which furnished a large part of 
the evidence considered by the committee. 


THE RESOLUTION 


“That this general meeting of the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners is of the opinion 
that the future provision of veterinary sur- 
geons in private practice, in numbers 
adequate to serve the needs of agriculturists, 
is being seriously menaced, and the profes- ° 
sional and economic position of those now 
so engaged is being rapidly made untenable 
by the uneconomic and unnecessary competi- 
tion of the veterinary officers of local 
authorities, 

The Society is of the opinion that_ these 
forms of competition cannot be justified as 
being necessary in the public interest. By 
such measures as the free or semi-free test- 
ing of cattle, and the provision of a free 
or uneconomic service in connection with 
the Accredited Herds Scheme, financed out 
of the public rates, practitioners are being 
deprived of their means of livelihood, and 
their professional activities are being 
arbitrarily curtailed. 

Moreover, there is evidence of these ser- 
vices being publicly advertised, of unjustifi- 
able interpretation of the various Acts and 
Orders, and of arbitrary interference with 
the free choice by agriculturists of their 
veterinary advisers. 

This meeting is of the opinion that these 
several matters urgently call for considera- 
tion and respectfully requests the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to appoint a 
special committee to consider them in all 
their aspects.” 


The six or seven specific statements contained 
in the above are obviously of the most serious 
character, and there can be little doubt that if 
substantially true the profession can never func- 
tion effectively so long as they remain true. 

What, then, is the judgment of the report upon 
them? This is given ‘with appropriate and 
impressive clearness and dispassion in Part I, 
and any one reading the resolution in the light of 
the report as a whole will agree that the com- 
mittee has found each and all of its statements 
to be true in substance and in fact. Equally 
important is the next feature which emerges, 
namely, that with regard to the origin of these 
causes of our disorganisation “they in the main 
seem to have been thrust upon the profession 
from those without its ranks.” 

The outstanding position seems, therefore, to 
be that once and for all the causes of our 
troubles are known and acknowledged to be 
there, and are found to have come there from 
outside the profession itself. Happily, these 
findings have been made by a committee which 
is completely representative of all sections of 
the profession. 

_Another committee, equally representative, has 
given us the N.V.M.A. Scheme, and in both cases 
the “National” Council has set the seal of 
unanimous assent upon their work, 
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Coupled together then, this report and_ the 
N.V.M.A. Scheme, which it embodies, constitute 
the united voice of the whole profession as to 
ils present needs, and as such it is to be 
—— hoped that this united voice will be 
ully heard at the present time, 

We are on the threshold of far-reaching and 
vital changes in the organisation of the profes- 
sion, and a change in the “ masters of our fate.” 
It surely behoves all sections of the profession 
in its new-found unity of opinion and purpose to 
remember grievances only in order to_ ensure 
that they may not be perpetuated in the new 
ordinances which are pending. If such justice is 
done there seems every prospect that the hopes 
expressed in your current editorial “that the 
new State Service shall be honoured and revered 
by and will receive the unstinted support of 
the whole veterinary profession,” will be fully 
realised. 

Yours faithfully, 
Epwarp P. Epwarps. 
Bournemouth, 


July 10th, 1937. 


THE LADIES’ GUILD 


Work FOR THE VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
Funpb 


To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It may interest the profession to know 
that during the past year the above Guild has 
contributed £250 to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. Of that amount our President, 
Mrs. Nairn, Blairgowrie, has raised £45—£8 8s. 
of which came from members of the veterinary 
| ce in Dumfriesshire per Mr, and Mrs. 
Sangster, Lochmaben. Our immediate ,Past- 
President, Mrs. Wragg, has collected a further £12 
for the benefit of the Fund. 

As Secretary to the Guild I would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking all those who have 
so kindly helped me in my endeavours. It goes 
to show what can be done by individual effort. 


MINNIE S, NICKINSON, 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 


NEMBUTAL IN SMALL-ANIMAL PRACTICE 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I was very interested to note from Mr. 
E. P. Barrett's in to-day’s Veterinary 
Record that his experiences with nembutal were 
so similar to my own. I have found this drug 
of the very greatest service, especially in feline 
practice, 

If we could only have a_ practicable and 
equally efficient agent for the larger animals it 
would render equine and bovine practice much 
pleasanter for all concerned, especially in 
obstetrical work. Some day, no doubl, such an 
agent will be produced, together with the long- 
awaited reliable and effective hypodermic seda- 
tive for the horse, 

Yours faithfully, 
J. C. Tayior. 

“ Teemore,” 

London Road, 
Beccles 


Suffo 
July 10th, 1937. 
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“ ELASTOPLAST” IN THE TREATMENT OF 
TORN TEATS IN COWS, AND SOME 
SURFACE WOUNDS IN ANIMALS. 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—A few years ago I read, in a professional 
periodical, an article recommending the use of 
ordinary zinc plaster for torn teats instead of 
what I agreed was the unsatisfactory method of 
stitching. I have used the former certainly with 
more success, but have found that there has 
arisen the difficulty of the bandage coming off 
during milking. 

During the last twelve months I have used 
“Elastoplast ” instead of the stiff zinc bandage 
and have had practically unqualified success. 

My method is to tie the cow’s legs, thoroughly 
strip the torn quarter, wipe with surgical spirit, 
pull the end of the teat down as far as possible 
and with the aid of an assistant, bandage the 
teat with about two thicknesses of one-and-a-half- 
inch bandage. I bandage tightly. Instructions 
are left to milk very carefully, and a visit is 
made in two days. If the bandage has moved 
another is applied. I have applied as many as 
five, but feel that if a quarter is saved the trouble 
is warranted. The point is, of course, that the 
elastic bandage “ gives” to the hand of the 
milker, at the same time keeping the edges of 
the wound together. In any case I feel sure that 
it is a method worth using. 

have also used “Elastoplast” in_ surface 
wounds in dogs, cats and horses, and find it in 
many cases to stitching. In cuts, 
scratches, and bites on one’s own hands it is 
very useful. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
T. J. MARGARSON. 

Camden House, 

London Road, 
Stroud, Glos. 


July 12th, 1937. 


THE CINEMA FILM AS A VETERINARY 
EDUCATOR 


To THe EpIroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—It may interest Sir Frederick Hobday to 
learn that the late Professor W. Williams, of 
the New Veterinary College, Edinburgh, antici- 
pated the undoubted usefulness of the cinemato- 
graph film many years prior to 1916. 

I distinctly remember the occasion when 
Professor Williams had a bay cart gelding suffer- 
ing from pronounced stringhalt filmed in 
Montgomery Street—off Leith Walk. 

The late Lewis Lloyd—* Long Lewis” we 
called him— had the duty of leading the horse 
whilst the film was taken, and this would be 
1902-1903. Of the students present I can remem- 
ber Frank Dunning, Dick Finch, Stanley Elley, 
H. Tindle, Eddie Elphick, Robert Tindle, Clem 
Wadlow, and Tom Walker. The late Professors 
W. and W. O. Williams were also present. 

The photographs obtained were embodied in 
the next issue of Williams’ Veterinary Surgery. 


Yours faithfully, 
CLEMENT ELPHICK. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


July 10th, 1937. 
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LIEUT.-COLONEL P. J. SIMPSON, D.S.0., T.D., ¥.P., F.R.C.V.S. 


President, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 1937-38. 
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